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~ OUTLOOK is a student newspaper that is run by AUB students. 

~ The publishing license was obtained in 1957. 

~ OUTLOOK is licensed and used to be published on a weekly basis. For 
the tin1e being, it is scheduled to appear on a monthly basis. 

~ OUTLOOK was issued by students during the 1960s and 1970s. 

~ OUTLOOK is funded by the USFC. 

~ OUTLOOK will be issued in English, but may later include an Arabic 
section. 

~ OUTLOOK adheres to a non-political, non-sectarian policy. 

~ OUTLOOK shall cover off/ on-campus news catering to students' 
interests. All covered activities shall maintain educational, cultural, 
social and athletic significance. 

~ OUTLOOK encourages AUB stUdents to voice their concern and opinions 
through the newspaper. 

. 
If interested in contributing to OUTLOOK, contact West Hall , room 202. 
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·Outlook is Back ! 
Letter from AlP Dodge: 

To: OUTLOOK 

I have been informed by Dr. Fawzi Hajj, Dean of 

Students, that OUTLOOK will be published again in the 

near future, on the basis of bylaws established last year. 

These bylaws seem to me sensible and appropriate. I 

feel confident that, if they are adhered to all concerned, 

this publication will play an interesting and constructive 

role in the student life on the AUB Campus, and will be 

successful in the years to come. 

I wish all those responsible for OUTLOOK my 
best wishes. 

David 5. Dodge 
Acting President 
American University of Beirut 

OUTLOOK ... Now and Then 
By Samer Muala 

More than twenty-three years separate OUTLOOK's last 

issue and this one. During its absence, AUB has managed to 

rise above the many challenges of a country at war, and con­

tinued to be the most prominent institution in the region . 

Each era has its "outlook" . And like two friends who have not 

met in so long, the AUB of "then" and "now" seek to be reac­

quainted. Though many things have changed, the spirit of 

AUB remained strong and immutable, blessed with the 

immortality Gilgamesh desperately sought. 

For Better or for Worse .. . 

The last issue of OUTLOOK (1974) depicted an AUB com­

munity living in a politically turbulent time. The aftermath of 

the 1973 Arab-Israeli war had bred strong Arab nationalism 

that found its way onto the pages. The politically active stu­

dent body was in constant conflict with itself and the outs ide 

world . Strikes frequently interrupted education. There was a 

"speaker's corner" where an hour was given each week for 

the many who wished to voice their concerns in front of their 

fellow students. Politics was a popular issue at the time. 

Ironically, so were tuition hikes! 

Today, the turmoil is replaced with the mu.ch needed stabili­

ty for sound education. Politics is no longer at the heart of the 

student life, although it is occasionally discussed in a rela­

tively friendly atmosphere. 

Hip, Hip .. 

Students give their university its life and shape its identity. 

AUB students have always been in vogue. The latest fash­

ions and fads the world has to offer can be seen around the 

campus. "Then" as "Now", whatever was "in", AUB was 

doing . 

Hanging Out.. 

College Hall was the major "hang out" place before its trag­

ic bombing. Students have since had to re locate to the 

"green oval" and West Hal l, wh ich have both grown to be 

indispensable to the student life. The " green oval " has two 

different "outlooks" for the students of today and the yester­

years. "Abu Rudy" now provides a needed snack, refresh­

ments, and wanted newspapers. One can hardly picture it as 

the barber shop it used to be. The only remnants are an old 

chair, o ld mirrors, and a small sign at the entrance. Back 

"then", it was a full-fledged barber shop extending its ser­

vices to the two dorms housed in Fisk and Bliss Halls. It is 

hard to believe that students actually used to live where stu­

dents today receive their English course grades or send their 

e-mail. 

There also used to be a coffee shop behind the cafeteria. 

Students "then" would place their orders at today's cashier's 

office, and sit outside in the fresh air enjoying their meals. 

Diversity at AUB .. 

The demography of AUB has also changed dramatically as 

a result of the war. There no longer exists a Pakistani or 

German Club. Many foreign teachers left AUB to be now 

replaced by many of their students. The AUB community has 

paid the price of losing its richness and diversity which 

brought to its grounds people from all over the world . The 

"foreignness" of the faculty and student body is slowly 

returning . This semester, for example, two German medical 

students chose to do their electives at the AUB medical 

school. 

AUB Strikes Back .. 

Sports have always been an important part of AUB. Th is 

domain paves the way for interacting with other institutions 

through the various competitions. There will always be room 

for improvement and more support. "Then" as well as 

"Now" , the many sports that AUB took part in have given the 

institution's identity a certain zest. 

Despite the many changes, AUB's spirit continues to guide 

its grandness into the next century. The restorat ion of 

College Hall symbolized the indestructible will to survive. 

AUB continues to be an intellectual center in the region w ith 

its distinguished faculty and respected degrees. 

Student life, parties, and "open houses" w ill continue to be 

part of every period in AUB's history. One day we will be the 

"then" of the future. But one thing is certain - AUB w ill con­

tinue to enlighten the region w ith an education second to 

none! 
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.. A WORD FROM THE 
DEAN" 

After two decades of suspension; "OUTLOOK", the student 

publication, is back. I have observed with great pleasure and 

pride, and throughout all the stages of preparation, the 

enth usiasm and dedication with which students worked and 

planned the rebirth of this publication. 

Not only does "OUTLOOK" provide a medium for the stu­

dents to express responsibly their views and concerns in 

accordance with the principles of democracy and freedom of 

expression, but it also enhances the total learning experience 

expected from university education. 

While all the time maintaining its non-political and non­

sectarian nature, "OUTLOOK" shall cover a wide variety of 

topics. News of cocurricular and other cultural activities on 

campus will be covered. Articles on important cultural and 

educational issues will also appear, as well as reviews on 

films, concerts, plays etc ... In brief, we hope that all the stu­

dent body and AUB community at large will find something 

to look forward to in "OUTLOOK". 

I congratulate the editorial board on their efforts and, on 

their behalf, call on all and everyone of you to contribute to 

its success. It is your publication. SUPPORT IT. 

Fawzi M. Hajj 

Dean of Student Affairs 

OUTLOOK welcomes letters 
and contributions from its 
readers on any subject they 
wish to tackle. 

EDITORIAL/FEATURES 

THE LEGACY OF AUB 

I am privileged to have been g iven the opportun ity to par­

ticipate in the reb irth of OUTLOOK - al beit for a short period 

of time. This rebirth is of m onumental gravity, since it also 

signifies the continu ing legacy of AUB. And as a new page 

is turned, I find myself eager to share a few cherished 

thoughts with you, readers. 

Most of us have fallen into the trap of taking things for 

granted: Our famili es, our loved ones, the food we eat, the 

roofs over our heads, our work, our teachers, and our uni­

versity. The list goes on. But if we take just one second to 

contemplate our existence, we will witness the making of 

history. And we, the students, are the makers of history. 

Most of us take our university to be the front-line for a 

struggle- be it t he struggle to achieve excellence," or to sim­

ply effect change. However, many of us fail to realize that our 

university is t he melting pot for our thoughts and ideas. This 

is where our personalities crystallize to define new chartered 
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cou rses. And what better place to do that than at AUB. 

As you walk the paths of the AUB campus, and as you "chil 

out " around the premises, remember that a leader once 

stepped in your place. You, the AUB student, are entrusted 

with a very serious mission: to keep up the legacy of AUB. 

Take pride in being part of the chain that your fathers and 

your forefathers have begun. Many of the Arab leaders and 

the policy-makers you hear about today were once AUB stu­

dents like you. And one day you will be one of them. That is 

the eternal legacy of AUB. 

On a last note, remember that OUTLOOK will serve as a cat­

alyst for change. It is your pulse as students and as elements 

of change. Here is where our mission to become leaders 

begins, and where we continue to keep up the legacy of AUB. 

Niveen Abboushi 

Editor-in-Chief 

Food for Thought -consider this quote: I I 

" It was a wise philosopher who said, 'Man is a wolf to man; worse than the wolf is man to man, and this will not I 

change for m any days to come' ... Stupid is the person who believes in his neighbor, good and loving as the neighbor might 

be; stupid is the person who relies on j ustice. Justice exists only for those whose fists and stubbornness make it possible for 

them to realize it .. . Do not believe anyone, be always on guard, carry your stick always with you- this is the only way of sur-

vivi ng in thi s wolfish battle of all against all." 

Do you agree? Write to OUTLOOK about your comments concerning this issue. 

OUTLOOK is a non­
political student 
publication 
American University 
of Beirut 

··The Mamluks in Bilad AI-Sham" and other internal factors. 

One of the problems that 

faces Islamic art is the dis­

tance between the archeo­

log ical sites and the 

research centers. For exam­

ple, Dr. AI -Harithy obtained 

her Ph. D. from Harva rd, but 

had to go to Egypt on sever­

al occas ions t o examine 

sites, archiv es and docu­

m ents fo r her dissertation. 

On a positive note, though, 

she believes this distance 

ofte n induces objective 

resea rch away from the 

polit ica l pressu res. 

The fact of the matter 

remains that it is crucial 

to make people aware of 

our eminent cultures. The 

survival of the Islamic 

culture in all its dimen­

sions is crucial to pre­

serving history and the 

peoples' identities. This 

is a t ask to be picked up 

by professors, st udents 

and experts and carried 

across t hrough such 

activities as the Ara m 

conferences. 
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At II h lbrah m 

Ab d 

by Dania AI-Sa'adi 

In the first few days of 

April, AUB walls were cov­

ered with arrows leading to 

room 409 Nicely. The people 

flocking to 409 were not the 

victims of a lame joke. They 

were prominent professors 

attending Aram's eighth 

international conference, 

"The Mamluks in Bilad AI­

Sham" . 

If you are wondering what 

"Aram" refers to, there are 

two explanation: A learned 

person will tell you that it is 

an area in northern Syria 

that witnessed an active 

Syro-Mesopotamian culture 

between the 11th and 8th 

centuries B.C. However, in 

today's world, Aram stands 

for " an independent, inter­

religious, non-political, non­

profit-making society" initi· 

ated by Shafik Abou Zayd at 

Oxford University in 1986. 

Generally speaking, the 

society is interested in 

studying SyroMeso-potami­

an cultures and other cui· 

tures related to it. Aram held 

its first international confer­

ence in 1989 on Petra and 

the Nabateans, ancient peo­

ple who lived on the border 

between Syria and Arabia in 

312 B.C. Successive confer­

ences dealt with areas such 

as the Syriac and Arab cul ­

tures during the Abbasid era 

in Iraq, and the Decapolis 

{the 10 ancient cit ies of 63 

BC Palestine). Future confer­

ences are planned as far 

ahead as 2001. {For more 

information on the society, 

you can check their web 

page on http://users.ox.ac. 

uk/-aram/) 

Although Mamluki Egypt 

is the center of attention for 

many researchers, , the 

Aram society is more inter­

ested in the Mamluk culture 

of Bilad AI-Sham, where it 

suffered from deterioration 

due to several external fac­

tors. 

Except for archeology and 

history students, very few 

students attended the con­

ference. Lina Tahhan, a 

senior archeology student, 

complained about the lack 

of promotion for the confer­

ence, and about the confer­

ence's focus on specialists 

rather than students. She 

also pointed out that there 

was a need to focus on 

Islamic Art in Lebanon, 

especially with the absence 

of archeology courses that 

cover this area. 

Another archeology stu­

dent, Niveen Abbas, was 

pleased to meet important 

archeologists and profes­

sors in the field who provid­

ed valuable information 

about different archeologi­

cal sites. 

Dr. AI -Harithy, a professor of 

A rchitecture at AUB, was 

disappointed by the limited 

student attendance. " I do 

not blame t he students," 

she commented. " It w as 

not properly adverti sed fo r." 

Nevertheless, Dr. AI-Ha rithy 

views the conference as a 

"good exposure " to Islam ic 

art and arch itecture. 

Althoug h sti ll a " relat ive ly 

young field ", Isl amic art 

benefits from excav ations 

and symposiums that gen­

erate issues and literature. 

Dr. AI-Harithy exhibited a 

personal interest in the 

conference, since the 

topic of her Ph. D. 

dissertation focu­

sed on Mamluki 

Egypt. In the 

conference, 

she presented 

a paper on 

Mamluki 

architecture 

in Damascus 

where she exa­

mined the dis­

tinctive loca I 

style through the 

religious and socio­

political dimensions. 

According to Dr. AI­

Harithy, in order for Islamic 

art to be appreciated, one 

needs to have a deep under­

standing of t he cu lture, reli­

gion, geography, history, 
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Wounds that heal • • • Wounds that don't: 
Professor lssam Khairallah*, who is currently working on the restoration of the 
Martyr Square statue, spoke with Elie Awad about the restoration process. 

a: What does the statue symbolize? 

A: It represents freedom and liberation. 

a.The most significant figure in size and character appears 
to be the woman who is holding the torch. The man next to 
her seems to be secondary. Why is that? 

A.The fact that female figures are dominant is evident in 
most of the statues that are inspired by the Greek-Roman 
mythology .. The Statue of Liberty in New York, for example, 
is a woman. This originates from the Greek mythology that 
was affected by its northern neighborly Amazon culture 
which had female warriors and leaders, while males only had 
reproductive values. In Lebanon, when the statue was erect­
ed back in 1960, there was a lot of controversy regarding the 
fema le dominance. 

I 
a. Given the Lebanese mentality, foreign rather than local 
expertise is usually more preferable. How come you got cho­
sen for the restoration job? 

A. We, in Lebanon, have the necessary skill to restore as well 
as to create new monu-

this concrete had been unnecessarily added back in 1960 
without prior approval. It was unnecessary because there are 
screws to bolt down the figures to the pedestal. The concrete 
has reacted with the bronze and eaten through the 8 mm 
metal, bringing it down to a thousandth of a millimeter in 
some places. Because of this, the statue had lost its rigidity. 
In restoring the statue, our emphasis was to replace the 
thinned out bronze in the lower sections, as well as to fix the 
cracks. Here I would like to add that only the major cracks 
have been fixed, but most of the holes have been left 
because the majority wants these scars to remain as a mem­
ory. Altogether, 48 pieces of bronze were replaced. 
The restoration process also included the cleaning up of the 
statue with distilled water, in order to protect from the unfa­
vorable rusting of the bronze. Following this, a reacting 
agent (iron nitrate) was applied to the clean surfaces, which 
helps the bronze develop a self-sealing layer that prevents 
further oxidation. 

a. How many bullet holes are there? 

A. (Laughs) I did not count 
ments; we do not need for­

eign assistance. I had given 

a price quotation of US 

$70,000 for the restoration 

job. Mr. Rupert Harris, a 

British restoration expert 

''In restoring the statue, our empha­
sis was to replace the thinned out 
bronze in the lower sections, as well 
as to fix the cracks." 

them ... several hundred, 

perhaps. After all that fight-

ing, we are lucky there still 

remains a monument at all. 

a. The standing male figure 

has both its hands missing. 
and advisor to Solidere, was 

the one who decided on the person for the job. Apparently, 
there were other bids by Lebanese sculptures that were as 
high as US $200,000. 

a. The statue was cast in Rome. Did you order the original 
molds from the designer in order to simplify your task? 
A. Marino Mazzacurati, who originally built the statue back in 
1957, is deceased: I contacted his son and grandson, but they 
were unable to find any of the original molds or any docu­
mentation. 

a. What is the statue made of? 

R. The statue is made of 8 mm thick bronze and is hollow 
from the inside. The exact composition of the bronze was 
determined through laboratory analyses, and all the bronze 
added for restoration purposes is of the same composition. 

a. How bad was the damage? 

A. The statue was damaged in three ways: First, bullets and 
shrapnel had torn through the figures. Second, there are 
cracks caused by thermal shocks and explosions that must 
have occurred around the site. Third, concrete had been 
added to hold down the two standing figures. Unfortunately, 

Will these be replaced? 
A. The left hand of the figure was probably destroyed by a 
direct hit; it will not be replaced. The right hand that goes 
behind the back of the female figure has been screwed on to 
figure for ease of assembly. This hand had been missing for 
a while, but was recently handed in to the police station at 
Mina ai-Hosn. 

a. Who handed it back in? 

A. I do not know. As far as I am concerned, I am glad the 
hand was retrieved. 

a. What happened to the pedestal on which two of the fig­
ures stand? 

A. The restoration of the pedestal is also part of the contract. 
However, I suggested that a new one be sculpted because 
the original pedestal has several cracks within it and is not 
the safest base for the 2,500 kg . Statue we have. 

a. When will the statue be ready? 

A. The statue is ready now. I worked on the major repairs 
from June until October of last year. Only minor repairs have 
been done since. However, the agreement with Solidere is to 
keep the statue in Kaslik until the year 1998, when the infra-
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structure of the Martyr Square area is expected to be fin­
ished. 

(*Professor Khairallah teaches at the Institute of Art at the 
Universite Saint Esprit in Kaslik, as well as at the Lebanese 
University. He received his degree in art from Torino, Italy.) 

A BRIEF HISTORY OF THE STATUE 

Before 1957: A small monument by Yousef How~yek 
depicts a veiled woman holding hands with an unveiled 
women occupies same spot. 

1957-1960: The late Marino Mazzacurati works on cast 

ing present statue in Rome 

May 1960: Statue erected in Beirut 

April 1975: War break out in Beirut; Martyrs' Square 
becomes front-line for fighting 

1996-1997: Monument undergoes restoration in Kaslik 
1998: Monument expected to be restored to its original 
place in Martyrs' Sq. 

Photographs were taken by Elie Garios 
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AUB STUDENT GOVERNMENT-WHAT IS IT? 
by Tham ar Ke chic hian 

Beside the j oys of registration and course confirmation, a 

new AU B fall semester brings several weeks of an intensive 

rival called "student government elections". Having survived 

the constant barrage of fl iers and stickers, and with the half­

hearted promises of " yes, you have my vote " , West Hall's 

polling booths become the last step in fulfilling one of your 

many important obligations as an AUB student-body mem­

ber - voting. 

However, once you've circled your choice and crawled your 

way out of West Hall, can you actually define what you've 

voted for? If the terms SRC and USFC do not sound familiar, 

then you can't. 

What are the Student Representative Committees (SRC), and 

what have they ach ieved since you voted for them so many 

months ago? After the votes are in, does the democratic 

process cont inue or does it end? 

"End?" Dean of Students Affa irs Fawzi Hajj chuckles ruefully. 

"The electi ons are far from being over. In fact, the process 

moves on to a second stage, immune from the student body 

vote. On another day we hold what we like to call the longest 

day of elections." 

If you thought that Novem ber 1 (the day you voted) was a 

long day, then the second stage must have been a night­

mare. On that day, the newly elected student representatives 

elect just about everyth ing. Each faculty committee ( Arts 

and Sciences, Medicine, etc.) becomes the proud owner of a 

president, a vice president, a treasurer, and a secretary title . 

Additionally, AUB's representa-

tives elect some of their own 

Another SRC success story, was the opening of a new gate 

near the Engineering Department and the women's dormito­

ries. Furthermore, SRC lobbying has led to the extension of 

opening hours for the gates of the men's dormitories. 

A Bioethics conference organised by the student government 

three weeks ago drew so many students that "many were 

forced to stand at the door." 

The films, posters, and processions planned by the SRC for 

the Qana massacre memorial were directed "to build unity 

and awareness." 

"We strive towards the creation of a culturally and socially 

aware campus," declares Junior SRC member Kabalan 

Frangieh. "People should be given a chance to participate in 

activities which build character." 

Yet not everybody seeks to build character. Instead, some 

members would like to see a general improvement of the 

campus social life. "We have been focusing on political 

issues such as resolution 425 and the Qana massacre memo­

rial," admits an anonymous source. 

Suggestions like the organization of junk sales or an egg 

hunt are often pushed aside for greater educational agendas. 

Many students wonder whether it is more important to build 

student-body character rather than to comply with student­

body wishes. 

" Life is not only fun and games. Any club can provide what 

we call 'social activities', " responds another member. 

" Students have to be politically-aware. We must have a 

diversified knowledge of 

issues and learn how to 

members to represent them in 

a higher body cal led t he 

University Student Faculty 

Committee, or the USFC. 

While the SRC meets separate­

ly, the USFC becomes the place 

where all t he elected get 

What are the Student Represen­
tative Committees (SRC), and what 
have they achieved since you voted 
for them so many months ago 7 

debate." 

Others conjure, " It is 

easy to have fun , but it is 

more difficult to educate 

ourselves, which is what 

we're ultimately here 

for." 

together- Eng ineering & Architecture, Medicine, Arts & 

Sciences, Faculty of Agricultu re & Food Science- and last but 

not least, the faculty. Facu lty members, deans, professors 

etc. are elected into t he USFC by the University. Senate 

members cpnstitute representatives of the university's teach­

ing elite. 

These two forums, the SRC and the USFC, fit into what Dean 

Hajj calls "the pyram id " . In order to understand the universi­

ty hierarchy, one must visualize both bodies as being layers 

of a pyramid . W hile the board of trustees and the President 

are at the top of the University level , the USFC and the SRC 

occupy t he largest "grass root" layer. 

"We're only an advisory body. The SRC has no final decision­

making power," points out an SRC member who favors 

anonymity. However, Dean Hajj is personally very happy with 

the system. " Students have a tendency to say 'we have no 

executive power,"' he points out, "but this is the true nature 

of the instituti on and no one really has a final decision-mak­

ing power except on matters which fall within their author­

ity and responsibil ity. " Over the years, the Dean concludes, 

this system has served to integrate the layers of the pyramid, 

and, as a resu lt, the student activities have become much 

more div ersified and up to standard. 

"We've tried very hard to improve the student life, " says 

SRC member Lamia Husseiny. This year alone hardship 

cases were reopened and money was collected to provide 

financial assistance to those students not able to fund their 

own tuition. 

"We've been able to garner deferred payment for up to 40% 

of the money for some students and have fully funded three 

others," adds member W issam Khoury. 

In response to the deteriorating condit ions of the dormito­

ries, the SRC was able to provide improvements through the 

physical plant. 

Dean Hajj states, "When the USFC has made recommenda­

tions, the a·dministration has been w illing to cooperate. For 

example, in response to the students' demands, we are in the 

process of providing public telephones th roughout the cam­

pus premises." 

The general opin ion of the SRC seems to be that students 

should become more aware of the SRC activities and be 

encouraged to run for office. 

"I wanted to actually do something. I not iced that AUB need­

ed changes. Instead of complain ing about the system, I 

decided to make a difference by working from within the sys­

tem," asserts sophomore SRC member Charlotte Karam. 

Over the years, the SRC has striven to become more influen­

tial in establishing itself as a force to reawaken a dormant 

campus. The student government has taken greater steps to 

unify itself and to create an aura of social diversity. At an 

unofficial and unprecedented meeting, where all faculty 

committees met under one roof, the general fervor and calls 

for a unified and empowered representative body could only 

explain one notion: AUB has the potential to emerge as a uni­

versity that, having survived 18 years of strife, can still pro­

duce an enlightened and dynamic student body. 

"We do not complain about tuition increases or the registra­

tion process because we harbor negative feelings, but 

because we care about this university and feel that greater 

changes can be made," another member affirms. 

Dean Hajj agrees, "AUB was the first university to introduce 

some kind of student government in 1981. Previously, the 

AUB student body united through a student council. But 

throughout the years, the University student government has 

changed and evolved into a more mature body, whereby stu­

dents of diverse backgrounds and political views have pro­

vided a healthy atmosphere of debate and democracy." 

Writer's note: At present, the SRC is working towards intro­

ducing a program of teachers' appraisal into the Arts & 

Sciences faculty. Additionally, all SRC members are in the 

process of finalizing a draft for a new constitution, the crux of 

which would be the unification of all SRC committees into 

one student council - a form of government exhibited in U.S. 

univers ities. This type of government was disbanded by the 

administration in 1981 when it was replaced by the present 

const itution and government. 
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Bored at 20? 
by Reem Anchassi 

Violence and drugs may threaten the well-being of the 

young generation, but there is a new phenomenon that is 

endangering their lives .. . boredom. 

Boredom appears to be the social disorder of the nineties. 

This recent phenomenon is affecting the young people who 

are the productive constituents of society. It is stunting their 

growth and hindering their development. 

Apparently, AUB students are no exception. Consider the 

case of Soha, a nineteen year-old sophomore student. Soha 

attends some of her classes and misses others. On average, 

she studies two hours daily. In her free time, she exercises, 

reads and chats on the phone. Although Soh a seems to have 

a busy and fulfilling life, she does not feel satisfied. She is 

discontent with what she feels is a monotonous life. 

Soha is not alone. She is part of a growing number of stu­

dents and young people who fail to find life stimulating and 

interesting. 

According to a survey conducted at AUB, 72% of the 60 stu­

dents interviewed believe that boredom is a serious problem. 

However, the majority could not suggest new ways for over­

coming this phenomenon. The students' prime concerns 

were to graduate, find steady jobs and make money - lots of 

it ! 

The survey merely indicates a growing trend that is becom­

ing more pronounced at AUB. The university has established 

recreational facilities and clubs, yet students remain unsatis­

fied. Some find studying an unchallenging and non-motivat­

ing experience. Students do not seem to have grand plans or 

ambitious dreams they strive to achieve. They have seen and 

tried everything the world has to offer. By the age of 20, life 

seems to have lost its spark for many young people. 

However, the problem must be viewed in a wider context. It 

involves society at large, and, therefore, it demands our full 

focus and attention. The fast tempo of the nineties and the 

various technological advances have denied young people 

the right to genuine happiness. 

Consequently, parents and schools should play a greater role 

in teaching children to appreciate the simple pleasures of 

life. The phenomenon of boredom is a serious one that must 

be studied and solved. It is not healthy for a young universi­

ty student to think that life is over before it has begun. On the 

contrary, students must be encouraged to believe that life 

offers many pleasures and surprises they can relish! 
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reative writing: ··Boisterous, involved and fun" express themselves more fluently. 

Accord ing to Miss Shami, each one of us has 

a creative voice that should be "nurtured" 

and fully developed. Are you experiencing any of the following 

symptoms during class: 

-extreme drowsiness 

-fidgeting with your pen 

scribbling non-sense or signing your name 

everywhere 

resorting to your walk-man for entertain­

ment 

If the answer is yes, then you are probably 

suffering from Boring-Class-Syndrome. The 

English department is now offering English 

236- a creative writing course- as a cure to 

relieve you of the pains of dry academic edu­

cation . 

We all know the feeling of having to sit 

in class while professors ramble on 

about convergence/divergence of curves, 

stocks and bonds or Shakespeare and 

Milton ... It seems that we are expected to 

leave our personalities and brains at the door 

before entering the classroom. Worse still, 

participation and class discussion have 

become almost extinct. In English 236, how-

Surviving the 
Men's Dormitories 
by Etienne Kachichian 

AUB dormitories carry the reputation of 

having unreasonably high semester fees 

and bad living conditions. Although this 

might not be fully true, there is some truth 

behind it. 

The number of dorm occupants has 

dropped to approximately three-fourths of 

what is used to be last year. One reason 

might be that a scholarship once offered by 

the Hariri Foundation for needy students 

was discontinued this year. This has made 

the dorm fee of US $790 per semester too 

high, forcing low-income occupants to move 

out. 

Others who have moved out of the dormi­

tories have found apartments close to the 

university with a reasonable price, and bet-

r living conditions. A person can find a 

two bedroom apartment in Hamra, for 

example, for around $600/month. If two per­

sons share the apartment, each will pay 

around $300/month, compared to the $160 

one pays for a tiny dorm room. 

Noise from other rooms, and cleanliness 

conditions - give " dormers" a reason to 

move out. In addition, both dorms have less 

electrical power and limited availability of 

hot water this year. 

ever, you are an active element in class. The 

teacher is not a "dictator" who is out there 

to stifle you, but rather a guide to help you 

find your own way through. 

In both sections, students are encouraged 

to "explore" with different types of writing 

so that they may discover the genre that 

they are best at using. For example, in 

Section One (taught by Mrs. Khalaf), stu­

dents choose between various types of writ­

ing like poetry, essays, short stories or plays. 

In the other section (taught by Miss Shami), 

students are also given different assign­

ments that expose them to all sorts of 

expression . In one incident, they were 

offered candies and were required to 

describe the sensation they got. In another, 

they were asked to walk on campus and 

describe a natural scene through poetry or 

prose, depending on how they are inspired. 

In brief, both teachers allow their students to 

get more in touch with the language, in 

such a way that allows them to learn to 

With these negative features in mind, we 

must not overlook all the improvements that 

have taken place since last year. For exam­

ple, two new washers and dryers have been 

acquired for Kerr, in addition to two new 

ping-pong tables, and shower heads. The 

same dorm provides its occupants with the 

latest movie features, such as "The Rock" 

and "Twister" , thanks to the new VCR. 

Penrose, however, is a little behind Kerr in 

the improvement domain. It has only one 

washer and dryer, and has only recently 

received writing tables. 

Needless to say, the two men's dorms 

enjoy the no-curfew feature, in contrast to 

the women's dorms who have a set curfew. 

Most men "dormers" don't see these 

changes as being significant. All agree that 

these are things that should have been there 

in the first place. 

The question remains: What keeps most 

students from moving out? 

"It's like a big family," one " dormer" says. 

"I feel as though I can count on my many 

dorm friends to be there and to keep me 

company when I need them the most." 

Kerr or Penrose "dormers" can't avoid being 

sociable. "Even in bad conditions, if you are 

with people you feel comfortable and 

accepted with , it makes the experience much 

more fun ." 

The course is also distinctive in the 

"relaxed" atmosphere that it offers. 

Students meet once a week for two and a 

half hours, during which they get to share 

their writings. They critique and evaluate 

each other's papers, such that each student 

gets enough feedback from the teacher as 

well as fellow classmates. Sitting either on 

the comfortable couches in the English 

department, or around the celled library 

table, students look more like a "get-togeth­

er" party of friends. When asked to describe 

her English 236 class, Nadine Halabi said, 

"This class allows us to express our opin­

ions freely. I do not need to think twice 

before I say anything. It's a free class in one 

way or another." 

In addition to learning how to "experi­

ment" with the language, students get the 

opportunity to meet professional people in 

the field of writing or publishing. The depart­

ment invites various experts to share their 

The Arab Heritage 
Exhibition at AUB 
by Gaby Afram 

The spirit of an old Arab " souk" came to 

life in mid-April at the West Hall common 

room in the form of the Arab Heritage 

Exhibition . The event was organized by the 

Arab Herit age Club in cooperation with the 

Jordanian, Palestinian and Syrian Cultural 

Clubs. Unlike its predecessor or any other 

exhibition at the West Hall, this one had a 

unique flavor. 

The first noticeable th ing upon entrance 

was the cloth-covered pathway. Along th is 

veiled pathway stood the various counters 

exh ibiting their numerous artifacts. The set­

ting was that of an old town market-place 

which, while it resembled an old Jerusalem 

souk, had characteristics more reminiscent 

to " Souk AI-Hamidieh " in old Damascus. 

At the heart of the exhibition was a square 

made of wood and covered with tree leaves, 

meant to give the flavor of an old 

"Areesheh" and a distinct Jerusalemite 

touch. The square symbolized the market­

place center where people used to rest in 

ancient times, and where water-pipe 

(Arjeeleh) smokers gathered. 

The stands were rich in the quality and 

diversity of what they exhibited. The great 

variety of artifacts on show, while reflecting 

the profusion and depth of the individual 

cultures they represented , managed to clear-
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experiences w ith the students and to offer 

them career guidance. 

Elsa Martson, a children's book writer, 

Helen AI-Khal , an artist, critic and painter, 

and Philippa Neave, an editor, reporter, and 

translator, have all talked to English 236 stu­

dents about their professional lives. "We get 

to see what goes on w ith w riters in t he real 

world ," comments Dania A I-Saad i, an 

English 236 student. 

The course will probably be offered every 

semester in 2 or 3 sections, so you can take 

it starting next fall. If you feel like a " change" 

in your academic life at AUB, go ahead and 

register for it. There you will be welcome to 

express yourself and to discover you r t al­

ents. One thing is also guaranteed: you w ill 

never get bored because you w ill always be 

busy "creating" your own voice . When I 

asked Miss Shami to describe the course in 

three words, she said , "Boisterous, involved 

and fun ." 

Check it out, you won't regret it! 

ly demonstrate t he dexterity of t he Arab 

heritage. The va riou s beautiful hand-made 

crafts included silver jewelry, china pots, 

clay pots, brass t rays, rugs, damasks, purs­

es, cush ions, book-markers and cl oth-made 

cards. Also on display were beautiful and 

unforgettable antique guns, rifles and 

swords, reminding us of our belligerent 

ancestors and the glori ous past. 

Wood crafts were in abundance, especial­

ly those of t he Pa lest inian martyrs' families. 

Some CO's and old cassettes were on sale, 

promptly marketed by the surround ing 

music which accompanied one's journey 

through the exhibition. The smell of spices 

on sale managed to achieve a sim ilar effect. 

Those worrying about the too many pollu­

tants of today's world were t reated to Dead 

Sea soaps and natural minera ls. The star of 

the exhibition, however, w as the young 

man working with the sand bottles. 

Skillfully and very artistically, he manipulat­

ed an abundant product of nature to create 

an item of decoration that should be pre­

sent in every household. The beautif ully­

designed sand-filled bottles were one ofthe 

hottest items on sale. 

Finally, all along the pathway, pi cture and 

photos of old Arab "souks" added a differ­

ent dimension to the overall atmosphere, 

and transported the v isitors to the w orld of 

their forefathers where they conducted 

their trade and affai rs. 
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The Cult Culture 
By Shadi Anani 

What happened on Friday, March 21, 1997? 
At 2:20pm on Friday, March 21, a group of 39 smiling people 
strolled into a restaurant in California, and ordered 39 identi­
cal meals. The identical ly-dressed diners laughed and joked 
as they feasted on turkey pot pie. Then they neatly stacked 
their dishes and left for an appointment- with death! 
No one who saw the odd group on that day had any idea that 
they had witnessed the " last supper" of the doomed 
Heaven's Gate Cult. That same weekend, the cultists began 
killing themselves with deadly desserts of poisoned apple 
sauce and pudding - in that strange belief that their souls 
would be picked up and taken to paradise by a UFO trailing 
the Hale-Bopp Comet. 

The cult's maniac leader, Marshall Applewhite - a former 
music teacher- better known to his followers as "Do", left 
behind more than a trail of bodies in his crazed quest to 
become a Messiah - he left a trail of broken hearts. 
Applewhite formed the Heaven's Gate Cult with a nurse 
called Bonnie Lu Nettles. Applewhite was such a charismatic 
speaker that he convinced at least five cultists to join him in 
having themselves castrated, an act they believed would 
"neuter" their earthly " containers" before they could enter 
heaven. 

Preparations for the journey began last fall after a photo 
was posted on the Internet that zoomed a UFO hiding in the 
trail of the Ha le-Bopp Comet. The cult's leader believed that 
was an alien reincarnated as a second Jesus Christ and took 
it as the sign he had long waited to receive. 

The cult members - intelligent computer experts with lost 
souls- began cutting their ties with this world to get ready for 
their "fl ight" into the world beyond. They sold off their pos­
sessions in January and ended up sharing a US $1.6 million, 
seven-bedroom mansion until their " exit day". 

A Growing Cu lture 
Heaven's Gate today has counterparts in every continent. 
Cult activity is growing worldwide as a result of the spiritual 
and geographic rootlessness of many modern societies. 
Growing secularism has left some people in desperate need 
for a deeper meaning of life. These would do anything- even 
commit suicide- to get it . 
Cultism vs. Religion 

Cultism borrows from the belief systems of different cul­
tures. However, one should be careful in not confusing the 
cult culture with religion. 
The Heaven Gate Cult teaches that the human bodies are 
mere "conta iners" of the soul which death liberates to move 
to a higher level of existence. These pervasions of religion 
could easily be mistaken for the widely-accepted Buddhist 
doctrine of rei ncarnation, or the Islamic belief in Heaven. 
The cult urges its followers to live communally to avoid con­
tamination by worldliness. This practice should not be con­
fused with well-established communities, like nunneries or 
monasteries. 

Finally, the cult is dominated by a charismatic leader who 
claims to know the one true way to enlightenment. This is an 
obvious borrowing from the Old Testament account of 
Moses receiving the Ten Commandments from GOD. 
In short, we cannot really explain what has happened; but at 
least we are sure that it really DOES matter what you believe 
in. 

!Compiled from the following sources: Newsweek; TIME; and the Web) 

Your Skirt Is Too Short ... 
Are You Too Modern? 
By Nagham EI-Khalil 

Saturday night, 10:00 p.m. My friend will be here in exactly 
thirty minutes. I'm rushing to get ready for the night out. I am 
wearing my tight black blouse and matching mini-skirt. "Bye, 
Dad. I won't be late tonight. I promise!" I say as I rush out of 
my room hoping he won't notice my skirt. " Wait a minute 
young lady! Where do you think you're going in that skirt? 
What will the neighbors say when they see you dressed like 
that? We live in an Arab country; if you want to act as a 'mod­
ern' woman, go live elsewhere! You had better change into 
something more decent if you want to live this house." 

Modern?! What did he mean when he said "modern"? Did 
he mean liberated? Innovative? Is being modern better than 
not being modern? Does modernity entail a relaxed life­
style? And are we to assume that the women of today are 
more "modern" than the women of the past? 

When writer Jean Makdissi asked her audience - in a lecture 
held in April at AUB as part of a conference on "Gender and 
Citizenship in Lebanon"- to define a "modern woman", 
she was bombarded with all sorts of replies: "Flexible and 
ready to adapt"; "an open-minded individual free from her 
familial domain"; "someone with a successful career, living 
a luxurious life-style". The list was endless. 

There were no clear-cut answers to be provided. "The 
answer is in raising the question,"commented Makdissi, who 
was intrigued by the anguish associated with this question in 
women, in particular, and in society at large. This prompted 
her to investigate the issue further, starting with the roots of 
th problem. 
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ose Carreras ... Magical Moments 
Sandra Khalil 

On Saturday the 12th of April 1997, Lebanon relived an old 
lovno ,,;,,,"" of beauty and high sophistication through the 
music of Jose Carreras, who was accompanied by the sopra-

lsabel and the orchestra Da Camera Di Bologna. The 

The Dramatic Story ... 
of the AUB Drama Club 

By Nadine Sin no 

Once upon a time, there used to be a Drama Club at AUB­

and even a Drama major given by the department of Fine and 

Performing Arts. But among the casualities of war was the 

department as a whole, the Drama major and the Drama 

Club almost... but not quite .. . made its final curtain call. It went 

from a fully functioning club with official directors, advisors, 

and actors to being a struggling devoted team of survivors. 

Now let's talk about the survivors. Professors Kurani and 

Shebay'a, Bshara Atallah, and a group of determined stu­

dents have cooperated to keep the drama club alive. As 

Bshara Atallah, the acting president of the drama club, best 

puts it, "We try to be there to make sure that drama sur­

vives."Since 1991, Professors Kurani and Shebay'a have 

been directing major productions under the aegis of the CS 

program and the drama club activity. The following plays 

were performed at the AUB West Hall since then: 

Hotel Paradiso (Feydeau); The Proposal (Chekhov); 

Suppressed Desires (Giaspell); Love of One's Neighbor 

(Antoniev); Pen of My Aunt (Daviot); Bald Soprano (lonesco); 

Caucasian Chalk Circle (Brecht); and Fools (Neil Simon). 

Over five years ago, Makdissi set out to write a biography 
unfolding three successive generations of Arab women: Her 
grandmother's, her mother's and herself. To her dismay, she 
discovered that despite the significant roles that women 
played in the past, their official history was absent. She could 
not find one reliable source that was not written in the books, 
letters and biographies of Western women. 
"How can we provide answers about the past," asked 
Makdissi, "if we know so little about our present? Can we 
fairly assume that the women of the past were less modern 
than today's women? And if modernity is associated with 
labor, women have long been agents of the work force, albeit 
within the domain of their households." And that is signifi­
cant. 

Najla Hamadeh, one of the organizers of the event and a 
faculty member at the CS department, commented that 
modernity had two faces. On the one hand, it positively 
awakened the senses of women and made them aware of 
their rights to speak up and to better themselves. On the 
other hand, it desensitized the social realm, instilling such 
values as materialism and self-indulgence.She stressed that 
women should balance between their own needs and their 
responsibilities towards society at large. 

Makdissi concluded by saying that women should 'be an 
active part of an existing social system. That, according to 
her, will only be achieved when women investigate and learn 
more about their past in order to understand their present*; 
only then will they develop into "social beings". 
Therefore, in answering the question about what it meant to 
be a "modern woman", Makdissi emphasized: Self-expres­
sion. "I'm sure your grandchildren will love to learn about 
your experiences. Write down your thoughts. Talk about the 
conditions of your time and express yourselves freely. That 
is the way for a better future." 
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concert was directed by the maestro David Gimenez. 
The turnout for this event was astounding, and everyone was 
dressed in fancy suits and dresses for the occasion. It seems 
that after all these years of absence, the Lebanese audience 
is still as "tuned in" as it was before the war. 
The doors were closed at 9:00 o'clock sharp, and the concert 
began at 9:30. The stage was beautifully decorated in the 
style of a real opera house, with extravagant red curtains, 
plants and artifacts. 
... Then Jose Carreras made his appearance. He sang and 
captivated the audience with his interpretation of Marechiare 
by Tosti. He also sang excerpts from many other famous 
operas such as Maristella (by Pietry) and West Side Story (by 
Bernstein). As for Isabel Rey, she was just as good a per­
former and filled the gap captivatingly during the great 
tenor's breaks. 

I especially enjoyed the duos, such as Verdi's famous La 
Traviata, Bernstein's classic West Side Story, and Webber's 
magical Phantom of the Opera. At the end of the scheduled 
recital, Jose Carreras was forced by numerous standing ova­
tions to sing some favorites like Grenada and 0 Sole Mio. He 
continued to please the audience until he started to get tired 
after four or five encores. 

Two big screens on both sides of the stage enabled the 
whole audience to see and appreciate the performance of the 
singers. The screens alsotransmitted occasional shots of the 
audience that included important political and social figures. 
Unfortunately, however, the acoustic system was not power­
ful enough to convey the grandness of the music. 

Currently, three one-act plays are being prepared for presen­

tation between May 7-16, and these are: The Bear (Chekhov); 

Sunday costs Five Pesos (Josefina Niggli); and Passion, 

Poison and Petrifaction (G.B. Shaw). 

Taking parts in the production of the plays are mainly stu­

dents of the course CS 283, as well as others who feel they 

are qualified to try out for the plays. A talent contest was 

recently held to encourage creative students who wish to 

participate. Both Professor Shebay'a and Bshara Atallah 

agree that what is lacking is not the students' motivation, but 

rather the financial support and the professional personnel. 

Attalah also suggests that an officia drama program be 

established for all those interested in specializing in drama 

and who wish to develop their full potential. 

It is an undeniable fact that AUB has succeeded in the aca­

demic achievement domain. However, it will be a shame to 

have whatever remains of the "art" element disappear into 

oblivion! 

In the meantime if people would just attend these produc­

tions, (and they have been praised by audiences and critics 

who have gone) that is another way to help a "dramatic 

recovery" at AUB. 

THE CIVIliZATION SEQUENCE PROGRAM & THE A.U.B. DRAMA CLUB 
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Cloning: New Dimensions? 
By Bashar Haidar 

considered as one of the most amazing breakthroughs in 

genetic engineering at present, " cloning" is dominating the 

global media headlines. Time and effort are being exerted to 

discuss and comprehend this extremely debatable and con­

troversial issue. 

What is cloning? 
In defining the cloning process, some scientists simply 

refer to it as the manipulation of a cell taken f rom an an imal, 

and making it grow into an exact duplicate of the same ani­

mal. 

Needless to say, cloning has been performed frequently in 

past years. However, that type of cloning was based on 

embryonic cells. Simply stated, the cells in t he embryo are 

" general cells", which means that they are not related a par­

ticular organ. These "undifferentiated" cells give rise to all 

the other cells in the body. As development progresses, the 

DNA in the cell is altered so that not all the genes are active, 

and only the ones needed for accomplishing a certain func­

tion are kept active. 

If cloning has been performed fo r years, one may wonder 

why the issue was recently met with much controversy. It 

was the discovery of Dr. lan Wilmut, a cell biologist at the 

Roslin Institute in Scotland, that caused all the hoopla. Dr. 

Wilmut used fully developed "adult" cells to make a clone. 

What is interesting about this is that he figured a way to acti­

vate all the genes in the cell so that he could manipulate 

them in the same manner as with the embryonic cells. He 

had began working on this project with his team ten years 

ago. He finally discovered that if the cell is deprived of its 

nutrients for one week, it will activate all its genes. This state 

is known as the "quiescent state" . 

Dr. Wilmut describes the whole process in a few words: " 

Take one of the sheep cells, slip it into an egg cell from a dif­

ferent sheep, put the whole package into a surrogate mother, 

and wait for 150 days." In reality, it might not be that easy. 

Out of 277 adult cells that he took from the sheep, only one 

cell was successfully cloned into what he called "Dolly". 

The cloning process: 

When the cell is taken from the donor, it is made to reach 

Yoga and Health 
By Rima EI-Harake 

In an interview, the AUB yoga instructor, Susan W illiamson, 

defined yoga as "a science [that] is still the best way to 

ensure good health, peace of mind and happiness." 

It is a science because the various techniques that are prac­

ticed have been proven to be effective. The word yoga 

means union - union between body, mind and spirit, 

between the individual and his su rroundings, and between 

the individual soul and the supreme soul. This is the way that 

yogis understand God. 

Yoga is the only system that treats the five different levels 

of the human personal ity and being . Each level - the physi­

cal , the ethereal, the mental, the ego and the soul- concen­

trates on improving a part of the human body. The physical 

or Hatha yoga provides a balance between two appositely 

charged energies. The ethereal level provides the body with 

energy, or Prana, which is essential for the whole system. 

The mental level is for the control of the mind and senses. 

The ego level induces correct thinking and the study of the 

self. Finally, the soul is the highest level and is purified by 

meditation exercises and by devotion to God. The improve­

ment on all these levels enables the individual to reach a 

higher spiritual dimension in his devotion to God . 

The different techniques that are practiced by yogis ensure 

that the mind, ego, and spirit are modified and improved. 

Through concentration, the study of spiritual wisdom, and 

devotion and meditation, the highest level of pure existence 

can be reached. 

Other than the actual practice of Hatha yoga, which con­

centrates on the physical being, the breathing technique is of 

utmost importance to yogis because it induces energy into 

the system and ensures vitality and resistance to diseases. 

Yoga is, therefore, a system that improves the individual 

physically, mentally, and spiritually, and concentrates on 

making a person healthier and more resistant to disease. 

•, 

the "quiescent state". Another egg cell is taken from another 

provider - which, of course, has different genetic characteris­

tics - and the nucleus is removed from the cell. Next, the cell 

and the egg are fused together with the help of an electric 

shock. This fusion makes the molecules in the egg program 

the genes of the donated cell to produce a full embryo. 

Finally, the embryo is implanted into a surrogate mother. 

With this, it is possible to get an exact copy of the an imal 

from which the donor cell was originally take. 

It does not stop here, though. Much controversy has arisen 

over this issue by scientists and lay-persons alike. Beside the 

ethical issues that are being debated, there are technical 

questions that are being raised by scientists. Will the cloned 

animal live as long as the original animal? Moreover, some 

of the DNA which is essential for development is not present 

in the nucleus. This, along with the problem of getting the 

chromosomes re-programmed for the new cell may affect 

the health of the clone. The list goes on. 

Playing God? 

It can be argued that cloning creates new dimensions in 

genetic engineering and provides humanity with new 

Send 
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ln the Clones 
0 A Finn Dorset ewe 

provides the mammary 
cell for cloning 

@} A mammary cell 
contains copies of every 
gene needed to make a 
sheep. but only genes 
for protiens required by 
mammary cells are 
active. 

Ms. Williamson confirmed that yogis must adhere to a vege­

tarian diet. Yogis believe that killing animals is a v iolent act, 

and, therefore, the food obtained conta ins many negative 

elements which affect the body and the mind. Accord ing to 

Ms. Williamson, "a vegetarian diet produces calm mental 

vibrations suitable for meditation, creativity and freedom 

from many of today's illnesses." She concludes, " As one 

Indian monk best puts it, 'My stomach is not a cemetery for 

dead animals'." 

What is Vegetariansim? 
(Reprinted with permission f rom The Himalayan Academy 

Publications) 

-Must We Kill in order to Live? 

Vegetarianism, known in Sanskrit as Shakahara, w as for 

thousands of years a principle of health and environmental 

ethics throughout India. Though Muslim and Christian colo­

nization rad ically undermined and eroded thi s ideal, it 

remains to this day a cardinal ethic of Hindu t hought and 

practice. A subtle sense of guilt persist s among Hindus w ho 

eat meat, and there exists an ongoing controversy on th is 

issue. 

For India 's ancient th inkers, life is seen as t he very stuff of 

the Divine, an emanation of the Source and part of a cosmic 
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avenues. But w ill t he day come when humans can be cloned? 

Scientists say that it is im possible yet, but that it may very 

well be on the way. Maybe then we can have two Gandhis 

and two Hitlers. On ly God knows for certain! 

" Clon ing" at the AUB Alumni Club 

Cont ributed by El ia Abou Jaoude 

In light of the media-driven interest in the Dolly-clone issue, 

the Science Sub-Committee of the AUB Alumni Club orga­

nized a panel discussion on the subject of genetic engineer­

ing. The event was held on April 10 at the AU B Alumni Club, 

and hosted four promi nent speakers: Dr. Rabih Talhouk 

(AUB), Dr. Ma rw an Sabba n (AUB ), Dr. Tarek Na'awas (LAU), 

and Dr. Andre Megarbahe (USJ ). The panelists succeeded in 

presenting the issue of cloning as a small part of the vast 

domain of genetic engineering, the "whats" and "hows" of 

which were introduced in a simplified manner to a non-spe­

cial ist aud ience. 

[The Science Subcommittee (SSC) of the AUB Alumni Club invites new appli 
cations for membership. All interested university graduates and students may 
apply. For more information, please contact Elia Abou Jaoude (AUB, Ext. 4853), 
Nina Farah (LAU, Ext. 1 197) , or simply drop by the Alumni Club on Thursdays 
At 5:30 p.m.] 

Scientists once thought that cloning an animal from an adult cell was imposible. 
Although every cell contains the complete genetic blue print of making a new animal, 
those Instructions can not be read in adults cells; they've become specialists, producing 
cells only for a single body part. The Scottish team figured out how to turn on all the 
genes needed to make a lamb from a single adult sheep cell. 

fD Cells grow and divide 
making carbon copies of 
themselves. But If the 
cells are starved of 
nutrients, they enter a 
quiescent state. At th is 
point all of their genes 
can be activated. 

0 A Scottish black face ewe 
provides the egg. 

0The egg, or oocyte, Is 
kept alive in a laboratory 
dish. 

Q) The nucleus is removed 
from the egg. 

t)The mammary cell and 
the egg fuse with a 
spark of electricity. 
Molecules in the egg 
then program genes in 
the mammary cell to 

produce the lamb 
embryo. 

C) Clusters of embryonic 
cells are grown. 

c;) Embryos are implanted 
into a surrogate mother. 

(!}The lamb that results is 
a clone of the donor 
ewe. 

Genetic duplicate 

continuum. They further hold that each life form, even water 

and t rees, possesses consc iousness and energy. 

Nonviolence, the primary basis of vegetarianism, has long 

been central to the re lig ious t raditions of India-especially 

Hinduism, Buddhism and Jain ism. Religion in India has con­

sistently upheld the sanctity of life, whether human, animal 

or, in the case of the Ja ins, elemental. 

There developed early in India an unpa ralleled concern for 

harmony among life forms, and this led to a common ethos 

based on non-injuriousness and a minima l consumption of 

natu ral resources - in other words, to compassion and sim­

plicity. If the homosapien were to survive his present 

pred icament, he w ill have to red iscover these two primary 

eth ical virtues. 

What really is vegetarianism? 

Vegeta rian foods inc lude grains, fruits, vegetables, 

legumes and dai ry products. Natural, f resh foods, locally 

grown without insecticides or chemical fertilizers are pre­

ferred. A vegetarian d iet does not include meat, fish, fowl or 

eggs. For good health , even certain vegetarian foods are 

min im ized: frozen and canned foods, highly processed 

foods, such as wh ite rice, white sugar and white flour; and 

"junk" foods and beverages-those with abundant chemical 

add itives, such as artificial sweeteners, colorings, flavorings 

and p reservatives. 

In my forty years of m inistry it has become quite evident 

that vegetarian families have far fewer problems than those 

who are not vegeta rian. If children are raised as vegetarians, 

every day t hey are exposed to nonviolence as a principle of 

peace and compassion. Every day they are growing up they 

are remembering and being reminded to not kilL They won't 

even kiH another creature to eat, to feed themselves. And if 

they won't kill another creature to feed themselves, they will 

be m uch less likely to do acts of violence against people. 

[For more information. write to Himalayan Academy Publications, 107 
Kaholalele Road, Kapaa, HI 96746, USA] 
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Five Reasons to Be a Vegetarian 

In the past fifty years millions of meat-eaters have made 

the personal decision to stop eating the flesh of other crea­

tures. There are five major motivations for such a decision. 

1) The DHARMIC/SCRIPTURAL LAW reason: 

Ahimsa, the law of non injury, is the Hindu's first duty in ful ­

fillment of his religious obligations to God and God's cre­

ation as defined by Vedic scripture. 

21 The KARMIC CONSEQUENCES reason: 

All of our actions, including our choice of food have, karmic 

consequences. By involving oneself in the cycle of inflicting 

injury, pain and death, even indirectly by eating other crea­

ures, one must in the future experience in equal measu re 

the suffering caused. 

Internet at AUB 
by Wissam Ad ib 

The Internet project at AUB began in 1991, and at 

the end of 1993 AUB became the first institution in 

Lebanon to go " online". Since then, continuous 

upgrades have been made to the AUB Internet net­

work. 

Acquiring Internet access enabled AUB to provide 

several services to both the world wide community, 

and to its faculty and students. 

The AUB "home page " was set up as a source of 

information to all Internet users, and contains sever­

al interesting features, including: the online version 

of the AUB catalogue, which is a vital tool for 

prospective AUB students; the "e-mail" search 

engine, which allows users to search for the e-mail 

addresses of people in AUB; and a graphical tour 

giving "surfers" a quick introduction to the AUB 

campus. A recent addition to the AUB home page is 

a library search engine. However, this is only avail­

able from within the AUB premises and is still under 

testing . 

To many students, the Internet in Lebanon is an 

expensive dream, available only to the few who can 

afford it. This year, however, AUB took an essential 

step towards providing e-mail access to its students, 

connecting them to the most important communica­

tions network to date. 

As soon as students had e-mail access, they filled 

the computer labs all over AUB. Everyone had a rea­

son for connecting to the rest of the world: search­

ing for and talking to long lost friends; passing infor­

mation around; and even forming new relationships. 

In fact, most students who have used it agree that 

th e e-mail service has become an integral part of 

their everyday lives. 

Two other services that came with the e-mail were 

USENET and Internet Relay Chat (IRC) . USENET is a 

collection of newsgroups and discussion forums 

which allow people to publicly discuss issues of 

interest. Although the USENET has not taken off as 

dramatically as the e-mail, some students are begin­

ning to utilize this service, publishing general dis­

cussions through aub.general, and posting "want­

ed" and "for sale" items on au b . wanted and aub.for­

sale, respectively. IRC has only recently been imple­

mented in the gw-fea server for engineering stu­

dents. This is a system through which students can 

HEALTH/TECH 

3) The SPIRITUAL CONSCIOUSNESS reason: 

Food is the source of the body's chemistry, and what we 

ingest affects our consciousness, emotions and experiential 

patterns. If one wants to live in higher consciousness, in 

peace and happiness and love for all creatures, then he can­

not eat meat, fish, shellfish, fowl or eggs. By ingesting the 

grosser chemistries of animal foods, one introduces into the 

body and mind anger, jealousy, fear, anxiety, suspicion and a 

terrible fear of death, all of which are locked into the flesh of 

butchered creatures. For these reasons, vegetarians live in 

higher consciousness. 

4) The HEALTH reason: 

Medical studies prove that a vegetarian diet is easier to 

digest, provides a wider range of nutrients and imposes 

fewer burdens and impurities on the body. Vegetarians are 

less susceptible to all the major diseases that afflict contem­

porary humanity, and thus may live longer, healthier, more 

conduct live chats with each other. 

As with everything in life, however, nothing is per­

fect. And the AUB e-mail service is no exception. 

With the recent addition of a computer lab in Bliss 

Hall , the total number of computer labs at AUB 

become four. Although there are plans to add new 

computer labs to the Agriculture and Food Sciences 

and the Business Administration buildings, the 

availability of computers still does not meet the stu­

dents' demands. It is usually impossible to walk into 

a computer lab and find a computer free for use. 

Needless to say, breathing room becomes scarce 

during peak hours. Have the computer labs become 

the second West Hall, where people go to meet 

international friends?! 

Another aspect of the e-mail service, which stu­

dents find extremely annoying, is the e-mail 

addresses. These have been pre-chosen by the 

institution on the basis of the students' initials and a 

code number. Students feel that they should be able 

to choose their own user names. 

The Personal Computer and Network Support 

(PCNS) unit was the one responsible for the execu­

tion of the Internet project at AUB, and it is still work­

ing on improving and maintaining the system. The 

PCNS is in the process of constructing a more fool ­

proof network to avoid the loss of e-mail in case of 

an interruption in the Internet link. In the near future, 

the PCNS unit hopes to be able to connect the facul­

ty to the World-Wide Web (WWW) using time slot­

ting techniqu es. In addition, a project which is cur­

rently in progress will connect Lebanese companies 

with AUB, allowing students to have full access to 

the local Lebanese Internet service. 

Faculty and students are encouraged to put their 

departments online by sending the finished web 

pages to the PCNS unit. An interesting method for 

designing the web pages - which is currently being 

implemented by the Faculty of Engineering and 

Architecture - is to offer a cash prize to the group of 

students who come up with the best design. AUB 

faculty and staff are also encouraged to create their 

own personal online home pages by using the 

Home Page Creator, which is available from the 

main page of the AUB server. -

Nabil Bukhaled, manager of the PCNS unit at AUB 
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productive lives. They have fewer physical complaints, less 

frequent visits to the doctor, fewer dental problems and 

smaller medical bills. Their immune system is stronger, their 

bodies are purer, more refined and their skin more beautiful. 

51 The ECOLOGICAL reason: 

Planet earth is suffering. In large measure, the escalating 

loss of species, destruction of ancient rain forests to create 

pasture lands for livestock, loss of topsoils and the conse­

quent increase of water impurities and air pollution have all 

been traced to the single fact of meat in the human diet. No 

single decision that we can make as individuals or as a race 

can have such a dramatic effect on the improvement of our 

planetary ecology as the decision to not eat meat. Many 

seeking to save the planet for future generations have made 

this decision for this reason and this reason alone. 

and organizer of this year's computer exposition in 

Lebanon (CompEx '97) , explained how academic 

institution played an important role in the initial pro­

liferation of the Internet in the United States. AUB 

must now follow suit to ensure that Lebanon catch­

es up with the rest of the world on the information 

superhighway. 

JAFET On-Line 
The long hours of fruitless searching for missing 

books at the Jafet library are finally over. A long­

awaited computer search engine has finally been 

installed in the library, and students can now find 

books in seconds. Another great time-saver is the 

feature which shows whether the book is available 

in the library. No more waiting for the assistants to 

feel energetic enough to check if the book is avail­

able. The only downside to this is that students no 

longer have an excuse for handing in their home-

Picks of the Month: 

Lebanon.com (http://www.lebanon.com/): One of the most 

complete sources of information about Lebanon on the net. 

TuCows (http://www.tucows.com/): You will find all the 

Internet related software you will ever need here, and with 

their "cool" rating system, a program worth five cows is 

worth a look. 

Geocities (http://www.geocities.com/): Set up your resi ­

dence on the Internet in one of the Geocities' many neigh­

borhoods. 

The Daily Muse (http://www.cais.net/aschnedr//muse.htm): 

World news presented in a humorous setting. 

ESPN Sports Zone (http://espnet.sportzone.com/): A have 

for all the sports fans. 

Net radio (http://www.netradio.net/) : The first radio station 

on the net. All you need is a copy of the ReaiAudio program, 

and you will be ready to receive. 
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The Poets' Corner: 
SHUT UP! 

They hardly know you 
But they want to talk 
They think they can judge you­
By the way you walk 
What they do not know is that 
There is so much good in the worst of us 
And what they cannot understand is that 
There is so much bad in the best of us 
People! Why don't you mind your own affairs? 
In life, simply just play your roles 
Live your lives- let others live theirs 
It is a free country after all! 
The world will never be in peace 
As long as people keep intruding 
Hatred will never cease 
When people cannot get enough of talking! 
JUST SHUT UP! 

Nagham AI- Khalil 

ODE TO A NESCAFE! 
We have become such good friends these days 
And you have helped me in great many ways 
This little rhyme is dedicated to you 
'Cause I owe you a lot; I really do 
You helped me overcome many a depressive state 
You helped me stay hours late 
When I had deadlines to meet the next day 
You never ignored me or walked away 
Whenever I felt that it was over for me 
You boosted me up and made me see 
That I can do it and that I'm strong 
That giving up is weak and wrong 
You are such a reliable friend 
And I got all my thanks to send 
Although not human, but a thing you are 
I' ll call you my savior, my guiding star! 

Nadine Sinno 

DEATH OF AN INNOCENT 
I went to a party, Mom, I remembered what you said. 
You told me not to drink, Mom, so I drank soda 
instead. 
I really felt proud inside, Mom, the way you said I 
would. 
I didn 't drink and drive, Mom, even though the others 
said I should. 
I know I did the right thing, Mom, I know you are 
always right. 
Now the party is finally ending, Mom, as everyone is 
driving 
out of sight. 
As I got into my car, Mom, I knew I'd get home in one 
piece. 
Because of the way you raised me, so responsible and 
sweet. 
I started to drive away, Mom, but as I pulled out into 
the road, 
The other car didn't see me, Mom, and hit me like a 
load. 
As I lay there on the pavement, Mom, I heard the 
policeman say, 
The other guy is drunk, Mom, and now I'm the one 
who will pay. 
I'm lying here dying, Mom. I wish you'd get here 
soon. 
How could this happen to me, Mom? My life just 
burst like a balloon. 
There is blood all around me, Mom, and most of it is 
mine. 
I hear the medic say, Mom, I'll die in a short time. 
I just wanted to tell you, Mom, I swear I didn't drink. 
It was the others, Mom. The others didn't think. 
He was probably at the same party as I. 
The only difference is, he drank and I will die. 
Why do people drink, Mom? It can ruin your whole 
life. 
I'm feeling sharp pains now. Pains just like a knife. 
The guy who hit me is walking, Mom, and I don't think 
it's fair. 
I'm lying here dying and all he can do is stare. 
Tell my brother not to cry, Mom. Tell Daddy to be 
brave. 
And when I go to heaven, Mom, put "Daddy's Girl" on 
my grave 
Someone should have told him, Mom, not to drink 
and drive. 
If only they had told him, Mom, I would still be alive. 

My breath is getting shorter, Mom. I'm becoming very 
scared.> Please 
don't cry for me, Mom. When I needed you, you were 
always there. 
I have one last question, Mom, before 1 say good bye. 
I didn't drink and drive, so why am I the one to die? 
Anonymous 

ENTERTAINMENT 

MOVIE REVIEW 
By Sandra Khalil 

-
The English Patient: 

By Anthony Minghella, with 
Ralph Fiennes, Kristin Scott 

Thomas, Juliette Binoche 
One would think that 

World War II and tragic love 
stories have become over­

treated topics. But Michael 
Ondaatje, author of the 
story on which the film is 
based, gives these classic 
subjects a new dimension 
that is wonderfully present­

•ed by Anthony Minghella in 
his latest film The English 
Patient. 

In an abandoned mona­
stery, Hana (Juliette 

Binoche, winner of the 

Academy Award for Best 
Supporting Actress), a 
nurse, takes care of 
Almansy (Ralph Fiennes), an 

agonizing pilot and archae­
ologist who recalls his trag­
ic love for Kathryn Clifton 
(Kristen Scott Thomas). 

I I 

MIND CONTROL 
(Please follow the instructions below carefully:) 

The f ilm retraces two love 

stories, portraying the mis­
ery that people lived in dur­

ing World War II. The main 
characters are devastated 

by the war and are in search 
for peace, memories, and 
even morphine to ease their 

pains. As the movie pro­
gresses, the viewer lives 
alternatively between two 
love stories: that of Kathryn 
and Almansy, and that of 
Hanna and Kip. 

Although the movie ends 
tragically, a sense of hope 
prevails. The music, which 
is very expressive of the 

moods of the characters, is 
most enjoyable. The last 
letter written by Kathryn in 

her last moments of life also 
seals the life of Almansy, 
creating a balanced 
melange of romanticism 

and awesome sorrow. For 
those who enjoy artistic 

photography and creative 
direction, this movie should 

1. Think of a number between 1 and 10. 
2. Multiply the number by 9. 
3. Add the digits of your results. 
4. Subtract 5 from your new number. 
5. Find the letter that corresponds to your number, if 1=A, 2=B, 
3=C, etc .. 
6. Think of a country that begins with your letter. 
7. Write down your country. 
8. Think of an animal beginning with the second letter of your 
country. 
9. Think of the color of that animal. 
10. Write down the animal and its color. 
11. Think of an animal that begins with the last letter of your 
country. 
12. Think of a fruit that begins with the last letter of this second 
animal. 
13. Write down the fruit and the animal. 

THE GRAMMAR GAME: 

Look on the next 
page for answer 

You can make the following into grammatically correct English by 
merely adding punctuation. You may not change the word order, 
nor add or subtract any words. 

"John while Jim had had had had had had had had had had had a 
better effect on the teacher " 
(solutions on next page) 

Mav·s TRIVIA: 
(Send your solution to OUTLOOK, Box 22, and WIN PRIZES!!!!) 

1. A taxi driver had been somewhat impolite to his passenger, so 
the passenger asked for the driver's number, with a view to report­
ing him. 
"So you want my number, do you? " said the driver. "Well, you can 

work it out for yourself. If you divide my number by 2, 3, 4, 5, or 6, 
you'll find there is always a remainder of 1. But if you divide it by 
11 there's no remainder. What's more, there is no other driver with 
a lower number who can say the same." 

What was the taxi driver's number? 

2. On one of the escalators in a department store, you find that if 
you walk down 26 steps, you need 30 seconds to get to the bottom; 
but if you make 34 steps, the you only need 18 seconds to reach 
the bottom. What is the height of the stairway in steps? The time is 
measured from the instant the top step begins to descend to the 
time you step off the last step at the bottom on to the level plat­
form . 

3. Consider the number 7731 . 
Now continue the sequence: 
15~ 193, 197,35~ 413, 41~79~797,81~819, ?, ? 
What are the last two numbers? 

Good, Bad, Worse 
J Bad: Your son's involved in Satanism. Worse: As a sacrifice. 
J Bad: Your wife wants a divorce. Worse: She's a lawyer 
J Good: You get a three-day weekend . Bad: You get the flu on 
Fnday. 
J Good: Your uncle leaves you a fortune. Bad: It's counterfeit. 

satisfy their quest for serene 

beauty. 

The First Wives Club: 
By Hugh Wilson, with Bette 
Midler, Goldie Hawn, and 
Diane Keaton 

Classic scenes. A woman, 
who gives away her career 
to take care of her husband 
and daughter, gets dumped 
for a working woman who 

"can have a more interest­
ing conversation". An 
aging actress finds out that 

she has to split her fortune 
and pay alimony to her hus­
band - whom she helped to 

get into showbiz - because 
he found a younger, more 
promising actress. A 
woman who goes into labor 

and has gained some 
weight finds herself alone 
afterherhusbandleavesher 
for a thinner, anorexic-like 

woman. Many women 
would not know how to han­
dle such crises, but not 
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these three friends. The 

only solution is .... GET 
EVEN! How? By creating 
the first wives club that 
would cover all their activi­
ties!! 

"To never underestimate 
the power of women" 

could be the moral of this 
charming comedy. You feel 
taken by their revenge as if 

it were your very own. You 
may especially enjoy the 
rich life of the high New 
York society. This is a show 
of luxury cars, furniture, 

decorators, and, of course, 
buffets and clothes. 

If you feel like t raveling to 
another world without deep 
meaning and meditations, 

the First Wives Club is the 
movie to see and enjoy. 
Finally, this is a funny 

movie that may not have 
the typical jokes, but the 
subtle humor that every­

body could enjoy! 

I._-

CHINESE HOROSCOPE: What Are You? 

- RAT: - HORSE: 
Energetic, industrious, playful , 

generous, but beware of his crit­
icism in marriage. Rats are 
loyal, devoted and very consid­

erate. Their partner is ox, mon­
key or dragon. 

Well groomed, intelligent, inno­
vative, active. The horse is inde­

pendent and selfish until he falls 

in love. Should have a swinging 
time with the tiger, the dog or 

the goat. 
- OX: - GOAT: 

Hardworking, strong, practical, 

reserved. The Ox hates failure, 
has great family values and will 

be prosperous in his own busi­
ness. He will be happy with the 

snake, rooster and rat. 

Quiet, graceful, elegant, cre­

ative, lucky, goats are charming 

and successful, but their hesita­
tions can get in the way. Goats 
are most compatible with the 

rabbit, pig and horse. 
'--TIGER: - MONKEY: 

Courageous, liberal , fashion 
conscious, unpredictable, the 

tiger is passionate. Risky jobs 
are what he likes. He will find 

the greatest compatibility with 
the horse, dog or dragon. 

Intell igent, witty, fashionable , 
amusing, they are so clever 

some tend to be conceited. 
Through signs ofthe dragon, rat 
and rabbit, monkeys should find 

true compatibility. 
f-- RABBIT: - ROOSTER: 

Gentle, affectionate, artful, Entertaining, outspoken, contra-
clever, rabbits are pacifists who 
hate drama. They make suc­

cessful businessmen and diplo­
mats. Th eir compatible signs 

are goat, pig and dragon. 

versial, frank, roosters are gen­
erous w ith panache, act ive, 

always full of projects. They 
cannot go past the ox, the snake 

and the dragon. 
f-- DRAGON : - DOG: 

Enthusiastic, versatile, ambi­

tious dominant, he is a winner. 
His love of perfection can make 

him hard on others. Dragons 
will find understanding with the 

monkey, rat and rooster. 

Honest, dependable, devoted, 
protective. Though his realism 

makes him look pessimistic, the 

dog is a true idealist. He should 
be very happy with the tiger, 

horse or pig. 
r-SNAKE: - PIG: 

Wise, understanding, elegant, 
shrewd. Women snakes are 

beautiful. The snake is intuitive, 
lucky in business, versatile and 

possessive in love. His partner 
is ox, rooster or rabbit. 

RAT 
ox 
TIGER 
RABBIT 

DRAGON 
SNAKE 

HORSE 

GOAT 
MONKEY 

ROOSTER 
DOG 
PIG 

1912 

1913 

i914 

1915 

1916 

1917 

1918 

1919 

1920 

1921 

1922 

1923 

1924 1936 

1925 1937 

1926 1938 

1927 1939 

1928 1940 

1929 1941 

1930 1942 

1931 1943 

1932 1944 

1933 1945 

1934 1946 

1935 1947 

Kind, friendly, courteous, chari­

table, pigs also have great inner 

strength. Women pigs are good 
mothers. Pigs will be happy 

with the goat, the rabbit and the 

rat. 

1948 1960 1972 1984 

1949 1961 1973 1985 

1950 1962 1974 1986 

1951 1963 1975 1987 

1952 1964 1976 1988 

1953 1965 1977 1989 

1954 1966 1978 1990 

1955 1967 1979 1991 

1956 1968 1980 1992 

1957 1969 1981 1993 

1958 1970 1982 1994 

1959 1971 1983 1995 
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SPORTSRAMA 
Of Mice and Men 

April has really been the month of fairy tales. Real Madrid 

set the price for "Raoult Gonzalis" at US $42 million, and 

Barcelona quickly responded to the challenge by pricing 

" Renaldo" for US $100 million. 

At the beginning of this month, the Lebanese Football 

Federation reported that the national football team has 

incurred about US $1 million up until now. 

US $100 million for one player in contrast to US $1 million 

for the whole team! Obviously, this does not mean that for­

eign players are worth more than ours. But it necessarily 

implies that our expectations have, by far, exceeded reality. I 

have heard my colleagues saying that Lebanon will reach the 

fi nals and defeat the "giants", and I admit that I have often 

dreamt with them and shared their devotion to our team. I 

w as floating in my dream when Singapore shouted, " Wake 

up, work a lot and expect a little." 

Formula One 
by Hani Zaidan 

After 47 years of increasing success, Formula One cham­

pionships continue their trip with greater technology and 

rising popularity. Millions of dollars are spent on every 

Grand Prix Championship, which has made this sport the 

most expensive in the world. This issue of OUTLOOK will 

deal with the rules of the sport, and provides a rundown of 

the schedule of the races that will take place this season. 

The Rules: 
Number of roun ds: 

A maximum of 17 rounds, and a minimum of 8. 

Number of cars: 
A maximum of 26 cars during the race, and a maximum of 

30 cars during the try-outs. 

The Title: 
The "World Championship for Drivers" is given to the dri­

ver who collects the highest 

number of points during the 

season. "The World 

Championship for Makers" is 

given to the maker who col­

lects the maximum number of 

points- with a maximum num­

ber of two cars per maker dur­

ing the season. 

The Points: 
In one round: 10 points for 

the f irst place, 6 for the sec­

ond, 4 for the third, 3 for the 

fourth, 2 for the fifth, and 1 

point for the sixth place. 

Tie: 
There is no t ie, and if any two 

drivers collect equal points, 

the priority is given to the dri­

ver who has won more races as best driver. If they still tie, the 

priority is given to the driver who has won second place 

more often. 

Changing Drivers: 
During the season, a change of one driver is allowed for the 

first car, and a change of three drivers for the second car. 

The Alternative car: 
The use of an alternative car is permitted only during the 

prel iminary try-outs, morning warm-ups, and during the race 

when given the "green light". 

The Tryouts: 
Free tryouts are held on the Friday before the race from 11 

a.m-12 p.m. and from 1 p.m.-2p.m. Tryouts are also held on 

Saturdays from 9 a.m.-9:45a.m., and from 10:15 a.m.-11a.m. 

( except in the Monaco races where they are held on 

Thursdays) . 

During the tryouts, drivers are allowed to complete a max­

imum of 30 laps P.er day. Avery lap exceeding the 30th is 

deducted from the total of the qualifications laps. 

Qua I ifications: 

SPORTOSCOPE 

One round for qualifications is allowed on the Saturday 

before the race from 1 p.m.-2 p.m. Drivers are restricted to 

only 12 laps and may use their alternative cars. 

Warm-up Period: 
This extends to 30 minutes and takes place 4.5 hours before 

every race. 

Speed in the Hangar Area: 
80 km/sec during tryouts and 120 km/sec during the race. 

Change of Tires: 
During the entire race, each driver is allowed to use 36 tires 

for d ~y weather and 28 tires for rainy weather. 

The Start: 

HALFTIME 

Joke: 
-Man (at concer, in the dark): " Did I step on your toes 

when I went out?" 

-"Yes, you did." 

- "Good, I'm back in the right seat." 

Guinness Book of Records: 
The heaviest goal-keeper ever was the English player 

Willy Folk (1874-1916). He was 190 em tall and weighed 

141 kg . In the last years of his profession, Will weighed 

165 kg . A game was once stopped because he broke the 

goal stand! 

Quotations: 
"Every time you learn a new word, you hear it five times 

the next day." 
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A warm-up lap is done before every start. The drivers, lined 

up in their positions, wait for the red lights to change to 

green. Any driver who moves before the lights turn gree is 

penalized. 

Rain: 
Unless the track is felt to be dangerous, the race is not 

stopped. 

The Length of the Race: 
This is determined either by the minimum number of laps 

that cover 305 km, or by the set time of two hours. 

Limitations: 
Any person under the age of 16 is not allowed to enter the 

hangar area. Animals, other than those used for security, are 

also prohibited from entering. 

Schedule of Rounds 
1. Australian Grand Prix, Melbourne: 9/3/97 

2. Brazilian Grand Prix, lnterlagos: 30/3/97 

3. Argentinean Grand Prix, Buenos Aires: 13/4/97 

4. San Marino Grand Prix, lmola: 27/4/97 

5. Monaco Grand Prix, Monte Carlo: 11/5/97 

6. Spanish Grand Prix, Barcelona: 25/5/97 

7. Canadian Grand Prix, Montreal: 15/6/97 

8. French Grand Prix, Manny Kear: 29/6/97 

9. British Grand Prix, Silverstone: 13n/97 

10. German Grand Prix, Hokenheim: 27n/97 

11. Hungarian Grand Prix, Hungaroring: 10/8/97 

12. Belgian Grand Prix, Seba-Frankurshan: 24/8/97 

13. Italian Grand Prix, Monza: 7/9/97 

14. Austrian Grand Prix, A 1 Ring: 21/9/97 

15. Luxembourg Grand Prix, Norboring: 28/9/97 

16. Japanese Grand Prix, Suzuka: 12/10/97 

17. Portuguese Grand Prix, Estorel: 26/10/97 
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PORTS INVESTIGATION 
Behind every success, there is a noble fighter. OUTLOOK 

ill attempt to introduce the reader to these noble fighters­

AUB sports coaches to whom we owe a lot - in every 

ssue. This month's choice fell on the coach for the AUB 

rate Club, Mr. Abdallah EI-Saleh. 

0: Please state your age and social status. 

A: 40 years old and single. 

AU. B. Sports Teams that traveled to Egypt 

SPORTS/THEME 

What degree in Karate do you hold, and what is your pre­

sent career? 

I carry the 5th DAN in Shutokan Karate from Japan 

(W.S.K.F) I was a competitor in the Lebanese national team 

from 1973-1986, and the head coach since 1988. I became 

an instructor in 1984 following special training in Japan. I 

was promoted to the 6th DAN by the Arab Karate 

Federation for the work I did in promoting Karate in the 

Arab World. I am also an accountant by profession, and am 

in charge of employee relations at a company here in 

Lebanon. 

How long have you been at AUB? 

I have been teaching at the Karate Club since 1979, and 

became a coach in the Athletics Dept. in 1983. 

What are some of the most memorable events of the 

Karate Club? 

I remember when our team was at its peak and we partic­

ipated in the European Championship in Zurich in 1974. I 

had excellent students like Fadi Abdel Khalek, who was 

excellent by international standards. I also had Dr. Hani Hajj 

and the outstanding captain of the team Omar Knio. I also 

recall a few female competitors like Nadine Abdel Khalek, 

who won 2 medals in the Pan Arab game in 1984. 

Does Karate really involve the violence we see in movies? 

Karate is part of the Bu Do family (the art of fighting). In 

fact, the word "Budo" means "To stop fighting". The ulti­

mate goal of Karate is the perfection of the character. The 

violence shown in the movies is only for entertainment. 

What is required of a person to be a good player? 

Heavy training and discipline because Karate-Do (the 

Karate way) is more than a sport. It is a discipline. 

How do you find the students' response to Karate? 

I am surprised to see an increasing number of serious 

female players in our club. We also have a very promisi 

men's team at the moment. 

OUTlOOK UTI 

Your final word. 

I thank you for the interview, and I also thank the Athletics 

Department for their support. 

GAME OVER 

This section of OUTLOOK is the readers' section. In it, 

the reader may write about any topic of interest pertain-

. ing to sports. Questions, comments, information, etc .. 

are also welcome. 

Since this is OUTLOOK's first issue, this section will 

remain empty. We are waiting for your participation. 

Write to us at: 

Outlook I Sports, 
Box: 1440 
E-mail: hfz@aub.edu.lb 
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The 7°/o Dilemlli~ 
by Thamar Kechichian 

Let us get straight down to the point. According to the 

administration, the 7 percent increase in tuition fees for the 1997 
summer term is largely due to the annual 6 percent inflation of 
costs charged to the university. Additionally, faculty and per­
sonnel are in the process of requesting salary increases. 
Therefore, the 7 percent increase just about covers the rising 
costs charged to AUB's financial bill every year. 

To clarify further, the administration's and the student 
affairs' offices are not the decision-makers when it comes to the 
annual tuition increases. In fact, the Board of Trustees handles 
this delicate aspect of the AUB budget. 

These facts, however, do not deter most students from 
expressing feelings of frustration and downright disgust at the 7 
percent dilemma. Wednesday, June 4, witnessed the disruption 
of the annual Athletes' Night, honoring our AUB athletes, with 
shouts decrying the 7 percent increase and condemning the 
Dean of Student Affairs. While feeling pride at the unified stu­
dent body that openly voiced protests, others lament the sabo­
tage of the widely attended event. In the future, most of the stu­
dent body will not remember June 4 as "Athletes' Night '97", but 
as the "7 Percent Night '97". 

While being hounded by "boo's" and other flattering 
remarks during the same night, Dean Hajj admits, "I fully support 
[the students'] protests." In fact, Dean Haj j, in conjunction with 
the USFC (University Student Faculty Committee) will present 
the AUB acting president with the following series of requests: 1) 
Abolishment of the expected tuition increase for Fall '97; 2) A 
summer term financial aid program; 3) USFC access to AUB 
financial records; 4) Increase of the Financial Aid Budget; 5) Full 
reintroduction of hardship cases; 6) An increase in wages and 
hours for student employment. 

/ 
./ 

\ 

---

These requests are seriously considered by the SRC 
(Student Representative Committees). It is to the author's knowl­
edge that the USFC will continue to work intensely to terminate 
the expected tuition increase. In add ition , a few SRC members 
are Mid to be prepared to resign unless their demands are for­
mally considered by the Board of Trustees. Considering the fact 
that the '97-'98 school year is nearing its end, the SRC members 
have a chal lenging road ahead of them. 

regarding the annual tuition increases. The high point was naturally the October '94 
"uproar" . Last year students remembered too well the arrests and violence following the 
'94 demonstrations and chose to remain quiet. 

One of these many challenges would be the mobiliza-

However, the AUB of '97 differs drastically from the AUB of ' 94. A decrease of 
financial aid and the termination of several scho larships have virtually eliminated a siz­
able sector of the student body which would, otherwise, would have expressed consid­
erably stronger opinions. This year on June 5, a mellower protest was staged in front of 
West Hall. After the SRC finally convinced bystanders to join the sit-in on the ground, a 

tion of students' opinions which have ebbed from high to low 

A&S Go Big On The Big Game 
by Hussein Abdul - Hussein 

According to AUB tradition, the Big 
(football) Game is to be held on the Day of the 
Big (water) Fight, and immediately after the 
Parade on the green field . This year, Arts and 
Sciences (A&S) defeated Engineering . 

. Although one goal determined the end of the 
game in favor of A&S, the audience could not 
care less about who was doing what. 
Everybody was just having a great time. On a 
professional note, both teams gave brilliant 
performances. 

As the game started, it was obvious 
that the varsity players were in far better shape 
than other participating students. A&S had the 
varsity sweeper Salim Mikaty with his team­
mate Emile Tabanji playing defense. These two 
made it hard enough for the Engineers to break 
through the planks. Playing midfield, Gaith 
Awamly did not fail to give a supreme perfor­
mance by forwarding balls to the tense attack 

players who failed to score in the first half of 
the game. 

The second half started with the 
Engineers on the offensive. Ziad Khal ifeh , 
AUB's best 1997 player, was not in good 
shape because of a previous injury. To the 
Engineers' good fortune, Raja Jurdack 
proved to be the best player of the game 
despite his injury. As the game progressed, 
the Engineers pulled their act together, espe­
cially after A&S Kassem Zayour scored the 
first and only goal. A&S turned to defend the 
counter attack as the Engineers got more 
determined to catch up and score. But the 
Big Game ended in favor of Arts and 
Sciences with a final score of 1-0. 

After the game, Outlook met the 
Engineering varsity player Raja Jurdak. "We 
are not used to play in front of such a big 

crowd. Nobody attends the regular varsity games. The 
audience was encouraging and pumped us up," said Raja . 
Emile Tabanji of A&S commented that his team scored a 
brilliant victory and wished the Engineers better luck in the 
coming year . 

number of members attempted to 
arouse public opinion with strong 
statements and songs that were met 
with random rounds of applause. 

The most generic yet wide­
spread opinion of interviewed stu­
dents has been, "They should have 
told us before." Actually, the Board of 
Trustees has no valid reason to warn 
students of tuition increases ahead of 
time. Page 67, paragraph " 1", of the 
AUB Catalogu e, an announcement in 
large print reads: "The University 
reserves the right to change any or all 
fees at any time without prior notice." 
However, most students do not really 
think about such technical language 
whi le standing in line at the bank and 
suddenly realizing that the amount 
specified in the statement of f ees does 
not resemble the amount of Lebanese 
Liras they had sacrificed last year. 

The general consensus 
seems to be that AUB students request 
that further increases be at least pre­
ceded by a warning. The main source 
of anger resulting from the 7 percent 
increase was due to its shocking sud­
denness. However, most students are 
not prepared to resort to radical or vio­
lent measures. "The AUB degree and 
the high prestige associated with 
attending this institution is basically 
what we are paying for," adds a psy­
chology student. Considering the fact 
that the average Lebanese worker 
earns a monthly salary of around US 
$450, the average AUB student is not 
from the average family. 

Consequently, most students 
will continue to pay for an AUB educa­
tion as long as they feel that they are 
getting their money's worth . 
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THE REAL CHALLENGE 
It ~as come to my attention that Outlook has 

been dubbed "the administration's newspaper" . Students 

who have popularized this title probably do not realize 

that they have honored Outlook with it. This affiliation is 

testimony to the seriousness of the publication, which is 

really our aim. 

At this point, dear readers, allow me to clarify a 

few facts. Outlook is a newspaper for students, and run by 

students. It is the mouthpiece of the student body. 

However, that does not mean that Outlook should invoke 

anarchy and detach itself from the by-laws that were set 

by the AUB administration. On the contrary, Outlook aims 

to establish a line of communication between the st udents 

and the university administrators. 

Success in achieving one's intended goals, 

whether at the university level or the professional level, 

can only be reached through effective management. This 

entails setting up strong and organized lobbying groups, 

as well as establishing communication networks among 

the different university layers - students, faculty, and 

administration. 

The key to improving your university li fe is to 

become agents of change in an objective and organized 

manner. Going against the tide haphazardly will never 

achieve good results. This is the real cha llenge! 

Niveen Abboushi 

EDITORIAl/FEATURES June 1997 

OUTLOOK w elcomes letters 
and contributions from its 
readers on any subject they 
wish to tackle. 

Young Scientists 
OUTLOOK is a non 
political student 
publication 
American Univ­
ersity of Beirut 
West Hall 

If you had entered the West Hall Common Room 

and Auditorium "B" between May 20-22, you might have 

thought you were in Einstein 's lab! All around you could see 

molecular structures, pipes, tubes, metal sheets, and oozing 

fluids. But m ake no mistake; it was the 4th Annual Science 

Fa ir. 

Accord ing to Ms. Rula Zein , treasurer of the 

Educational Student Social Cabinet, the fair is held every 

year at AUB with schools participating from the different 

Lebanese reg ions. There were 11 participating schools in this 
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COPING WITH SIR.ESS 
By Shadi Anani 

In a complicated and compet itive world, anxiety - or stress- seems to be cha racteristic o 
a person's daily life. In many cases, a person under stress may be vulnerable to disease. Chroni 
stress causes several disorders, as it not only makes one more susceptible to disease, but it also 
disrupts one's performance of da ily routines. 

Therefore, it is essential to t ry to live a stress-free lifestyl e as much as possible. For some, 
it may mean choosing an area of study at the university level that best fits their liking. 
Unfortunately, most of us are bound to live under stressful conditions, which leads us to a pertinen 
question: How can we deal with stress? 
Listen to Your Negative Thoughts: 

Many people have a tendency to blame others for their own wrongdoing. This often lead 
to negative reactions like getting into f ights, or resort ing to alcohol or other bad habits. 

Moreover, we often tend to repeat negative th oughts like "I ca nnot do it" , or " I wil l fa i l", 
or "she will think badly of me", etc .. At times, these thoughts are subliminal, so one cannot be 
aware of their impact on fee lings and performance. 

It is vital to learn how to listen to these negative thoughts that exacerbate stress. Once 

these are identified, t heir power can be broken. 
Be Realistic: 

We are often not in touch with our desires and needs because w e judge ourselves by rules 
and ideas set for us by others . So the next time a th ought li ke "I SHOULD have graduated by now" 
or "I SHOULD work longer hou rs" crosses your mind, ask yourself "Says wh o?" and check whethe 
these " SHOULDs" are valid. For example, it is important to challenge ourselves in coll ege, but i 
order to eliminate feelings of frustration or guilt, our self-expectations should be realistic. 

All Work and No Play .. .. 
Play is not simply the opposite of w ork. Pl ay is the posit ive, creat ive, and pure act ivity tha 

is performed for its own sake. Most of the human experience lies between two extremes: At on 
end lies the "boring sameness", and at t he other lies th e "anxiety-producing chaos". It is the mid 
die point where a person's psychic energy f lows, and wh ere th e greatest pleasure can be felt. 

Sky-diving, computer and video games, biking, and playing non-professional sports ar 
only a few examples of activities that can generate positive energ ies. Purposelessness is essentia 
to play. That is why professional sports that em phasize effi ciency and results have only little to d 

with play. 
Exercise, Exercise, Exercise! 

In order to reshape our menta l state and reduce the impact of stress, it is important t 
introduce some aerobic activity into our lives. Aerobic exercises fl ood th e body wit h oxygen, whic 
induces more energy, better concentration, and a more posit ive outlook on life. It is best to do aer 
obic exercises early in the day, as this gives a feel ing of satisfaction t hroughout th e day. 

Yoga : 
Yoga is the perfect remedy for stress because it al low s one to detach onese lf from all neg 

ative thoughts. If you are interested in Yoga, you may wish to sign up for classes or get instruc 

tional videos . 

year's event, each with 9 projects that are distribuu rJ arr 'lng 

elementary, intermediate and secondary level stude: tts. 

Ms. Zein added that the aim of the fair was to have 

students interact with other students f rom different schools, 

as well as with university professors (who are the judges of 

the participants' projects) and school teachers. In their turn, 

the students get to discuss their projects with others and try 

to make a change in the world of science, Ms. Zein confers. 

Judges from AUB's different departments assess 

the participants' projects, and the three winning projects for 

1st, 2nd, and 3rd prizes are announced at the end of the fair. 

Certificates and troph ies are also awarded to al l the partici ­

pants . Students are usually evaluated on the basis of criteria 

ranging from creativity and scientific thought, to thorough­

ness, skills and clarity. 

Ziad Raslan , one of the parti cipating students from 

Rawdah High School , eloquently explained the idea behind 

his project on "energy from wind" . "I chose this project 

because of the need for an alternative source of energy for 

petroleum . We need a source that would help the environ ­

ment, and that is cheaper and more efficient for generating 

electricity. That is why we need to find the best mechan ism 

to build an efficient windmill - the focus of this project," 

explained the 11 -year-old scient ist. Ziad , who was assisted 

on the project by Zahi Husseini. Ziad added that the wind 

energy method was used in several parts of the world, with 

the U.S. being the best producer of this source of energy that 

exceeds 150 million K-Watts annually. He explained that this 

method was not used in Lebanon because "we need contin­

uous 18 km/hr w ind to generate electricity, and this is not 

available here." 

Karim Hamaou i and Basil Fakhry were other partic­

ipants from the American Community School (ACS) . Their 

project was more hi-tech in its presentation . A video display 

showed synapses about "water pollution and water in 

Lebanon ". Their project was designed to assess the extent of 

the water pollution problem in Lebanon. The two students 

took samples from 15 Lebanese rivers, as well as from tap 

waters, whose pollution levels were tested . The results: 

Pollution is not a problem in Lebanon yet, but a growing one 

that is better nipped in the bud. 

OUTLOOK congratulates all the winners of this 

year's fair, and all the participating potential scientists. 
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UB: Spice and All 
hings Nice 

by Dania AI-Saadi 

Boff. Nice. OK. Boring. Amazing. 

Lifeless. Interesting. Monotonous. 

Mysterious. Confusing. Funny. Empty. Great. 

Wonder what all these adjectives have in 

common? It is AUB! Who says AUB lacks 

spice. All you need is little investigation and 

a great to lerance for bad handwriting to find 

out what AUB students (around 100 sur­

veyed) think of AUB. Which ever way you 

may look at it, AUB emerges as one big and 

confusin g melting pot that brings o ut the 

unusua l and the not-so-unusual in peop le . 

It is impossible to make up one's 

mind about the true rea li ty of AUB, and some 

of the gathered information was mind-bog­

gling. Whereas many AUB students admire 

the relaxed environment of the American 

educational system, others complain about 

an educational system that is far from being 

open and relaxed! An amazing but true fact 

that reveals the contradictions that exist 

among AUB students. 

Interestingly, what seems to attract 

students to AUB (beside the reputation) is 

none other than the picturesque campus. 

Strange, but true! Are AUB students roman­

tic? You bet they are. The overwhelming 

majority choose the scenery and greenery to 

building a social life and making friends 

when joining AUB. What about the quality of 

education? Well, an amazing Art 

Appreciation course tops the students' list, in 

addition to the very few who actually like 

their majors and love the education. 

Other than being a good place to 

play leekhah and wa lk one's dog, AUB is 

adm i red for its "breed of w om en" . In fact, 

sexy lad ies and hot "c h1 cks " seem to be on 

the m inds of most AUB students - male stu ­

dents, that is. Certainly, the expe11s on the 

female sex the studious engineering stu­

dents. They naturally have interesting opin­

ions. One student likes women "because 

although some are smart, others are dumb, 

but most are sexy." As admitted, and having 

no time for socializing, the future engineers 

experience satisfaction in the fast lane: As 

they rush by the "green oval", they take a 

peak at the "curves that entertain and add a 

nice dimension to the university." And who 

can blame them? With majors that will be 

completed in the next millennium, "killing 

time", as one CCE puts it, becomes a favorite 

sport! 

Equality among the two sexes 

exists at AUB. "Chicks, nature, and myself" 

and "nature, guys, and some teachers" are 

listed by two students - male and female, 

respectively - as their main "likes" at AUB. 

This proves that males and females are 

indeed equally free to decide. 

Naturally, the list of AUB dislikes is 

long, and the obvious comes out: the new 

color of West Hall, the cafeteria food, people 

with colored hair and nose rings, and guards 

who do not allow physical proximity! 

Clearly, tuition fees, the grading system, t he 

teachers, and the administration are not at 

the top of the " dislikes" list because they tie 

with the previously mentioned items. 

Putting the tr ivi al dislikes aside, a 

few suggestions were made for improving 

AUB. The few ideas that are worth mention­

ing are: 

1. Getting a trampoline; 

2. Admitting more beautiful female students; 
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Are you in the right 
major? 
by Salma Mroueh 

"So, what's your major?" I asked a newly­

found friend sitting by the "green oval" . 

"Biology." He answered with a grim face. 

"Why so sad?" I asked out of curiosity. 

"Because I really wanted to be an artist." 

This is the type of conversation 

that I, and many others, always tend to 

have. Many peop le, especia lly at AUB, end 

up fall ing into the wrong major. Students 

thi nk th at it is only 3 to 4 years o f hardship\ () 

get the BAJBS. The fact is, thi s is a li fetime deci­

sion for anyone to make. Those who choose 

majors not by full conviction do so because of 

m oney illusions, nagging families, and sheer 

ignorance on what jobs are available in th e 

market. 

There is heavy competition among 

students wishing to enter the business depart­

ment at AUB, for example. The standards for 

entry are painfully high - bordering on suffer­

ing ... I mean, passing Econom ics 211 with at 

least a 70 average. Still, students insist on 

majoring in business. 

George, a 3rd year business student, 

says: "I am guaranteed to get a job anywhere, 

even though I wanted to be in the advertising 

field." And if the major is not business, it is 

medici ne. 

Yehya, a pre-med student, strongly 

believes that all doctors are rich. "I will become 

a doctor. I will becom e rich," he says. He kept 

on mentioning the Porsche and swimming 

pool, but I took no notice of that. For some 

strange reason , the 1dca of being a doctor, an 

enginee r 0 1 on arch 1tect , 1S always associated 

with " big m oney " . A lthough this might be tru e 

in certa1n ca ses, it is too much of a generaliza­

tion . Luckily, there are peop le like Rabieh, 21, 

3. Having less screwballs; 

4. A ------------- resignation (you are free to 

fill in the blank); 

5. Building an indoor swimming pool; 

6. More quizzes for nerds; 

7. More parking spots; 

8. Firing some staff and ... 

9. More-uh-less wasta. 

The good news is that AUB could 

be worse than it is now - but it isn't - since 

there are no · drugs, no political parties, no 

great number of boring teachers, no cen­

sorship, no war, no guards to bug you, and 

no loss of morality?! The bad news is that 

AUB bores 30 percent (or 93) of the stu­

dents that were surveyed, with the rest hav­

ing mixed feelings. The truth of the matter 

is that AUB brings out the poetic side of 

some students who offer insights such as, 

" It is a classy, grassy and most of all igno­

rant campus " , and "Life is like a bath , the 

longer you stay the more wrinkled you get". 

Generally speaking, AUB offers 

students experiences ra nging from the 

funny (registration, tu ition fees, and getting 

a -5 on en exam), to the best (water fight, 

making friends and losing others, getting 

elected to th e SRC), and to the worst (find­

ing out that the majority of AUB students 

are sha llow, getting elected to the SRC) . 

who is a chemistry major and loving it. 

But he cannot afford to continue his edu­

cation. So he is stuck w ith teaching for the 

time being. 

Ramsey, a 20-year-old, 3rd year 

biology student wanted to be an artist. 

But he is convinced that there is no room 

for this field of work. 

Money is not only the real issue. 

It is the family relationship as well. Many 

parents want their children to become 

doctors to fulfi ll a dream they once had 

but did not follow through with . Plus, they 

think it is prestigious. 

Dima, a freshman student. is 

having a hard t ime choosing her major. 

" My mu m wants me to be a pediat rician 

and my dad wants me to st udy business, 

bu t I want to st udy English." She is trying 

to m ake it easier fo r her parents! 

Other students have family pres­

sures. Rami, a medical student, is having 

a hard time helping his father run the fam-

ily business. Every time his dad needs 

someone to attend a meeting, or to sign a 

contract, Rami is called . "I have no t ime to 

study, and my only dream is to become a 

doctor. But I have to work with my father to 

earn the family income." 

Mohammed, still majorless, was 

shocked when he heard these cases. "I wish 

my father would tell me to work with him 

and take over the family bus iness. It would 

be nice." 

Most importantly, students are not 

aware of the job availabilities in the 

Lebanese market. The reason for this is the 

lack of caree r guidance, counseling sessions 

and information to he lp students make the 

right choices. Well -established in ternat ional 

colleges usua lly ho ld career days w here pro­

fessionals lecture o n what they do and how 

they got there . However, this is still not 

enough. The best thing to do is to major in 

an area of interest. Just imagine getting paid 

for someth ing you enjoy doing the most! 

SUSTAINABLE DEVELOPMENT: Towards a 
Better Future 
by Elie Awad 

Dr. Toufic Mezher, an assistant professor in the 
Engineering Management Program at AUB, was involved in a 
jo int AUB-MIT research on human resources for industrial 
and technological development in Lebanon. A related paper 
wi ll appear in the Au gust issue of the "sustainable 
Development" journal, published by John Wiley & Sons. Dr. 
Mezher spoke to OUTLOOK about his research. 

Q: The AUB-MIT research was initially intended to focus on 
human resources for technological development; the out­
come of the research appears under sustainable develop­
ment. What is sustainable development and why is it impor­
tant? 
A: First, I would like to begin by stressing that there cannot 
be sound industrial and technological development with out 
sustainabl e development. A formal definition of sustainable 
development is 'development that meets the needs of the 
present without compromising the ability of future genera­
tions to meet th eir own needs.' This concept 
recognizes that economic growth and environmental protec­
tion are inex tricably linked, and that the qua lity of the present 
and future life rests in meeting basic human needs without 
destroying the environment on which all life depends. 

In Lebanon, after the wa r, we have the opportunity to start almost from scratch. We should do 
our best to use "clean technologies" rathe r than "cleaning technologies". In Sibleen, for instance, a 
new cement plant is being built that employs a new and cleaner production method than the existing 
ones- in this case, the no "end-of-pipe" is needed. 

Q: Some people argue that there is internationally a double standard issue when it comes to environ­
menta l matters. For example, in the 1950s the US and the form er USSR performed open-air nuclear 
experiments. In the 1960s, the UN passed a resolution banning all open-air experiments, by which time 
the US and the former USSR had not had enough of them. Is that not double standards? 
A: I would rather not relate that to double standards. Many of the soldiers who were involved in those 
nuclear training experiments later died of cancer. There is rather a lack of awareness in these cases 
wh ich is typical. We cannot assess the impact of technology as soon as it is introduced. ' 

Q: How can Lebanon achieve sustainable development? 
A: The consequences of development and their impact on the environment depend on three variables, 
namely population, technol ogy, and national resources. In Lebanon we the following sequence: 
Population is greater than technology and technology is greater than resources. In order to sustain its 
development, Lebanon should have technology greater than population, and population greater than 
resources. Th e reason why resources come at the end of the sequence is because these are very limit­
ed. Thus, we can vary only two variables: First, popu lation growth should be controlled; second, tech­
nology should be advanced. 

Q: How can we advance the technology? 
A: Technology advances can occur through the strategic interaction of what is called the "Technology 
Triangle": Government comes first, then the educational institutions, to be followed by the equally 
important private business and industry sectors. In Lebanon, the three parties that comprise the trian­
gle exist, but there is no interaction or link among them. We could start by establishing a min istry of 
planning to set the long-term strategies and to place the government in the leadership role. If the cor­
rect li nk is established, the universities can boost the industry, and the reverse will also be true. 

Q: In this technology triangl e, who shou ld take the initiative and start the cooperation? 
A: We can start by having a ministry of planning to set the long-term strategies. However, as is the case 
in most developing countries, the government thinks that only foreign experts know what is best for the 
co untry. The government should consu lt more with local experts and industries. Of course, foreign 
assistance is needed to put the economy back on the right track. However, it is up to the Lebanese to 
push Lebanon ahead into the next century. 

Q: Alth ough there is considerable environmental awareness in Lebanon, not many improvements are 
taking place in that fi eld. Why? 
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World Health Day 
by A1ad Aahhal 

The 7th of April of each year, the World Health Organization (WHO) holds the World Health 

In 1996, the theme of that day was Healthy Cities, and the Faculty of Health Sciences 

) successfully organized a health fair at AUB in commemoration of this day. 

Following last year's success, the FHS, in cooperation with the Faculty of Medicine, orga­

the Emerging Infectious Disease health fair to introduce the April 7, 1997, WHO theme. 

activity took place on that day, although a little late, despite the bad weather. 

Flyers were distributed, stands were decorated, and T-shirts bearing the theme were sold 

n order to expose the AUB community to the most important infectious diseases in the world, 

The diseases that were selected focused on those that are most relevant in the Lebanese 

nvironment, according to the Epidemiological Surveillance Unit (ESU) of the Ministry of 

Hea lth in Lebanon. Identified diseases included tuberculosis, brucella, dysentery, among oth­

rs. 

We hope you participate in the April 7, 1998 event, so that we can share a whole new health 

Razor-Sharp Shaving Tips 

NEW YORK (Reuters) --The average shave has the potential to turn the gentlest of men into 
Edward Scissorhands. But experts are here to help, yielding up the secrets of a better way to 
shave. 

A panel of dermatologists, interviewed in the current issue of Men's Health magazine, say that 
although every man has his chosen shaving ritual, some of the beardless may be more adept 
than others. 

Their advice: 

-- Keep it steamy. A hot shower softens facial hair. In fact, shaving in the shower itself wi!l 
probably produce the closest, least painful shave. As an added bonus, a t:racing shower prob­
ably ensures you'll be safely awake as you go under the blade. 

-- Consider the cutting edge. For most beards, dual blades give the best results. But for men 
with heavier beards, anyone with a tendency to razor-bumps, a less-harsh single blade razor 
might be a better bet. 

-- Don't get in a lather. Experts say the excess use of shaving cream simply clogs razors. and 
results in missed whiskers. Dr. John Romano, clinical assistant professor of dermatology at 
New York Hospital-Cornell Medical Center, believes shaving gels may be better skin moistur­
izers than traditional creams. "Gels are generally the best at keeping the face hydrated," he 
says. 

And Dallas dermatologist Dr. Jerald Sklar says certain anesthetizing shaving cream additives, 
like novocaine or benzocaine, may irritate the skin. "Anything with 'caine' in it can cause con­
tact dermatitis," Sklar explains. Lanolin is another ingredient which can sometimes induce 
adverse skin reactions. 

--Follow directions. Begin with the thinner hairs of the cheek, shaving downwards, then work 
on the mustache. By the time you're finished there, the coarser hairs under the chin will have 
been softened up by absorbed moisture. And never shave 'against the grain' --"You'll make 
those hairs stand up," explains Case Western Reserve University School of Medicinr derma­
tologist Dr. Jerome Litt. "It'll bring up a little bit of skin, even if you don't bleed ." 

--Check it while wet. Stray, missed whiskers are easier to spot while your face is sti I mu:st­
ened. 

-- Aftershave, after all? Dermatologists say the verdict is still out on this one. Aftershaves con­
taining alcohol can kill bacteria on the face, but alcohol also dehydrates skin. The experts say 
applying a moisturizing sunblock might be the healthiest of post-shave procedures. 

SOURCE: Men's Health (June 1997, p. 131) 

Smokers? Vitamin C Might Help 
NEW YORK (Reuters) -- With in minutes of inhaling a cigarette, a smoker's white blood cells 

begin to clump together and stick to vessel walls, an inflammatory process that partially 
explains a smoker's greater risk of heart disease, a new study in hamsters suggests. 

The good news is that vitamin C appears to ·counteract that effect, according to study co­
author Dr. Andrew Weyrich, an assistant professor at the University of Utah in Salt Lake City. 

"Cigarette smoke induced these aggregates of white blood cells and platelets, which are both 
involved in inflammation and thrombosis (clot formation)," he said. "The major finding is that 

vitamin C can block that response." 

In the study, Weyrich and co lleagues found that hamsters exposed to cigarette smoke formed 
cell aggregates in their blood. When the hamsters were pretreated with vitamin C, "these 
aggregates were significantly reduced or abolished, "Weyrich said. Cigarettes also have the 
same effects in humans as they do in hamsters, he noted. 

"One important thing is we were able to take the blood from cigarette smoked-hamsters and 
expose those to human cells and caused the same type of aggregates," he said, "indicating 

that it's pertinent for humans." 

According to the study, cigarette smoke prompts the formation o·f oxidized phospholipids, or 
molecules that act as platelet-activating factors, or PAFs. The cigarette-induced PAFs bind to 
platelet cells, beginning the process of cel lular clumping and sticking to vessel walls. Vitamin 
C, an antioxidant, blocks the formation of PAFs, according to the report. 
The best advice for smokers? "If you can't quit, take vitamin C," Weyrich said . "All these data 
suggest that smokers might reduce their cardiovascular risk by adding vitamin C-rich foods 
or vitamin C supplements to their daily diet." 

The study was conducted in collaboration with researchers at the Johannes Gutenberg univer­
sity in Mainz, Germany; Temple University in Phi ladelphia, Pennsylvania; and Experimental 

Medicine Inc. in Princeton, New Jersey. 

SOURCE: Journal of Clinical Investigation (1997;99:2358-2364) 
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Meet the World on E-mail?? Microsoft Exposes Lebanese 
Software Piracy by Etienne Kechichian 

Have you gotten tired of sending e-mail to the same peo­
ple day-in and day-out? Are you looking for variety and new 
concepts? Do you have the urge to voice your opinion? 
Well, ListServ can provide that for you . 

ListServ is a global system that provides access to 
whomever wishes to join a particular topic group or talk 
group. 

For example, if you are majoring in psychology and want 
to broaden your knowledge on cognitive psychology, all you 
have to do is subscribe to ListServ, and you will 
receive mail on this particular topic from people 
across the globe . 

ListServ covers a wide array of subjects, ranging from reli­
gion and soccer, to gold, medicine and geology, to name a 
few. You get to meet people from different countries. Since 
AUB students have free e-mail access,why not use it for 
something intellectual and fun. 

All you have to do is write to "listserv@listserv.net." There 
is no need to specify the subject. Next, type "listglobal" fol­
lowed by your topic title. The system will respond, if the 

chosen topic is available, by providing a list of sub-topics to 
choose from. Pick the topic and follow the given instruc­
tions. If the chosen top ic is not found , the system will 
inform you of this . 

Drawbacks: an overloaded mailbox which is usually no 
problem if you use "Tel net", but a killer if you use "Pegasus" 
-since this program takes a while to download the mail. 
From personal experience, I can say it is worth it. One can 
express one's opinion freely and without any inhibitions. 

I have had the chance to theorize w ith professiona ls and 
ordinary college students about such issues as childhood 
depression. I have also joined in discussions with a group on 
American literature. And the best thing about all this is that 
it is for free. 

So next time you are down at the computer lab and have 
no one to write to or just feel like vo icing your opinion, give 
the world a call. 

by Wissam Adib 

According to Microsoft Corp., the largest software compa­
ny in the world, software piracy in Lebanon has reached lev­
els exceeding 90 percent. Microsoft also stated that compa­
nies would not be interested in investing in Lebanon until 
anti -piracy laws are set up. 

Sami Nsairi, head of Lebanon's Professional Computer 
Associat ion, said that an anti-piracy bill is under preparation 
and will be presented to the Lebanese parliament for 
approval within a month. "We have completed all the steps 
necessary to fight software piracy," Nsairi said . 

Ahmed Chami , Microsoft's regional general manager, met 
computer dealers in Beirut and discussed with them the 
problem of software piracy. The Daily Star quoted them as 
saying that compared with the $1,400 cost of local PCs, the 
$600 price tag for the Microsoft Office Package is expensive. 

Surfing the NET .. 

This month's topic is going to be sports and games. Almost 
everyone follows sports these days, so a list of good sites 
with a lot of information should be helpful. First let's start 
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~ http://pathfinder.com/si; 
The Year· 

___ ....;;. ____________________________ __.1CNN also has a sports news feed at http://cnn.com/SPORTS; 

What will you do if you wake up one morning to find your 
telephone bill with a call that lasted 100 years? Shocking, 
isn't it? O.K. You might figure it was a mistake and continue 
with your day. Then you pick up the phone and it is dead. 
Suddenly, the electricity is out. Bad luck? Well, this is not the 
end of the story. You try one of the automatic teller machines 
(ATM) to find that you have no money in your account. If you 
think this is a bad dream ... think again. What is the problem? 
Well, it is simply the year 2000 problem. 

You still do not understand? O.K. When a computer identi­
fies the date, it presents it in the form of 6 bits. Whereas we 
may write down a date as 6-10-1951, for example, the com­
puter will identify it as 061051, dropping the first two digits 
from the represented year. 

But how will the year 2000 be represented? You might think 
hat it will be identified as 00. But computers recognize 00 as 

being less than 99, and therefore precedes 99, which is exact­
ly where the problem lies. Although this problem might 
seem trivial to some, it is the most debatable issue among 
computer experts around the world . 

The problem is not in finding the programming solution but 
in whether the problem can be fixed in time before the turn 
of the century. Evidence shows that Bank Boston in the U.S. 
uses 200 software applications that contain 60 million lines 
of code to be reviewed, and so one can imagine what a tough 
and pain-staking effort it is to review the large and critical 
mainframes. 

All computer systems should be checked and reviewed. 
he Social Security Agency in the U.S. has been working on 

his issue for the past eight years, and it has completed only 
65 percent of project. Countries such as Germany and 
France are only beginning to become aware of the problem. 
Britain has already formed "the year 2000 team" to work on 
the issue. Russia is also trying to deal with the problem, but 
it is behind with the computer-controlled nuclear heads. 

Scary, isn't it? Well, perhaps this is the price we have to pay 
for our technology! 

Is There a Year 2000 Lebanese Bug? 
Bashar Haidar spoke with Professor Ayman Kayssi of the 
Electrical and Computer Engineering Department about the 
year 2000 problem and its relevance in Lebanon. Following 
are excerpts from the interview. 

Q: How do you describe the problem in simple words? 
A: In systems using COBOL applications, the first two digits 
of the year are dropped. In the year 2000, the last two digits 
are 00 . Therefore, these systems which rely on the last two 
digits to store and process the date will recognize 2000 as a 
number preceding 1999. This will cause a lot of disturbances 
in the functioning of the systems. 

Q: Why didn't computer experts notice the problem from the 
beginning? 
A: In the 1960s and 1970s, programmers did not think that 
their software programs will last until the year 2000. There 
was also the problem of the cost at the time; memory and 
storing programs were very expensive, so the programmers 
dropped the two digits from the year to cut down on expens­
es. They were not aware of this problem until the 1990s. 

0: Computer experts talk about a potentially terrible loss in 
several computer systems. How reliable is this information? 
A: Well , unfortunately, COBOL software applications are crit­
ical mainframes. So if we do not act fast, all the computer 
crash-downs experts are talking about is likely to happen. It 
is possible that stock markets will crash, banks will go bank­
rupt, communication and power systems will go down, and 
hospitals will give false information and records on their 

patients. 

Q: Might we be affected by this problem here in Lebanon? 
A: In Lebanon, the good news is that we do not rely com­
pletely on computer mainframes and systems. There are still 
records that are processed manually and kept on paper. 
However, there are a few mainframes that might be affected. 
Here at AUB, for instance, we have a mainframe that is going 
to disturb the system if the PC support staff do not act on 
solving the problem - that is if they have not solved it yet. 

Q: In your opinion, will computer experts solve the problem 
on time, that is before December 31-19997 
A: They should be able to. It is a deadline that cannot be 
missed. If they don't, there will be major technical problems 
which, in turn, will lead to legal problems. Clients will sue 
banks, for example, if they find themselves suddenly broke. 
In addition, there is a problem other than the year 2000 one 
that we have just talked about. The problem is that not all 
computer systems are able to identify the year 2000 as a leap 
year. This will create problems regarding February 29 for 
some computers which will identify the day as March 1. 

Net Service in Lebanon 
by Wissam Adib 

Ask anybody who has been using the Internet in Lebanon 
about the web service, and the common complaint is that the 
lines are slow. In fact, with 

and the leader in sports on TV has one of the best sports sites 
on the net, which was also mentioned in least week's issue 
of Outlook, at http://espnet. sportszone.com/. 

Other sources of sports information include: Yahoo ! Sports 
at http://sports.yahoo.com/; The Sporting News at 
http://www.sportingnews.com/; and Sportsline USA at 
http://www.sportsline.com/. For local sports information, check 
out Future TV's sports site athttp://www.future.com.lb/sports.htm. 

Anyone interested in chess, or has some friends who are, 
would have heard of the historic chess rematch between 
Gary Kasparov, the current world champion in chess, and 
Deep Blue, IBM's ultimate chess machine. To find out the 
results, get the games and commentaries, and find other 
related information, point your browsers to 
http://www.chess. ibm .com/. 

That's about all for now. If there are any topics you would 
like to see links for in this section, please send your request 
to Outlook at box # 22. 

-- Wissam 

T 
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Gustomers. Thus: 3 times 10 = users. That is, an ISP which 
has a64kbps connection to the Internet, should not have 

more than 30 customers. 
ISPs in Lebanon have some Internet Service 

Providers (ISPs), it is so slow, 
the net surfer barely logs on. 

Even though prices have 
been declining slowly, the 
service has been following 
the same trend much faster. 
People are being encouraged 
to hook up to the Internet due 
to the lower prices and thus 
the line transfer rate has fall­
en as the limited Internet 

People are being encouraged 
to hook up to the Internet due 
to the lower prices and thus 
the line transfer rate has fallen 
as the limited Internet band-

more than 3,000 users online, 
each. So, it is no surprise where 
the speed lag comes from. But 
why can't the ISPs simply 
increase the capacity of their 
link? They are absorbing a lot of 
money form people. If we take a 
very conservative figure of 1,000 
users per ISP, and assuming each 
user pays an average of $50 per width 1s more on demand. 

bandwidth is more on 
demand. 

Let's delve into a little bit of math to see where the bottle­
neck is coming from: 
Most ISPs in Lebanon have a 64kbps (thousand bits per sec­
ond) line to the Internet. A decent modem these days can 
transfer at rates up to 28.8 kbps. Therefore: 64/28.8=2.22. In 
other words, you can use around three modems using this 
connection at the same time without any loss in speed. It is 
generally accepted that each modem supports about 10 
users, with this figure changing slightly with the number of 

month, then each ISP earns a 
minimum of $50,000 of monthly 

revenues. Links to the Internet are currently very expensive, 
reaching around $50,000 per month per 64 kbps (as opposed 
to $50 in the US), yet these charges are becoming cheaper. 
Yet, even with these high connection fees, and after paying 
monthly costs, can't the Lebanese ISPs afford higher than 
just a 64kbps line? 

The facts mentioned above indicate that they can. And 
unless the users do something about it and demand better 
service, the ISPs are going to continue to take advantage of 
the customers' naivete and to offer poor connection speed. 
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The Barren Heart 
By Somer Muala 

Like an autumn leaf, 
She fell away 
From the branches 
Of my heart. 

And the barren tree, 
Now stands shivering, 
From the freezing 
Ram of tears. 

Chill Out 
By Nagham EI-Khahl 

We only live once- so chill out 
Don't waste your time in confusion and doubt 

Enjoy yourself, dine and wine 
For tomorrow definitely the sun will shine 

Go out, cheer up and socialize 
When you make mistake, don't regret and rational ize 

Do not worry if sometimes you lose 
Next time just watch out for life's coincidenta l cl ues 

Work hard, be active and alive 
Don't just sit there await ing your " luck" to survive 

Don't be a fool; live and learn 
You never know when the tab les may turn 

Sighing, weeping, and wh ining w il l do you no good 
Be the master of your mood ! 

Chill out! Re lax and have fun ! 
Life is not many· only one! 

Poetry lJy Salma Mroueh 

NO T:TLE 
Tne best time is night t ime 
All cats are gray 
Everybody is sleeping 
5hadows in the streets 
Stars sparkling everywhere 
The moon is shining bri ght 
Sweet dreams are coming and going 
Soon the first sunshine will fall. 

LEBANESE LIMERI CK 
There was an old man f rom Beirut 
Who crashed his car f rom the boot 
He got out of the car, 
Yelled "Ya Hmarl" 
And never continued the route. 

Misfortunately Lonely 
Tonight is the night, the horoscopes say 
My heart beats w ith eagerness 
The spell has been cast 
And the cards are on my side 
The image in the crystal ball shows 
A couple dancing in the midst of the gl ittery moonlit 
sky 
My mind is turned to love 
The mood is just right 
This perfume guarantees a night of passion 
My clothes are as decorative as a peacock's plume 
Now the only thing that is m issing is someone to 
love. 

MUSIC REVIEW 
By Salma Mroueh 

CD ~Jv&&!k : 

K's Choice: 
Suited for Rock/A lte rnative lovers. Forgive m y 
ignorance on the ju icy information of the band, 
but I know most of Europe is in love with the band 
from Berlin. Thei r weird lyrics are totally original 
in a poetic sense, with the singles " Not an Addict" 
and " M r. Freeze". There is also a wide va riety of 
music on the al bu m , ranging from grunge, to 

alternative and slow. 

Romeo and Juliet : The Soundtrack 
This soundtrack has been tailored to fit the two 
love birds intentionally. The loving of Desree, the 
weirdness of Radiohead, the headbanging of 
Butthole Surfers, and the sadism of Garbage are 
some of the interesting bands on this flavored 
grungy soundt rack. If you buy the CD, then there 
is the opportunity of watching snapshots of the 
movie on your computer. So while you are listen­
ing to the soundt rack, you can also sit back and 

enjoy the view. 

Spice Girls 
I should have been the sixth spice g irl. Who does 
not know this band7 Basically, t hey are the female 
vers1on of Take That . For some strange reason, 
they have rocked the world. Even Prince Will iam 
has a poster of Emma on his royal wal l! So I have 
to g1v them credit for their looks and simple 
" Bnt• pop tunes (that got me humm ing along). 
Th ir song touch on feminism, boyfriends, etc.­
stuff the typical teenager thinks about. There is a 
bit of low end boogie-w oogie. So this album 
de erves a place on a frilly and pink teenager's 

droom helf. 

ENTERTAINMENT June 1997 

MOVIE REVIEW 
Bv Sandra Khalil ,. 

Did You Know ... 
I r-------------------------------------------~ 

. . ~) 

- Some Mother's Son 
by Terry George with Helen Mirren 
and Ronnula Flanagan 

The struggle of the 
Irish people and the IRA move­
ment are the focus of interest for 
the producer. After the Devil's 
Own, Some Mother's Son takes 
the relay in talking about this f ight. 

In 1981 , the Maze 
prison in Belfast is the center of 
attention fo r everybody. Several 
IRA members, caught by the 
Bri t ish government, refuse to 
wear the official prisoners' uni­
fo rms. These prisoners believe 
they are war prisoners, not crimi­
nals, and that they should be t reat­
ed differently. Afte r two years of 
fighting with the prisoners, the 
British government decides to 
take severe measures to pressure 
the IRA prisoners. In response to 
these measures, the prisoners 
declare a hunger strike, and ten of 
them die. 

The real focus of the 
movie is on the mothers of these 
prisoners, and on how they are 
bound by pain and suffering. The 
movie is very emotional in por­
traying the di lemma of the parents 
of rebels who refuse to be slaves 
to anyone. It is the parents of the 
hunger-strikers who have to take 
thei r children after they fall into a 
coma. 

This movie forces its 
watcher to feel with the IRA f ight­
ers and their cause. As mentioned 
earlier, it is very emotional, and 
these movi ng emotions are very 
well portrayed by two of the moth­
ers (Helen Mirren and Fionnula 
Flanagan). 

Some Mother's Son 
might not be the best movie ever 

i •• .... 
JUST FOR A LAUGH: 

produced, but it is definite ly worth 
seeing. I hope you will enjoy it as 
much as I did. 

-- M icrocosmo s 

" Insects? ! You are tak­
ing me to a movie about insects! 
Are you crazy?" my companion 
yelled as we entered the movie 
theater. By the t ime the movie 
ended, he had already changed 
his m ind and was thanking me for 
dragging him to see it. 

The producers and 
directors of Microcosmos have 
succeeded in making the most 
" insectophobic " person enjoy an 
hour and f ifteen minutes of watch­
ing insects go on with their lives. 
Microcosmos is an hour and fif· 
teen minutes of cockroaches, spi­
ders, flies, snails, bugs, ants, mos­
qu itoes, bees, and a whole cast of 
beautiful insects - and I do mean 
beautiful - as seen closely in their 
true colors and forms. 

Microcosmos portrays 
a day in the life of some insects 
and how they face the rain , the 
darkness, and larger insects wh o 
are capable of destroying them. 
The cinematography is brilliant as 
it brings the audience into the 
lives of these insects and their 
every move. I especially enjoyed 
the scene of the snai ls copu lating, 
which is very similar to when two 
persons kiss. A very captivating 
scene is that of falling rain as it 
hits its insect captives as if they 
are being bombed. 

Those of you who still 
have not seen Microcosmos, I 
strongly recommend that you do. 
It is a beautifu lly made movie. 
Don't miss it! 

A grad student , a post-doc, and a professo r are walking th rough a 
city park and they find an antique oil lamp. They rub it and a Genie 
comes out in a puff of smoke. 
The Gen ie says, "I usually on ly grant three w ishes, so I' ll give each 
of you just one. " 
"Me f irst! M e fi rst!" says the grad student. "I w ant to be in the 
Bahamas, driving a speedboat with a gorgeous woman w ho sun­
bat hes t opless." 

Poof l He's gone. 
"Me next! Me next !" says the post-doc. "I want to be in Hawaii, 
re lax ing on the beach w ith a professional hula dancer on one side 
and a M ai Tai on the other." 

Poof! He's gone. 
"You ' re next," t he Genie says to t he professo r. 
The professor says, "I want those guys back in the lab after lunch." 

-
- Bush 

After l istening to thei r album, I thought , They've 
mellow ed down a bit.' Compared to the ir previous 
album " 16 stone" , Bush have eased down on the 
energy in their guita r stunts. But as usual , each 
song has a m eaningful m essage and the music has 
leaned towards the alternative. Maybe because 
Gavin, the lead singer, is go ing out wit h that 
blondie from No Doubt. 

- Robbie Wi lliam s, Young Before I die 
This guy has so much pow er and anger that is con­
veyed in h is v o ice and his sing ing . Why? Maybe he 
regrets bei ng with Take That ( or it could be t hat 
Liam Gal lager and Patsy Kensit did not invite him 
to their wedding) and now he is letting his anger 
out in his music. Clever boy, Robbie ! This is a n ifty 
single for the rebe llious teenager in you . 

- INXS, Wasted 
Michael Hutchence w as another perso n who was 
not invited to the Gallager-Kensit w edding . It's a 
shame because M ichael w ould have bought Liam 
a mirror and a shaver as a w edding present. 
Anyway, INXS' new single sounds l ike some of 
their old stuff. Sorry guys, we w ant someth ing 
new. 

- Lisa Stansfield 
She is back. With a new haircut and all. I th ink her 
album is the female version of George M ichael's 
Older. She has definitely grown olde r, and she is 
looking better w ith the passage of years. Her wom­
anhood is reflected through her jazzy tunes, espe­
cially in her single " Real Thing" . 

Deep Thoughts 

i:> lf you ever drop your keys into 
a river of molten lava, let' em go, 
because, man, they're gone. 

i:> lf t rees could scream , wou ld 
we be so cavalier about cutti ng 
them down? We might , if t hey 
screamed all the t im e, fo r no 
good reason." 

i:>To me, it's a good idea to 
always carry two sacks of some­
th ing when you walk around. 
That way, if anybody says, "Hey, 
can you g ive me a hand?" You 
can say, "Sorry, got these 
sacks." 

i:>Whenever I see an old lady 
sl ip and fall on a wet sidewalk, 
my first instinct is to laugh. But 
then I t hink, what if I w as an ant 
and she fell on me. Then it 
wouldn't seem quite so funny. . 

i:>lf I w as the head of a country 
that lost a war, and I had to sign 
a peace treaty, just as I was 
signing, I'd glance over the 
treaty and t hen suddenly act 
surprised. "Wait a m inute ! I 
thought w e won !" 

anonymous 

-The soldiers of World War I were the fi rst people to use the modern flushing 
toi let. The inventor: Thomas Crapper. 
-A typical bed usually houses over 6 billion dust mites. (Not bedbugs.) 
-A sneeze travels at more than 1 OOmph out your nose/mouth. 
-The plast ic lawn f lamingos outnumber real live flamingos in the United States. 
-Ernest Vincent Wright w rote a novel, "Gadsby", which contains over 50,000 
words - none of them with the letter E . 
-Dolphins sleep with one eye open . 
-Of all the words in the English language, the word set has the most defini-
t ions. 
-The beetle population outnumbers any other species in the world. Chances 
are. there's a beetle only a few feet away from you. 
-Bulls are colorblind, therefore w ill usually charge at a matador's waving cape 
no matter what color it is - be it red or neon yellow. 
-Bananas are actually herbs. Bananas die after fruiting, just like how all herbs 
do. 
-Blue toothbrushes are used by people more than red toothbrushes. 
-Apples are more efficient than caffeine in keeping people awake in the morn-
ings. 
-Smelling bananas and/or green apples (smelling, not eating) can help you lose 
weight. 
-Soybean products help lower cholesterol levels. 
-The scent of cinnamon buns sexually arouse men. Pumpkin pie works. too. 
-Eating tomatoes reduces risks of getting cancer. 
-If you had $1 billion in dollar bills and for every second would put down one 
dollar on the table, it would take you approximately 32 years to f inish putting 
dow n the last dollar bill. 
-A hard working adult sweats up to 4 gallons per day. Most of the sweat evap­
orates before a person realizes it's there, though. 
-In the movie Babe, it took 48 pigs to p lay as the main characte r. (This was 
because pigs normally grow fast.) 
-An average mosquito has 47 teeth. 
-The list of ingredients that make up lipstick include ... f ish scales. 
-Yet another banana fact: You're more likely to be a target for mosquitoes if you 
consume bananas. 
-Ants don 't sleep. 
-If you have hiccups that just won't go away, massage your ear lobes. 
-When brushing your teeth, hold your toothbrush like how you would hold a 
pen. This makes brushing more thorough and easier on your gums. 
-The average ice berg weighs 20,000,000 tons. 
-TYPEWRITER is the longest word that can be made using the letters on only 
one row of the keyboard. 
-If you were freeze-dried, 10% of your body weight would be from the microor­
ganisms on your body. 
-Flying once around the moon is t he equiva lent with a round trip f rom New York 
to London. (Earth is about four times the size of the moon.) 
-A lump of pure gold the size of a matchbox can be f lattened into a sheet the 
size of a tennis court. 
-It takes over twice the amount muscles on your face to frown than to smile. 
-The position of a rabbit's eyes allow it to see in front and behind. 
-A human being loses an average of 40 to 100 strands of hair a day. 

FAMOUS QUOTES: ~~ ~Zl 

-"Whenever I watch TV and see th ose poor starving kids all over t he 
wor ld, I can't help but c ry. I mean I 'd love to be skinny li ke t hat but 
not wit h all t hose fli es and death and stuff." 

Mariah Carey 

- Question: If y ou could live forev er, would y ou and w hy? 
Answer: "I would not liv e fo reve r, because w e should not live f o rev­
er, beca use if we w ere supposed to live forever, then w e w ou ld live 
forever, but we cannot live forever, 
which is w hy I wou ld not live forev er." 

Miss Alabama in the 1994 Miss Universe contest 

- "Researchers have discovered t h at chocolate produces som e of 
the same reactions in t he bra in as marijuana. The resea rchers also 
d iscovered other similarities between the two, but ca n't remember 
what t hey are." 

Matt Lauer on NBC's Today show, August 22 

-"Smoking ki lls. If you 're killed, y o u 've lost a very im portant pa rt of 
you r life." 

Brooke Shields, during an !nterview to become spokesper­
son for a federal anti-smoking campaign 

Answers for May's Trivia: 
1. A taxi driver had been somew hat impo lite to his passenger, so the 
passenger asked for the drive r's number, w ith a v iew to reporting 
him. " So you wa nt my umber, do you?" said the driver. " We ll you 
can work it out for you rse lf. If y ou div ide m y number by 2, 3, 4, 5, or 
6, yo u" ll f ind t here's always a re mainder of 1. But if you divide it by 
11, the re's no rem ainder. W hat's more, there's no other driver w ith a 
lower number w ho ca n say the sa me." J ust what was the tax i's dri­
ver's number? [ 2 points) 

A.121 

2.0 n one of t he escalators in a department store, I f ind t hat if I wa lk 
down 26 steps, I need 30 seconds to get the bottom; but if I make 
34 steps, t hen I only need 18 seconds to reach the bottom. Wh at is 
the height of the stairway? The t ime is measured from the instant 
that the top step begins t o descend to the ti me I step off the last 
step at t he bottom on t he level platform. [2 point) 
A: If I walk 26 steps, I need if I walk 34 steps, I need only 18 seconds. 
Multiply 30 by 34 and 26 by 18, and we get 1020 and 468. Divide the differ­
ence (552) by the difference between 30 seconds and 18 seconds ( that is, 
12 seconds). The answer is 46, the number of steps in the stairway, which 
descends at the rate of 1 step in 1.5 seconds. The speed at which I walk 
on the stai rs doesn't affect the question, as the step from which I alight 
w i ll reach the bottom at a given moment, whatever I do in the meantime. 

3. Consider the number 7731 . 
Now continue the sequence: 
153, 193, 197,353, 413,419, 793, 797, 813,819, 7,? 
What are the last tw o numbers? 
A. 857, 859. Re- arrange the digits of 7731 in every possible way and then 
divide the resultant number by 9. 
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RESTAURANT REVIEW: 

Pasta Di Casa 

If you love Italian food, 

cozy surroundings, images of a 

litt le Ita lian restaurant, and 

excellent service, you will love 

Pasta Di Casa. This a v ery sma ll 

restaura nt hidden betw een tow­

ering buildings on Clemenceau 

St. 

The restaurant, w hich 

seats approximately 25 people, 

is run by Samar and Ama l 

Amhaz, assisted by their moth· 

er. It serves fres h, daily-made 

pasta prepa red by t he· Ahmaz 

family, in addition to a va riety of 

salads and daily d ishes. " So m e 

of the dishes are prepared by us 

at home," explains Samar. 

Your hu nger pangs will definite­

ly be satisfied by the variety of 

dishes that taste just like home­

cooking, if not better. Along 

with your food, all the "casa" 

ornaments · from the checkered 

table cloths, to the small fish 

aquarium and the pictures 

depicting Italian villages· make 

you slip into a cozy Italian 

dream. The owners, who also 

serve the food and shower you , 

with warm smiles, become your 

friends by the end of the meal. 

"We come here for the home­

like recipes, the cozy atmos­

phere, and the owners' hospi­

tality," agreed university stu­

dents Zein Alkhas, Ghadeer 

Abul Ragheb, Tohama Nabulsi, 

and Lara Dajani. If you try this 

restaurant once, you are bound 

to feel the same. Guaranteed! 

Battle between the Sexes: 
-This assignment was actually turned in by two English students: 
Rebecca (last name deleted) and Gary (last name deleted) for English 
44A 
Creative Writing at the Southern Methodist University (Texas). 

In-class Assignment for Wednesday 

Today we will experiment with a new form called the tandem 
story. The process is simple. Each person will pair off with the 
person sitting to his or her immediate right. One of you will then 
write the first paragraph of a short story. The partner will read 
the first paragraph and then add another paragraph to the story. 
The first person will then add a third paragraph, and so on back 
and forth . Remember to reread what has been written each time 
in order to keep the story coherent. The story is over when both 
agree a conclusion has been reached. 

At first, Laurie couldn't decide which kind of tea she wanted . The 
camom ile, which used to be her favorite for lazy evenings at 
home, now reminded her too much of Carl, who once said, in 
happier times, that he liked camomi le. But she felt she must now 
at all costs, keep her mind off Carl. His possessiveness was suf: 
focating, and if she thought about him too much her asthma 
started acting up aga in. So camomile was out of the question. 

Meanwhi le, Advance Sergeant Carl Harris, leader of the attack 
squadron 

ENTE RTAINM ENT 

.r· 

now in orbit over Skylon 4, had more important things to think 
about than 
the neuroses of an air-headed asthmatic bimbo named Laurie 
with whom he had 
spent one sweaty night over a year ago. "A.S. Harris to 
Geostation 17," he said into his transgalactic communicator. 
"Polar orbit established. No sign of resistance so far ... " But before 
he could sign off a bluish particle beam flashed out of nowhere 
and blasted a hole through his ship's cargo bay. The jolt from 
the direct hit sent him flying out of his seat and across the cock­
pit. 

He bumped his head and died almost immediately, but not 
before he felt one last pang of regret for psychically brutal izing 
the one woman who had ever had feelings for him. Soon after­
wards, Earth stopped its pointless hostilities towards the peace­
ful farmers of Skylon 4. "Congress Passes Law Permanently 
Abo lishing War and Space Travel." Laurie read in her newspaper 
one morning. The news simultaneously excited her and bored 
her. She stared out the window, dreaming of her youth ·· when 
the days had passed unhurriedly and carefree, with no newspa­
pers to read, no te levision to distract her from her sense of inno­
cent wonder at all the beautiful things around her. "Why must 
one lose one's innocence to become a woman?" she pondered 
wistfully. 

Little did she know, but she has less than 10 seconds to live. 

OUTLOOK 
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Thousands of miles above the city, the Anu'udrian mothership 
launched the first of its lithium fusion missiles. The dim-witted 
wimpy peaceniks who pushed the Unilateral Aerospace 
Disarmament Treaty through Congress had left Earth a defense· 
less target for the hostile alien empires who were determined to 
destroy the human race. Within two hours after the passage of 
the treaty the Anu 'udrian ships were on course for Earth, carry­
mg enough firepower to pulverize the entire planet. With no one 
to stop them they swiftly initiated their diabolical plan. The lith i· 
um fusion missile entered the atmosphere unimpeded. The 
President, in his top-secret mobile submarine headquarters on 
the ocean floor off the coast of Guam, felt the inconceivably mas­
sive explosion which vaporized Laurie and 85 million other 
Americans. The President slammed his fist on the conference 
table. "We can't allow this! I'm going to veto that treaty! Let 's 
blow'em out of the sky!" 

This is absurd. I refuse to continue this mockery of literature. My 
writing partner is a violent. chauvinistic, semi-literate adolescent. 

Yeah? Well, you're a self-centered tedious neurotic whose 
attempts at writing are the literary equivalent of Valium. 

You total $*&. 

Stupid %&#$!. 
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Trapped Beneath: 
The True Nature of the Annual AUB Water 
by Thamer Kechochoan 

"Could you give me the bucket?" I asked the referee in front of me. 
"No, khalas. The water fight is over!" he angrily responded. 

" Well, just give it to me anyway," I snapped and made a quick lunge 
lfor the orange plastic bucket dangling from the student's red-stained 
arms- by the way, that is why the Engineering T-shirts are so cheap; 
thei r color has the amazing ability to dye your body parts. In the 
meantime, the bucket was unfortunately out of m y reach. The refer­
ee swiftly side-stepped my attack, bent down to fill the container with 
the sickly brown water accumulating on the ground and proceeded 
to victoriously drench me from head to toe. 
Isn't it funny when people can behave in an extremely irrational man­
ner while being caught up in a popular mass movement? I would 
normally have a hard time visualizing myself or certain people acting 
in this type of frenzy were it not for t he chaotic circumstances o f the 
water fight. Having run quickly away from the water balloons, the 
masses turned to the mud-filled buckets, then seized the hose on the 
"green oval" creating the ultimate dirt pit to which they hounded 
unsuspecting students, like myself, to bury in the wet mud. The moti f 
for the entire water fight was the great amount of mud- mud on your 
cheap LL 6,000 T-shirt, mud on your clean jeans, mud on your new 
shoes. I definitely had a great time trying to get the brown goo off my 
clothes with a tiny toothbrush. 
·Nevertheless, this year's experience was my first in the AUB water 
jfight, and I will honestly admit that it was fun. Hey, it was a complete 
:and welcome change from the daily academic rout ine. A lthough I 

I
' had survived the shaving cream fight during m y senior year of high 
school, I had never participated in an event wh ich enabled students 
to achieve a state of absolute chaos. The water f ight al low ed us to 
shrug off the constraints of term papers, deadlines, finals, and fun­
filled trips to the library. 
One look back and rave, "Yeah, I threw a water balloon at someone 
and really lost myself in the fight." It w as anarchy- total war- with 
all the necessary ingredients: high emotions, battle cries, drum beats, 
ammunition, m ilitias, and leaders. Oh, and did I forget to mention the 
casualties of war who really did end up in the AUH emergency room­
but thankfully escaped w ith minor injuries. 

On a different note: In our frenzy, did we happen to lose 
sight of our logic and control? Why does a normal water fight have 
to turn into a situation where students physically cha rge at each 
other like animals? The water, the mud, and the balloons are, in fact, 
fun. However, punching and kicking your way through an extremely 
crowded area in order to push the opposing team past the front l ines 
is not. Any one of us could have been pinned to the floor with our 
arms underneath our bodies, suffocating by the bodoes stacked 
above, feeling our tai lbones crack, our bodies trampled upon by the 

Escape to Nature: 

masses colliding above our heads, and 
opening our eyes just to find that the world 
had become a dark black void. 
It is interesting to note how a state of w ar 
can succeed in excit ing students into a state 
of an intense "push-and-shove " strategy. 
The latter term apt ly describes the manner 
in w hich t his yea r's w ater fi ght was w on. No 
vic tor emerged through a w ater ba lloon 
attack but through a physical attack which 
no one, not even the " security personnel", 
co uld contro l. Or, was there actually any 
"security" hired to regulate the event in 
case ci rcumstances ca reened out of control? 
Perhaps the w ater fight could return to th e 
occupation of the entire or greater school 
premises so that la rge crowds would avoid 
getting cramped into an extrem ely confined 
space. 
On the 29th o f M ay, by t he end of the day, 
having grasped the full picture of what had 
happened to those who found themselves 
on the ground as the m ilitias coll ided, I fel t 
disappointed that an event w ith the poten­
tial to be good fun could produce such 
chaos and instl'nces of pain. To tell you the 
truth, casualt ies o f w ar should not be the 
end resul t of a simple w ater fight . Tradition 
or no tradition, it is just not w orth it. 

By Hu. sam Abdui-Hussaon -----------------------------------------

Away from the burden of 
their studies and academ ic 
responsibilities, a group of 25 
AUB students escaped to nature 
heading to Rouwaisat ai-Ballout 
in Mount Lebanon last April. 
They camped there for two 
days, a had a unique experience 
away from their urban lives. 
One of the campers said th at he 
had spent one of the m ost excit­
ing weekends at the camp, and 
that the whole group w as " one 
big happy family". 

The campers' responsibili­
ties differed: One had to take 
care of tents; another had to 
supply water from the near 
river; a team was responsib le for 
collecting logs for the fi re that 
was needed fo r preparing meals 
in the daytim e and for keeping 
wild animals aw ay at night. The 
women campers assumed t heir 
traditional roles by cooking and 
feeding their male companions. 
On a lighter note, the presence 
of a few "parasitic" campers 
was necessary for prov id ing 
entertainment. 

The camp, although not 
approved or financed as part of 
the tudents' activities at AU B, 
wa a uccess and was consid-
ered as a trial camp. An official 
camp might be held in the com-
ing few weeks and all students 

r encouraged to participate. 
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··ouTDOORS" AT AUB 
by Rima EI- Harak --------------------------

What do you imagine when you hear that the preparations for the 
"Outdoors" have begun? Overnights? Panic? Hard work? The students who 
participated in the preparations for this annual event were running all ove r 
campus the day before the "Outdoors" opening day. They were in search of 
chairs, tables and booths. Students scurried around West Hall the day the 
chairs and tables were given out to begin the decoration process of their 
booths for the two-day event. 

This year, the stands varied in what they offered. The most noticeable fac­
tor was the scarcity of games and the abundance of food on offer. One could 
have easily spent the entire day wandering about without giving in to hunger. 
Those who came in the morning could choose between "Manakeesh" or 
" Foul ", both offe red by the business department. For lunch, one could select 
from the variety of salads on offer by the English department or the education 
department. The choice for dinner could have varied between "shawarma", 
barbecued meat, or any other Mediterranean specialties the heart desired. All 
this was prepared by the Syrian Club. Other snacks on offer where pancakes, 
crepes, ice-creams, cheesecakes, and, of course, not forgetting the variety of 
drinks. 

The clubs and departments that offered games were the Red Cross (a 
choice between bunjy-jumping and the trampoline), the biology department 
(the maze). and, of course, the Graphic Design Haunted House. The drama club 
stand was very popular as people queued to get their faces made up w ith false 
scars and wounds. The English department also had a beauty shop that attract­
ed the young and the old with the colored hair sprays. Another popular booth 
w as the fortune-teller's (again by the hard-working English department). If you 
happened to cross that path, Salma would definitely have dragged you inside 
her tent to read your palm or Tarot cards. If you w ere lucky, Nairi would have 
read your coffee cup. 

Additionally, the Syrian Club offered computer games and other arcade 
gam es. The same club also brought an old camera all the w ay from Syria to 

( continued on next page ) 
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outdoors at A. U.S. , cont. ) 

memorable photos of the attendants. The Women's Club was supposed to sell 

pants for a good price and have an African woman braid hair, but the woman 

ever showed up! 
Beside all the fun one had by meeting new people and working with other, the see­

d day of the event brought back vivid memories of an unfortunate incident that will 

never be erased from our minds and hearts: A group of Qana orphans came to enjoy the 

at the "Outdoors". Everyone rushed to give them free food, games and drinks. Red 

ross members showed the children around and made them feel very welcome. The 

English department organizers spray-colored the children's hair. To these children, the 

of having their hair colored was very daring! The children spent the whole day 

campus eating, playing games, and simply enjoying themselves. They were very 

r to participate in all the games that the Red Cross members had arranged for them 

try. The children felt that the fair was "out of this world". They had come a long way 

home just to enjoy a day in the sun with other kids. 

This was, by far, the most important and rewarding moment I, personally, had expe­

nced throughout the entire two days of participating in the AUB Outdoors! 

Body builder. Ziad Bakhazi, receives his trophy. 
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ATHLETE'S NIGH 
by Samer Muala 

Beneath the glamorous fire­

works that illuminated the night sky 

above AUB's green field on June 

4th, the annual Athletes' Night was 

well underway. The world of music 

united with that of athletics to honor 

those AUB students who distin­

guished themselves in their respec­

tive sport areas. 

The awards ceremonies were 

elaborately placed between the vari­

ous parts of the program which last­

ed for about 4 hours. The AUB 

Choir, under the direction of 

Professor R. Betts, gave an out­

standing performance that declared 

the beginning ofthe Athletes' Night. 

There were folk dance performance 

from East and West by the Lebanese 

Folk Dance group and the 

International Folk Dance Club (at 

AUB). respectively. 

The AUB music club honored 

the athletes with contemporary 

western music, which was later fol ­

lowed by Arabic music performed 

by Abbas Chahine and the Band . 

The KORDZ did not fail to live up to 

their reputation as they rocked the 

audience with their magic. 

The Athletes' Night did have 

those moments that make any event 

unique. This year, intermittent cal ls 

were heard protesting the 7 percent 

increase in tuition fees effective this 

summer. Some athletes received 

trophies which had the wrong sport 

at the fact that their names were not engraved on the trophies. Some 

were aware that they would receive an award. Others were com­

pletely caught by surprise. 

Regardless of who received recognition, Athletes' Night is in real­

ity the way the student body and the university honor all who take 

part in athletics, and by so doing represent the university in compe­

titions at home and abroad. 

Athletics are integral to the success of any university, and they more 

support in the future in terms of equipment, facilities, and financial 

aspects. 

OUTLOOK wishes to convey its heartiest congratulations to all those 

who received awards, and its sincere appreciation for all the athletes 

represented . Others were dismayed who continue to strive toward excellence. 
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~~mL @00 lf~~[L~ The Wooden Boats Cont 
by Shad• Anam 

What better way to have an interesting and stim­
lating time than to get up close and personal with 

people! The first AUB Mechanical Design 
dubbed the "sail or fail" contest and held 

The third-year mechanical engineering stu­
undertook a project worth 40 percent of the 

for their "Mechanical Design I" course 
ht by Dr. Kareem Abdei-Malak. In an interview 

lnt•i<>t•ti"'" of the project was to boost the students' 
ll'nnfi,rl"''"" by providing a realistic and practical 

""'>at•v•1·v and hard work, and that he was very 
proud of what they had done. 

As the boats assembled far in the sea and 
ited for the start signal marking the beginning 
the race, none of the spectators seemed to feel 

heat of the early summer, and certainly 
nobody cared. Then somebody shouted, "Hey, I 

the race has started!" as the crowd erupted 
into a wild uproar. 

Although the distant boats appeared to be sta­
one could see the boat drivers actively rowing, 

pedaling and handling the sails. As the boats bat-

Thuwwar a l-Ard" 
Husse1n Abdul-Hussain 

speed, presentation, and stability. 
The crowd did not calm down until the boat 

"Mahrouseh" arrived in first place. The blue and 
yellow, three-meter-long boat was driven by four 
members: two for rowing and two for pedaling . 
Aref Abu Zahr, a member of the winning team, 
said, "Our group was the best group. Everybody 
worked hard. I would like to thank the man who 
taught us that a piece of wood can be made into 
something, and who, at the same time, made cre­
ative engineers out of us." "Mahrouseh" was 
given the speed award. 

The other boats were also beautifu l and 
exceptionally well -crafted, and offered outstand­
ing performance. Another boat, the " EI-Diablo" 
was given an award for minimum weight. The 
strength award was given to "Bauhaus", and 
" Bouga Bouga" received the Russian design 
award. The aesthetics award was given to the 
"Whales", and finally, the "Malika" received the 
very special turtle award. 

Photos by: Khalil Kharrat 

On May 27, the Student Representative Committee of Health 
Sciences held an oriental concert at West Hall. Tickets were sold both at 
AUB and at the Lebanese University (LU). 

"Thuwwar ai-Ard" (the literal translation of which is earth's revolu­
tionists) is a band composed of 20 musicians from the Lebanese 
National Institute for Music and Fine Arts. The band played four hours 
of music by Ziad Rahbani, Joseph Sakr, and Marcel Khalifeh. All the 
songs were nationalistic and revolutionary in nature. 

The 330 attendees came from AUB and LU. Ali Hamadeh, a USFC 
Health Science representative, commented that the importance of the 
event was the joint cooperation between AUB and LU students. 
"Everybody was welcome to attend this event. We hope to further 
establish an intellectual and cultural link between AUB students and 
students from the different Lebanese universities through activities like 
this one," added Ali. 

Behind the whole event was one non-SRC student: Wissam ai-Hadi. 
Wissam thinks that the purpose of the concert was to encourage new 
students in the music world . Wissam stressed, " No matter how good 
or bad they perform, we are all here to tell them to go on." 

On stage, the performance was not in total synchronicity. The band 
missed a leader needed more practice and coordination. Nonetheless, 
there were a number of very talented band members who managed to 
captivate the audience. As for the audience, they did not attend to 
asses the performance of the band. There were simply there to have 
fun and enjoy their time. Everybody sang along to the tunes of the band 
- at times the voices of the audience were higher than those of the 

1ngers. 
Generally speaking, the crowd and the event were "revolutionary". 

Hardly anyone sat on the seats for the whole four hours - which were 
e tend d as the crowd continued in its celebration at the green oval. 
The concert was certainly unique. 
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From A.U.B .... with pride. 

"Malekah" "Booga- Booga sa il away" 
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l LEITERS TO THE EDITOR: 
~--------------------------------~ 

With the following few lines, I sign off as the editor-in­
chief of OUTLOOK with a sinking heart. Not only will I no 
longer be able to practice my favorite hobby of being a 
student (yes, you'd better believe it!), but I will be giving 
up the most sacred and privileged responsibility I have 
been endowed with. 

But before I leave, I would like to share with you the four 
" C" keys to good living that I abide by: Challenge, 
Commitment, Courage, and Creativity. 

Never cease to challenge yourself. When you seek 
goals, strive for the highest standards. When you set stan­
dards, let them be one step above your expectations. 
Never underestimate your abilities and never " sell your­
self short". You may surprise yourself at what you are 
capable of achieving. Do not let obstacles prevent you 
from reaching your goals; those are merely self-created 
illusions. In short, and as one of my favorite quotes beau­
tifully put its, "Aim for the sun and you may never reach 
it; but your arrow will fly higher than if aimed at an object 
on a level with yourself" . 

Always be committed to what you are doing. 
Commitment breeds excellence, and excellence breeds 
self-fulfillment. Never leave a job half-done. It is like 
breathing from only one nostril! 

Always have the courage to go after what you want, no 
matter what it takes. Cou rage means taking that one step 
that might change your life, to the better. Courage means 
taking the blame for your wrong-doings. It means stand­
ing up to your rights with all your might, and with you r 
head up high. And courage means accepting people for 
who they are and respecting thei r views. Without courage, 
you may never experience life's wonders - and these are 
many, I am sure. 

Finally, be creative in living your life. Lead and let oth­
ers follow. A lways try something new. The w orld offers a 
plethora of choices; you may wish to add a few cus­
tomized ones. Only then w ill you experience life in a d if­
ferent and exciting dimension. 

With these final words I sign off w ith only one wish. I 
hope that you take good care of OUTLOOK and uphold its 
eminent reputation. It is your brain-child after all! 

Niveen Abboushi 

Editorial Board 
Chairman 

Looking Back at OUTLOOK 

Dear Editor-in-chief: 
I was thrilled to see OUTLOOK revived . The efforts of the 

group responsible for the production of Vo l. 01, Issue 01 , are 
indeed commendable and deserve thanks and appreciation 
for producing an attractive and interesting first issue. The 
publication must be encouraged and supported by all the 
Faculty, the students and alumni. 

It may interesting fo r your readers to know the historical 
background of OUTLOOK. The publication appeared fo r the 
first time duri ng the scholastic year 1949-1950 under the 
aeg is of the Student Council in office at the time, and of 
wh ich I was a member representing the fifth year medical 
students: I had the honor of being appointed, by the Council , 
as t he fi rst Cha irman of the Publication Committee of OUT­
LOOK. 

A room on the second floor of West Hall was assigned by 
AUB adm inist ration as the office of OUTLOOK. There enthu­
siastic students of journal ism under the able guidance of the 
late Mr. Hall Winslow, who was responsible for the course of 
Journal ism at t he time, poured their efforts in producing 
OUTLOOK wh ich was acclai med and appreciated by all the 
AUB com m unity. The first Ed itor as far as I can recall was a 
dynamic student by the name of Fawzi Saba, who was ably 
assisted by another act ive student, Najw a Shaheen (Hattar) . 
Najwa and I are still associated together, she as the Editor 
and I as the Chai rman of the Publication Committee of ai­
Kulliyah magazine, the official publ ication of the AUB 
Alumni Association . 

Remembering the good old days of the infant publication, 
there w ere a few interest ing and somewhat funny episodes 

I would like you to print this poem because it expresses 
the feelings of many women at th is un iversity. 

A Better End 

When I first realized that this is the end 
I cried a lot and couldn 't stand 
That there is no hope and nothing in hand 

I was thinking and thinking day after day 
But in fact I had nothing to say 
But 'My luck makes me always pay' 

Suddenly, I discovered something essential 
That he is not that substantial 
To look at or force little potential 

A Message to the Editor-in-Chief: 

August 1997 

which I would like to relate . On April 1 (April Fool 's Day), the 
publicat ion appeared with the title " LOOKOUT" instead of 
" OUTLOOK". The cover story in that issue related the expe­
riences of two medical students who visited, <!t midnight, the 
basement of Van Dyck Hall where the cadavers, used by first 
year medical students, were stored. They were scared out of 
their wits when they saw cadavers come to life and engage 
in folk dance. Vivid imagination indeed. But the article 
caused an uproar. The AUB president and administration 
were dismayed because, in those days, the use of cadavers 
to teach anatomy to the medical students was not generally 
known in town and was certainly frowned upon by the com­
munity. The ed itorial board and I were subjected to a severe 
reprimand by the president. Our only excuse was that it was 
April 1 after all. From then on we were careful to avoid con­
troversial issues. 

Another episode which made fun of frequent typographi­
cal errors in OUTLOOK was presented in one of the Medical 
Student Society's (MSS) popular variety shows in West Hall. 
One of the MSS members, the witty John Racy stood on the 
stage and read the following, "We regret the mistake in the 
following news item which appeared in the last issue of 
OUTLOOK ... 'Mr. Youssef Youssef was appointed a Defective 
in the Police Force.' The correct version should read 'Mr. 
Youssef Youssef was appointed a Detective in the Police 
Farce'". I am sure those responsible for OUTLOOK today will 
do their best to avoid such errors. 

Please accept my heartfelt congratulations and my best 
wishes for the continued success of this worthwhile endeav­
our of the AUB students. 

Sincerely, 
Jacob Thaddeus, MD. 

He is really silly and superficial 
And absolutely not at all beneficial 
To me and not even that crucial 

So why worry about such type of boys 
That are best described as toys 
In the hands of girls that make noise 

In fact, he doesn 't deserve 
But some retaliation reserve 
Even his feeling of remorse won 't serve. 

R.K. 

Dr. Fawzi Hajj 

Responsible Director 
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The editor-in -chief did sign off with a sinking heart, but hers was not the only one. Quite predictably, her 

editorial reflects her character and achievements: Creative, courageous and committed. 
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She was always around to finish jobs that others left unfinished. In short, she " aimed for the sun", reviv­

ing OUTLOOK and setting it on the right track. It remains the duty of the future editor-in-chief to make sure that 

"the arrow aimed for the sun " keeps heading up. 

AlP David Dodge Sees 
Hope and Peace in the Future 

Acting President Dodge's remarks, which were read on his behalf by Dr. 

Haddadine, vice-president for academic affairs, sent messages of hope and optimism. 

"Today marks a bittersweet ending, but it is also an unparalleled t ime of new beginnings 

for you, the class of 1997, for the American University of Beirut, and for Lebanon and the 

region. Your graduation comes at a period in t ime like no other in this reg ion, a time of 

great possibility and renewed hope. 

Acting President Dodge reminded t he graduates of their vital roles as catalysts of 

change in a reborn Lebanon. "The ugl iness of w ar is slowly falling away to reveal the dis-

tinct beauty around us. Lebanon is po ised to regain its position of prominence in com-

merce and cultu re. As a new chapter begins in Lebanon's story, you will be here to fill the 

Deputy President Makdisi Speaks 
about the Legacy of AUB and the 
Role of its Graduates 

" Our confidence in the future is merely a reflection of AUB's 
glorious and continued heritage of 131 years, during which 
it never ceased to fulfill its mission - ever since it was found­
ed in 1866. Th is message is essentially based on the devel­
opment of open intellectual interaction, and is assertion that 
educational, cultural and university work is an act of faith in 
the high principles that illuminate our path towards consoli ­
dating the roots of a society governed by justice, democracy, 
freedom of expression, and safeguarding public welfare." 
"Lebanon and your individual countries not only need your 
specialization ... but also your implementation of the major 

pages." objectives of university education in its broad civilizational 

"You now have the ski ll and education that can take you anywhere in the world if and humanitarian meaning: acquiring knowledge, belief in 

you so choose. Some of you will t ravel far, but 1 hope that you can return from time to time- values, constructive dialogue ... commitment to society and 
. . . . . . working to improve it. Thus your expected contribution to 

to th1s beautiful campus, to see Co llege Ha ll standmg proudly agamst the Be1rut skyline, . . . 

once again a symbol of the pow er of education and enlightenment. " 

Dodge concluded by urging the students !O remain loyal to their alma mater, and 

to proudly represent its legacy at all times. "The world stands impressed at the resilience 

of the university in the most troubling of times, and recognizes its enduring i ~portance as 

an oasis of rational and enlightened thought in the midst of the worst that humanity can 

offer. Your future accomplishments w ill demonstrate the exce llence and importance of the 

education you have received, and act as a lasti ng testament t o the importance of AUB. " 

"In 1912, Daniel Bliss w rote, ' If a succeeding generation does not advance upon 

its predecessors the world will stand still.' I implore you to learn from t he past, from the 

successes and fa i lures of your predecessors, but more importantly to look to the future and 

make it yours." 

the rena1ssance of your country does not only 1mply takmg 
part in its various economic activities, but it also requires 
you to comply to the rules of civic behavior, and confirming 
humanitarian and social values inherent in our heritage. 
Your contribution also means accepting to faithfully bear the 
responsibility, as individuals and institutions, and acquies.c­
ing that rights and duti.es are inseparably entwined." 

"You owe it to your country to contribute in building a bet­
ter and stronger society. You are the apostles entrusted with 
redressing the w rongs of the past, the wrongs of the pre­
ceding generations. We are fully confident that you will be 
up to the standard requ ired to lead your country and your 
society to greater heights ... " 



August 1997 SPECIAL 

The long day before graduation 
by OUTLOOK Staff 

If you are graduating, you feel that time is passing you by. 
When you are done with your clearance, you have to make sure 
you get the cap and gown. Then you must attend the rehearsal 
session. On this specific day, graduates are invited to attend the 
President's reception at the Marquand House after the rehearsal. 
Then they may attend the reception held by the AUB Alumni-the 
Engineering Chapter. With this, the day before graduation is, to 
a certain extent, as important and as exhausting as the day of 
the graduation itself. To share their anxieties, joy and concerns, 
OUTLOOK spent rehearsal day among the graduating st1,1dents. 

Deputy President Dr. S. Makdisi and Mrs. Makdisi , Dean of the 
Faculty of Medicine Dr. S. Najjar, Dean of Faculty of Engineering 
Dr. N. Sabah and Mrs. Sabah, Dean of Student Affairs Dr. F. Hajj 
and Mrs. Hajj, Vice President Mr. G. Tohme, Acting Dean of the 
Faculty of Health Sciences Dr. M. Haddadin, and Dean of the 
Faculty of Agriculture Dr. N. Dagher were all at the reception 
held at the Marquand House to welcome the graduating stu­
dents and their parents. The reception started at 8:30 p.m ., and 
by 11 :00 most of the students headed to the Faculty of 
Engineering and Architecture to catch up on the second recep­
tion. 

At the President's reception, OUTLOOK spoke to many of the 
graduating students who expressed m ixed feelings of joy and 
fear about future prospects - especially employment. Both 
Abbas Kanso, B.Sc. in Chemistry, and lyad Chaar, B.S. Biology, 
were happy to have graduated, but feared unemployment. 
Luckily, they said, they still had to f in ish medical school - which 
they will enter next year. 

From the Faculty of Agricultural and Food Sciences, Hala 
Shan in thinks that it feels good to be a graduate, but that career 
guidance services are lacking. " I graduated last summer and I 
am still looking for a job," said Hala. 

Graduates of Arts give rein to their fantasies and dreams 

rather than the upcoming problems. Wael Sana, who graduated 
last summer with a B.B.A. in Business, said, " You on ly miss 
your University when you graduate" . On a similar note, Hazar 
Caracalla, a graduate of Economics, thinks that her years at AUB 
have been the best of her life. 

One of the · graduates of Health Sciences, Chogik 
Boulghourjian said that the alumni should keep in contact with 
their university. He added that if possible, alumni should pro­
vide support in addition to actively engaging in all university 
activities. Another Health Sciences graduate, Firas Kobeisi, 
expressed his concern about the decline in student registration . 
"I hope that the university will not be affected and will keep up 
its high academic standards, especially with the continuos 
tuition increases. " · 

Surprising ly, many graduates of Medicine refused to give any 
statement - which could be attributed to a brain-drain given the 
amount of studying they had to do! 

At the FEA reception , students had differing views. An 
Architecture graduate, Lina Baki , wondered whether the "green 
oval" lazing about ( the famous AUB student hang-out ) would 
expand in the upcoming years. Her colleague, Carlos Haddad, 
said that that AUB was progressing in many aspects, but that 
there was lack of communication between students and teach­
ers. He added that students were, unfortunately, becoming 
more passive when it came to participating in students activi­
t ies. 

Youssef Hneine, a C.C.E. graduate, felt that students at AUB 
had the opportunity to pursue their interests on both t he cultur­
al and intellectual levels if they wished to, but he stressed that 
the " only problem is the increasing tuition fees". Another C. C. E. 
graduate, Mazen Riachi, regretted the fact that he had wasted 
his time and money at AUB. He added that obtaining a degree 
in technical training would have been the same. The only advan­
tage that one had at AUB, Mazen pointed out, was t he overall 
cultural, social and intellectual experience that shapes one's 
character. 
Joe Sfeir, a Mechanical engineer, commented that freedom of 
speech was still missing at the university. Academically, Joe felt 
that the university was stil l lagging in the areas of techno logy, 

especially in laborato­
ries. 

By the time OUT­
LOOK had spoken to 
most of the graduates, 
Dr. Z. Yamout, director 
of the Physical Plant 
department and 
President of the 
Engineering Alumni 
Chapter, had begun to 
address the new gradu­
ates . He announced 
that a job fair would be 
held on the 7th, 8th, 
and 9th of August 1997, 
and that a barbecue will 
be held in mid-August 
to introduce the new 
alumni to their fellow members of the chapter. Yamout con­
cluded his short address by asking the graduating engineers 
to join in a cheer for the dean, faculty and students of the 
FEA. 

Following that, Dean Sabah took the floor. He thanked Dr. 
Yamout and the members of the executive committee of the 
chapte r for their continuos and unwavering support for the 
Faculty. He congratulated the FEA and Graphic design class­
es of 1997 graduates, and assured the graduates that by their 
accomplishments they would uphold the high reputation of 
their Faculty. " Graduation is a very special occasion wh ich 
you will always cherish ... years of preparation are behind 
you ... you are now ready to step into the arena of real life, to 
face the world as it is with all its goods and evils and with its 
temptations and rewards ... We have done our best to pre­

pare you through educa­
tion and training and the 
opportunities to develop 
your work habits and your 
character. I am sure you are 
now ready to face the cha l­
lenges that will be coming 
your way." 

Finall y, Dean 
Sabah left the graduates 
with a valuable piece of 
advice, saying that "the 
poorest of all people is not 
the person without a cent 
but the person without a 
dream " . Foll owing Dean 
Sabah's remarks, a big cake 
with the FEA logo was cut 
in honor of the graduates, 
giving way to celebration 
and dancing. 

Sunday, July 6th, 
1997, was a long and excit­
ing day. At least it was the 
last day before most gradu­

ates said goodbye to the most interesting and important 
phase of their lives. 

OUTLOOK ~ 
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NEW A.U.B. PRESIDENT APPOIN 
On July 7, 1997, the day of the commencement, the appointment of Dr. John Waterbury as the 
new president of AUB was announced. Dr. Waterbury's appointment will be effective as of 
January 1, 1998. The new president has a long and an impressive record as both an academician 
and an expert on Middle Eastern affairs. Following is a brief summary of Dr. Waterbury's achieve­
ments: 

- Holds a B.A. degree in Oriental Studies from Princeton University, and a Ph.D. in Political 
Science from Columbia University. 
-1961-1962: Fulbright scholar in Egypt - where he studied Arabic. 
- 1968-1971: Taught political science at the University of Michigan. 
- 1971-1977: Served as Cairo's Middle East correspondent for the American Universities Field 
Staff. 
- 1977-1978: Taught at University Aix-Marseilles in France. 
- 1978: Joined faculty at Princeton University. 
- 1992: Appointed director of Princeton University's Center of International Studies (CIS) - a cen-
ter devoted to the research of international affairs, war and peace, and development. 
- 1992: Appointed editor to World Politics, a quarterly journal published by Princeton's CIS. 
-1995-1996: Fulbright research scholar in Ethiopia and Uganda. 
- Carried out extensive research and published several papers on two issues: public ownership, 
private enterprise and privatization in several countries; and the politics of the development of 
international river basins. · · 

1997 GRADUATION CEREMONY: Calls for 
Peace, Democracy, and Adherence to 
the Ten Basic Rules 

Another year unfolds, more graduates enter the profes­
sional world, and final university lessons are learnt at the 
graduation ceremony. This year's speakers touched on a 
variety of crucial issues ranging from peace and human 
rights, to the ten basic rules for success. Following are high­
lights of the speaker's remarks: 

President Hrawi's Peace Appeal: 
President Hrawi did not fail to use the graduation ceremo­

ny as a forum for appealing to the American administration 
to assume its 
role as honest 
partner in the 
peacemaking 
effort."We 
expect the 
peace process 
to speed up tfle 
lifting of the 
travel ban, and 
we appeal to 
Clinton to take 
the initiative in 
ensuring the 
implementation 
of international 
justice in our 
region before 
the peace 
process collaps­
es entirely." 

----------

The President also urged the graduates to committed 
"towards building a future, not reviving the past. " He added 
that "self-confidence, coexistence, genuine adherence to 
national goals, a spirit of adventure, transforming dreams 
into realities, and commitment to freedom and democra­
cies" were crucial to upholding a sense of dignified citizen ­
ship. 

Hrawi concluded by reminding the graduates that they will 
be faced with many challenges such as "market economy 
versus state economy, globalization versus ethnic roots, 
ethics and values versus chaos and opportunism, [and] just 
peace versus submission." 

Dr. Ray Irani's Ten Basic Rules: 
"As I look across this sea of caps and gowns, I see young 
men . and women of different religions, diverse political 
beliefs and widely varied family backgrounds. Here you sit 
side by side as equals about to begin a grand adventure. You 
have learned not only from the teachings of your professors, 
but also from your interaction with each other. The lessons 
you have learned here go beyond the purely academic. This 
institution places a high value on promoting understanding 
and tolerance for widely diverse views. You have learned to 
live together .. . To deepen your understanding of human 
nature and tolerance of human differences." 

" ... [T]he first piece of advice is to live life to the fullest. 
Living life to the fullest begins with self respect and means 
having a deep sense of personal responsibility for your 
thoughts and actions. It means keeping your word . It means 
being faithful to your family and friends. It means believing 
in what you are doing and working hard, because hard work 
adds flavor to life. It means being counted on to perform well 
in good times and bad times. It means setting your own 
internal standards, and not comparing yourself to others, for 

ISSUE 

each of you has un ique talents. It means not worrying about 
who gets the credit, but rather getting the job done well. It's 
not a question of being better than someone else. Self­
respect and integrity demand that you be better than you 
thought you could be." 

"I'd like to give you a list of ten basic rules that I believe can 
help each of you achieve your full potential. These are sim­
ple rules that are easy to remember. The .challenge is to fol­
low them consistently." 

" First, be willing to pay the price. Today's preparation 
determines tomorrow's achievement. If you want to be suc­
cessful in your chosen field, find out what it takes to excel. 
lime. Practice. Commitment. Sacrifice. There is a price. 
Success is never on sale. It's just a matter of deciding how 
much you are willing to pay." 

"Second, exercise self-discipline. Discipline to put in the 
necessary hours. Discipline to stay up-to-date in your field . 
Discipline to read . Discipline to use your time well . Discipline 
to stay with a task. Self-discipl ine is simply self-control. " 

"Third, have a bold, clear vision of what you want to do, 
and remain true to it. Remaining true to your vision means 
that you can 't just set goals one day, and then the next day 
act as though your goals didn't exist. Your goals should gov­
ern every decision, every day. That's the only way you have 
of achieving anything worthwhile. Remember that choice 
not chance determines one's destiny." 

" Fourth, learn to get along with others. You may not please 
all of the people all of the t ime, but you can please most of 
the people most of the time ... If in no other way but by being 
open to their criticism. Weigh it aga inst the considerat ions of 
others. People seldom improve when they have only their 
own standards to measure themselves by. So measure your­
self w ith someone else's ruler occasionally." 

(cont. on page 6) 
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With the foll owing few lines, I sign off as the editor-in­
chief of OUTLOOK with a sinking heart. Not only will I no 
longer be able to practice my favorite hobby of being a 
student (yes, you'd better believe it!), but I will be giving 
up the most sacred and privileged responsibility I have 
been endowed with . 

But before I leave, I would like to share with you the four 
" C" keys to good living that I abide by: Challenge, 
Commitment, Courage, and Creativity. 

Never cease to challenge yourself. When you seek 
goals, strive for the highest standards. When you set stan­
dards, let them be one step above your expectations. 
Never underestimate your abilities and never " sell your­
self short" . You may surprise yourself at what you are 
capable of achieving. Do not let obstacles prevent you 
from reaching your goals; those are merely self-created 
illusions. In short, and as one of my favorite quotes beau­
tifully put its, "Aim for the sun and you may never reach 
it; but your arrow will fly higher than if aimed at an object 
on a level with yourself". 

A lways be committed to what you are doing. 
Commitment breeds excellence, and excellence breeds 
self-fulfillment. Never leave a job half-done. It is like 
breathing from only one nostril! 

Always have the courage to go after what you want, no 
matter what it takes. Courage means taking that one step 
that might change your life, to the better. Courage means 
taking the blame for your wrong-doings. It means stand­
ing up to your rights with all your might, and with your 
head up high. And courage means accepting people for 
who they are and respecting their views. Without courage, 
you may never experience life's wonders - and these are 
many, I am sure. 

Finally, be creative in living your life. Lead and let oth­
ers follow. Always try something new. The world offers a 
plethora of choices; you may wish to add a few cus­
tomized ones. Only then will you experience life in a dif­
ferent and exciting dimension. 

With these final words I sign off with only one wish . I 
hope that you take good care of OUTLOOK and uphold its 
eminent reputation. It is your brain-child after all! 

Niveen Abboushi 

Editorial Board 
Chairman 

EDITORIAL 

LETTERS TO THE EDITOR: 
Looking Back at OUTLOOK 

Dear Editor-in-chief: 
I was thrilled to see OUTLOOK revived. The efforts of the 

group responsible for the production of Vol. 01, Issue 01, are 
indeed commendable and deserve thanks and appreciation 
for producing an attractive and interesting first issue. The 
publication must be encouraged and supported by all the 
Faculty, the students and alumni. 

It may interesting for your readers to know the historical 
background of OUTLOOK. The publication appeared for the 
first time during the scholastic year 1949-1950 under the 
aegis of the Student Council in office at the time, and of 
which I was a member representing the fifth year medical 
students.' I had the honor of being appointed, by the Council, 
as the first Chairman of the Publication Committee of OUT­
LOOK. 

A room on the second floor of West Hall was assigned by 
AUB administration as the office of OUTLOOK. There enthu­
siastic students of journalism under the able guidance of the 
late Mr. Hall Winslow, who was responsible for the course of 
Journalism at the time, poured their efforts in producing 
OUTLOOK which was acclaimed and appreciated by all the 
AUB community. The first Editor as far as I can recall was a 
dynamic student by the name of Fawzi Saba, who was ably 
assisted by another active student, Najwa Shaheen (Hattar). 
Najwa and I are still associated together, she as the Editor 
and I as the Chairman of the Publication Committee of ai­
Kulliyah magazine, the official publication of the AUB 
Alumni Association. 

Remembering the good old days of the infant publ ication, 
there were a few interesting and somewhat funny episodes 

I would like you to print this poem because it expresses 
the feelings of many women at this university. 

A Better End 

When I first realized that this is the end 
I cried a lot and couldn't stand 
That there is no hope and nothing in hand 

I was thinking and thinking day after day 
But in fact I had nothing to say 
But 'My luck makes me always pay' 

Suddenly, I discovered something essential 
That he is not that substantial 
To look at or force little potential 

A Message to the Editor-in-Chief: 

August 1997 

which I would like to relate. On April 1 (April Fool's Day), the 
publication appeared with the title "LOOKOUT" instead of 
" OUTLOOK". The cover story in that issue related the expe­
riences of two medical students who visited, qt midnight, the 
basement of Van Dyck Hall where the cadavers, used by first 
year medical students, were stored. They were scared out of 
their wits when they saw cadavers come to life and engage 
in folk dance. Vivid imagination indeed. But the article 
caused an uproar. The AUB president and administration 
were dismayed because, in those days, the use of cadavers 
to teach anatomy to the medical students was not generally 
known in town and was certainly frowned upon by the com­
munity. The editorial board and I were subjected to a severe 
reprimand by the president. Our only excuse was that it was 
April 1 after all. From then on we were careful to avoid con­
troversial issues. 

Another episode which made fun of frequent typographi­
cal errors in OUTLOOK was presented in one of the Medical 
Student Society's (MSS) popular variety shows in West Hall. 
One of the MSS members, the witty John Racy stood on the 
stage and read the following, "We regret the mistake in the 
following news item which appeared in the last issue of 
OUTLOOK ... 'Mr. Youssef Youssef was appointed a Defective 
in the Police Force.' The correct version should read 'Mr. 
Youssef Youssef was appointed a Detective in the Police 
Farce'" . I am sure those responsible for OUTLOOK today will 
do their best to avoid such errors. 

Please accept my heartfelt congratulations and my best 
wishes for the continued success of this worthwhile endeav­
our of the AUB students. 

Sincerely, 
Jacob Thaddeus, MD. 

He is really silly and superficial 
And absolutely not at all beneficial 
To me and not even that crucial 

So why worry about such type of boys 
That are best described as toys 
In the hands of girls that make noise 

In fact, he doesn't deserve 
But some retaliation reserve 
Even his feeling of remorse won 't serve. 

R.K. 
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The editor-i n-chief did sign off with a sinking heart, but hers was not the only one. Quite predictably, her 

editorial reflects her character and achievements: Creative, courageous and committed. 

Niveen Abboushi 

Associate Editor 

Lina Badi 

Business Manager 

Aya Houdeib 

Layout Editor 

Samar Yanni 

Faculty Advisor 

Dr. Nizar Hamzeh 

Member 

Dr. Souma Bou-Jawdeh 

Technical Advisor 

Dr. Toufic Mezher 

Member 

Dr. Kassem Kassak 

Member 

Hussein Abdul-

Hussain 

Member 

Shadi Ahmadieh 

Member 

Elie Awad 

Member 

Souha Moussa 

Photographers 

Khalil Kharat 

Fikri Younis 

She was always around to finish jobs that others left unfinished. In short, she "aimed for the sun", reviv­

ing OUTLOOK and setting it on the right track. It remains the duty of the future editor-in-chief to make sure that 

"the arrow aimed for the sun" keeps heading up. 

AlP David Dodge Sees 
Hope and Peace in the Future 

Acting President Dodge's remarks, which were read on his behalf by Dr. 

Haddadine, vice-president for academic affairs, sent messages of hope and optimism. 

"Today marks a bittersweet ending, but it is also an unparalleled time of new beginnings 
for you, the class of 1997, for the American University of Beirut, and for Lebanon and the 
region. Your graduation comes at a period in time like no other in this region, a time of 

great possibility and renewed hope. 

Acting President Dodge reminded the graduates of their vital roles as catalysts of 

change in a reborn Lebanon. "The ugliness of war is slowly falling away to reveal the dis­
tinct beauty around us. Lebanon is poised to regain its position of prominence in com­

merce and culture. As a new chapter begins in Lebanon's story, you will be here to fill the 

pages." 

"You now have the skill and education that can take you anywhere in the world if 
you so choose. Some of you will travel far, but I hope that you can return from time to time­

to this beautiful campus, to see College Hall standing proudly against the Beirut skyline, 

once again a symbol of the power of education and enlightenment." 

Dodge concluded by urging the students_ to remain loyal to their alma mater, and 

to proudly represent its legacy at all times. "The world stands impressed at the resilience 
of the university in the most troubling of times, and recognizes its enduring i~portance as 
an oasis of rational and enlightened thought in the midst of the worst that humanity can 

offer. Your future accomplishments will demonstrate the excellence and importance of the 
education you have received, and act as a lasting testament to the importance of AUB." 

"In 1912, Daniel Bliss wrote, 'I f a succeeding generation does not advance upon 
its predecessors the world will stand still.' I implore you to learn from the past, from the 

successes and failures of your predecessors, but more importantly to look to the future and 

make it yours." 

Deputy President Makdisi Speaks 
about the Legacy of AUB and the 
Role of its Graduates 

"Our confidence in the future is merely a reflection of AUB's 
glorious and continued heritage of 131 years, during which 
it never ceased to fulfill its mission - ever since it was found­
ed in 1866. This message is essentially based on the devel­
opment of open intellectual interaction, and is assertion that 
educational, cultural and university work is an act of faith in 
the high principles that illuminate our path towards consoli ­
dating the roots of a society governed by justice, democracy, 
freedom of expression, and safeguarding public welfare." 
"Lebanon and your individual countries not only need your 
specialization ... but also your implementation of the major 
objectives of university education in its broad civilizational 
and humanitarian meaning: acquiring knowledge, belief in 
values, constructive dialogue ... commitment to society and 
working to improve it. Thus your expected contribution to 
the renaissance of your country does not only imply taking 
part in its various economic activities, but it also requires 
you to comply to the rules of civic behavior, and confirming 
humanitarian and social values inherent in our heritage. 
Your contribution also means accepting to faithfully bear the 
responsibility, as individuals and institutions, and acquies.c­
ing that rights and duties are inseparably entwined." 

"You owe it to your country to contribute in building a bet­
ter and stronger society. You are the apostles entrusted with 
redressing the wrongs of the past, the wrongs of the pre­
ceding generations. We are fully confident that you will be 
up to the standard required to lead your country and your 
society to greater heights ... " 
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The long day before graduation 
by OUTLOOK Staff 

If you are graduating, you feel that time is passing you by. 
When you are done with your clearance, you have to make sure 
you get the cap and gown. Then you must attend the rehearsal 
session. On this specific day, graduates are invited to attend the 
President's reception at the Marquand House after the rehearsal. 
Then they may attend the reception held by the AUB Alumni-the 
Engineering Chapter. With this, the day before graduation is, to 
a certain extent, as important and as exhausting as the day of 
the graduation itself. To share their anxieties, joy and concerns, 
OUTLOOK spent rehearsal day among the graduating students. 

Deputy President Dr. S. Makdisi and Mrs. Makdisi , Dean of the 
Faculty of Medicine Dr. S. Najjar, Dean of Faculty of Engineering 
Dr. N. Sa bah and Mrs. Sa bah, Dean of Student Affairs Dr. F. Hajj 
and Mrs. Hajj, Vice President Mr. G. Tohme, Acting Dean of the 
Faculty of Health Sciences Dr. M. Haddadin, and Dean of the 
Faculty of Agriculture Dr. N. Dagher were all at the reception 
held at the Marquand House to welcome the graduating stu­
dents and their parents. The reception started at 8:30 p.m ., and 
by 11 :00 most of the students headed to the Faculty of 
Engineering and Architecture to catch up on the second recep­
tion. 

At the President's reception, OUTLOOK spoke to many of the 
graduating students who expressed mixed feelings of joy and 
fear about future prospects - especially employment. Both 
Abbas Kanso, B.Sc. in Chemistry, and lyad Chaar, B.S. Biology, 
were happy to have graduated, but feared unemployment. 
Luckily, they said, they still had to fin ish medical school - which 
they will enter next year. 

From the Faculty of Agricultural and Food Sciences, Hala 
Shanin thinks that it feels good to be a graduate, but that career 
guidance services are lacking. " I graduated last summer and I 
am still looking for a job," said Hala. 

Graduates of Arts give rein to their fantasies and dreams 

rather than the upcoming problems. Wael Sana, who graduated 
last summer with a B.B.A. in Business, said, " You only miss 
your University when you graduate". On a similar note, Hazar 
Caracalla, a graduate of Economics, thinks that her years at AUB 
have been the best of her life. 

One of the · graduates of Health Sciences, Chogik 
Boulghourjian said that the alumni should keep in contact with 
their university. He added that if possible, alumni should pro­
vide support in addition to actively engaging in all university 
activities. Another Health Sciences graduate, Firas Kobeisi , 
expressed his concern about the decline in student registration. 
"I hope that the university will not be affected and will keep up 
its high academic standards, especially with the continuos 
tuition increases." · 

Surprisingly, many graduates of Medicine refused to give any 
statement - which could be attributed to a brain-drain given the 
amount of studying they had to do! 

At the FEA reception, students had differing views. An 
Architecture graduate, Lina Baki, wondered whether the "green 
oval" lazing about (the famous AUB student hang-out ) would 
expand in the upcoming years. Her colleague, Carlos Haddad, 
said that that AUB was progressing in many aspects, but that 
there was lack of communication between students and teach­
ers. He added that students were, unfortunately, becoming 
more passive when it came to participating in students activi­
ties. 

Youssef Hneine, a C.C.E. graduate, felt that students at AUB 
had the opportunity to pursue their interests on both the cultur­
al and intellectual levels if they wished to, but he stressed that 
the "only problem is the increasing tuition fees". Another C. C. E. 
graduate, Mazen Riachi, regretted the fact that he had wasted 
his time and money at AUB. He added that obtaining a degree 
in technical training would have been the same. The only advan­
tage that one had at AUB, Mazen pointed out, was the overall 
cultural, social and intellectual experience that shapes one's 
character. 
Joe Sfeir, a Mechanical engineer, commented that freedom of 
speech was still missing at the university. Academically, Joe felt 
that the university w as still lagging in the areas of technology, 

especially in laborato­
ries. 

By the time OUT­
LOOK had spoken to 
most of the graduates, 
Dr. Z. Yamout, director 
of the Physical Plant 
department and 
President of the 
Engineering Alumni 
Chapter, had begun to 
address the new gradu­
ates . He announced 
that a job fair would be 
held on the 7th, 8th, 
and 9th of August 1997, 
and that a barbecue will 
be held in mid-August 
to introduce the new 
alumni to their fellow members of the chapter. Yamout con­
cluded his short address by asking the graduating engineers 
to join in a cheer for the dean, faculty and students of the 
FEA. 

Following that, Dean Sabah took the floor. He thanked Dr. 
Yamout and the members of the executive committee of the 
chapter for their continuos and unwavering support for the 
Faculty. He congratulated the FEA and Graphic design class­
es of 1997 graduates, and assured the graduates that by their 
accomplishments they would uphold the high reputation of 
their Faculty. " Graduation is a very special occasion which 
you will always cherish ... years of preparation are behind 
you .. . you are now ready to step into the arena of real life, to 
face the world as it is with all its goods and evils and with its 
temptations and rewards ... We have done our best to pre­

pare you through educa­
tion and training and the 
opportunities to develop 
your work habits and your 
character. I am sure you are 
now ready to face the chal ­
lenges that will be coming 
your way." 

Finally, Dean 
Sabah left the graduates 
with a valuable piece of 
advice, saying that "the 
poorest of all people is not 
the person without a cent 
but the person without a 
dream" . Foll owing Dean 
Sabah's remarks, a big cake 
with the FEA logo was cut 
in honor of the graduates, 
giving way to celebration 
and dancing. 

Sunday, July 6th, 
1997, was a long and excit­
ing day. At least it was the 
last day before most gradu­

ates said goodbye to the most interesting and important 
phase of their lives. 

OUTLOOK ~ 
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1997 Graduation Party: from A to Z 

It was a party 

nd they wanted 

o celebrate the 

ost important 

ay of their lives I 

hat of their grad·-

The Mechref Country Club mi ht b 
the offi~ial AUB graduation pa~y sit:.r:~:~:ae~i~~ b~o~:~Yt~: 
graduatiO_n party for two consecutive years. This year's event 
was considerably successful as the 1800 att d partied the night a en ees reveled and way. 
w:r: tmh ofst AUB h students prepared for the final exams, there 

e ew w o were busy 1n pre · f GRADUATION . panng or the great event: the 
f . :ARTY. A spec1al organizing committee was 
o~med co~pnsmg one faculty member of the USFC as the com­
~~~~~ advllsor, th~ USFC treasurer as the committee treasurer 
Th e se f-appomted committee president and vice-president' 

th:r:e%~~: :~s~ :~: ~~:~~~e::~mbbers whho ~ollowed up on ali I . ers w o Simply attended a 
co~ft: of ~eetmgs to secure themselves free entry to the party I 
reache~u~4 the number of the so-called committee members 
timet k on~y 4 members had really sacrificed much of their 

. ~ ma e t e event come through. Others were sim I " -
asltes who used t heir authority as committee ff" p Y par 
tickets and to facilitate the entry of their close fr~ ~~ers to book ve~he co~mitte~ c~rried all the responsibility fro~ s:·lecting the 

ue an appclntmg the security guards to sec . and the proper OJ Of co th • unng sponsors · urse, ere was also the re ·bT 
of printing and sel ling the party tickets To s f spdonsl I Jty forge th · · a eguar aga1nst ry, e committee treasurer stamped each a d . 
sold. ~oreover, in order to avoid the typical .. ;as~~~r~ ticket 
committee members and their friends, ticket-bo k. mo_ng 
ly forbidden and tickets were sold on a " o mg w_~s st~Jct­
Unfortunately, one or two members too:~yu as you go baSIS. 
increase the ticket sales from 1 500 to 1 700 potnh themselves_ to the other m b . ' • WI out consulting f em ers - wh1ch rtlsulted in a seating frenzy By th ~:·,~·~ple1 ceoohed Meohcef, the ""mboc cmhed "P ;0 ,..; 

W 

. e Ina outcome was an uncontrollable crowd ' 
hy 1s there always a bl . · . pro em when It comes to tickets? The 

committee put a stand a week before the day of th . end of th f . e party. By the 
ets sold d~d onuo~~:caeye~fosne~~~~r~p the stand, the number of tick­
able tickets. On July 

7 
th d ~f the total number ofthe avail-

around 400 tickets within~ h:yu~s :t;~:~~~sthe ~ommittee sold 
buy tickets blamed the committee for. not he"'"! o came late to 
which is when "wasta" pi d . avmg more to sel l, aye 1ts role! 
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(cont. from previous page) 

The mess did not stop at selling the tickets. 
There were problems with the fireworks, the 
DJ's system - despite the presence of more 
accompanying technicians than the actual 
crowd, the bass system was very loud. 
Moreover, the cigarette sponsors did not live 
up to their part of the agreement, and last but 
not least, the stage collapsed under the feet 
of the raving dancers. A number of commit­
tee members felt not only disappointed with 
other committee members, but also by the 
club's organization of the event. 

From a technical point of view, we can say 
that the party was less than average - thanks 
to the unorganized committee efforts. 
Thankfully, none of the attendants seemed to 
care about the technicalities. 

On a more positive note, the Mechref Club 
kept its promise of keeping an open bar ser­
vice throughout the night. There was an 
abundance of drinks for everybody. Similarly, 
food was also abundant. By the time we left, 
the buffet, as well as the bar, were both still 
open. The service was extraordinary and the 
waiters took orders incessantly. Gratefully, 
the Mechref Country Club manager herself 

SPECIAL 

spent the night making sure that nothing went wrong. As we left the club in the wee hours of 
the morning, she saluted us with a big smile. 

Most students were in their best clothing and their best shapes - a scene we are not familiar 
with when we meet daily on campus. But after a few drinks, and after the "academic exhaus­
tion" caught up with the students, most neckties were tied on men's waists or on their heads by 
the end of the party. After all, it was just a party and they wanted to celebrate the most impor­
tant day of their lives, that of their graduation. 

To make the graduation celebration more complete, a big cake was cut and served with cham­
pagne, accompanied by congratulation tunes and dancing. Dancers did not stop until the early 
hours of morning, when the security guards had to bid everybody goodbye. With this, the party 
ended and the graduates left with an aura teeming with happiness and relief. Another year 
unfolds, and more graduates will be missed! 

(cont from cover page) 

"Fifth, be a dreamer ... We need men and women like you entering the work force to say 
"Why not?" The world has many problems that require solutions. Dare to dream up some 
ways to resolve them. So keep your head in the clouds and dream ... But at the same time, try 
to keep both feet on the ground. By that I mean that while it is important to be a dreamer ... lt 
also is important not to lose sight of what's practical." 

"Sixth, take risks. Don't be 'afraid to fail. Obstacles are those things you see when you take 
your eyes off your goal. The world is full of people who follow wherever the path leads. You 
need to take some risks by striking out where there is no path and create your own trail." 

"Seventh, stay informed. Man's mind, once stretched by a new idea, never regains its origi­
nal shape. I trust that after your years here, your mind has been stretched so that you will never 
stop learning about the world around you. Someone said recently in commenting about the 
modern world, "Wealth was once measured in gold. Now it's measured by what we know." So, 
stay alert and keep informed." 

"Eighth, be ethical. Know when to compromise and when to hold fast to your convictions. 
What you once knew to be right and wrong ... is still right and wrong. Right has been, and 
always will be right." 

"Ninth, learn the value of humor and laughter as a remedy for disappointment. Setbacks 
happen, but they need not be so devastating if you can laugh at life and laugh at yourself. The 
best antidote for all the adversities that you will encounter will be a sense of humor." 

"Tenth, define success in your own terms. To many people, success is defined as getting to 
the top in achievement. But we all can't get to the top. Besides, that's not what life is all about 
anyway. Life is an endless process of self-discovery ... An endless and unpredictable dialogue 
between our potential as human beings and the life situations in which we find ourselves. Your 
success as individuals will depend on your capacity to continue learning and growing in the 
face of life's unending challenges and changes." 

"Let me close with this challenge to each of you. The past is yours, learn from it. The present 
is yours, improve it. The future is yours, define it. Knowledge is yours, use it. Tolerance is 
yours, practice it. Freedom is yours, defend it. Faith in the quality of human dignity is yours, 
re pact it." 

August 1997 

"Never allow yourselves to be blinded by injustice or prejudice, disheartened by 
adversity or discouraged by misfortune. Don't let anything paralyze your mind, bind 
your hands or destroy your spirit. Go out into the world not to dominate it, but to serve 
it ... Not to exp loit it, but to enrich it." 

(Dr. Irani is Chairman and Chief Executive Officer of Occidental Petroleum Corporation, 
L.A., California. He is also a member of the AUB Board of Trustees) 
PERSONAL PROFILE 

- Degree: B.A. in Business Administration 
- Future Plans: Master's degree in Finance 
-Achievements: Vice-President of the University -Student faculty Committee (USFC) 

Congrats our editor-in-chief and associate edit 

Penrose Award Recipients 
-Degree: BE in Mechanical Engineering 
- Activ ities: FEA-SRC member; USFC 
member; member of the FEA academic 
committee; AUB Cinema Club member; 
AUB Yoga Club member; AUB Human 
Rights and Peace Club member; AUB 
Environment Club member; vice-presi­
dent of the AUB Automobile Club; mem­
ber of the Campus Yearbook Committee; 
member of the editorial board and writer 
to the AUB student publication, OUT­
LOOK; published several articles in 
Campus newspaper. 
- Achievements: 

- Ranked second nationwide in the 
Lebanese Baccalaureate 
Exam (1993) 

- Ranked second in the SO exam with 
an average of 921/1,000 (1993) 

Dean's Honor List throughout all 
semester of study 

- Ranked 1st in the ME97 class 
- Graduated with high distinction with 

an overall cumulative average of 
92.47/100 

- Recipient of the Penrose Award 
- Favorit e Quote: "Knowledge can be 
communicated, but not wisdom. In every 
truth, the opposite is equally true ... A truth 
can be expressed by words if it is one­
sided, only half the truth, it all lacks totali­
ty, completeness and unity. The world 
itself is never one-sided ... " Siddhartha 

(cont. on next page) 
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COLLEGE HALL REVIVED 
In 1870, the AUB campus became too small to accommo­

date the rapid expansion of the college (SPC at the time). 
Thanks to the trustee William Earl Dodge, the new money 
necessary for building a new campus became available. 

This famous Main Building (to be later called College Hall) 
-designed in New York and constructed under the AUB pres­
idency of Dr. Daniel Bliss - was inaugurated on March 13, 
1874, when the students hoisted the bell and rang it at 5:00 
p.m ., marking the end of the US $9,800 project. 

The Main Building comprised all the facilities: a chapel 
(until 1891). classrooms, dormitories (for seniors and 
juniors), archaeology, geology and botany museums (until 
1902 when they were moved to Post Hall), a library (moved 
to Jafet in 1952). faculty rooms, and, yes, an athletics field! 

All in all it was a 44-room building that survived many 
modifications. In 1936 it gained a real tower (the first had 
been incomplete due to the lack of money) which contained 
the bell and the clock- later changed into a sophisticated one 
designed and manufactured on campus under the supervi­
sion of Professor Thomas Bridgewood of the Faculty of 
Engineering. 

The "local clock" was installed in 1962 and was said to last 
for 1,000 years -Unfortunately, the validity of this estimate 
was never to be proven because an November 3, 1991 at 
3:45a.m., a 175 lb. bomb put an end to the legacy of College 
Hall, and later caused much financial angst resulting from 
the rebuilding of the College Hall. 

On December 12, 1992, the construction of a new, 20 per­
cent larger College Hall, began. The new building is 14 
meters away from the original location ( an area to be uti­
lized as a plaza separate the building from the main gate). 
The height of the new tower has increased by 22 percent 
(1.06 meters) allowing for the clock to be seen from all over 
campus. 

The most important adage will be the equipment: The new 
College Hall is more "inte lligent" by virtue of the full com­
puterization system therein. There will be a Maintenance 
Monitoring Program (MMP) covering fire protection, and a 
VAV (Variable Air Volume) system - an air conditioning sys­
tem that regulates itself according to the number of people 
present within a specific area. There will also be a new base­
ment connecting the building to the Jafet library. 

Each floor will contain no more that 40-50 offices. The 
Registrar's Office will be located on the first floor, with the 
Development Office and the Comptroller's on the second 
floor. The third and fourth floors will accommodate for staff 

offices ·and the vice-president's office, respectively. Finally, the 
last floor will be reserved for the president, the board of 
trustees, and a conference room. 

The construction was initially scheduled to be completed by 
August 2, 1997. However, many modifications and routine 
delays rescheduled the completion date to August 7, 1997. The 
project was designed to cost around US $8.6 million, but the 
actual cost more than doubled to reach US $19 million - a figure 
that is still far from the final cost. 

The AUB family has a date with College Hall on August 7th, 
1997. This day will mark the end of 6 years of reconstruction that 
cost AUB students more than they could afford, especially since 
the high cost of reconstruction was the main excuse for raising 
tuition fees. Let us hope that all will be worth the wait and the 
agony. 

(Note: At the time this article went to print, the writer asked for 
it not to be published. The writer feels that this article supports 
the reason behind raising the tuition fees, and wishes not to be 
part of this support. However, we, at Outlook, believe that all 
well-written articles must be intended to reflect the true reality 
on the ground objectively, as this is every student's right and our 
responsibility. ) 

Welcome Back AUB Valedictorian 
by Outlook Staff 

After a very long absence, the eagerly-awaited AUB vale­
dictorian is back on the list of speakers at commencement 
day. Rami Sayegh paved th!'l way in this year's graduation 
ceremony with calls for transparency, democracy, and com­
mitment. Following are excerpts of Rami 's speech: 

"[W)e would like to share with you our two major con­
cerns: transparency in interaction and democracy in prac­
tice .... [W)e would like, in your presence, to undertake a com­
mitment which we will permanently honor and uphold." 

"Our first concern is transparency. AUB students, like their 
other colleagues in other Lebanese universities, believe in 
honest and open exchange of ideas and opinions. When we 

indulge in a noble cause, it is exercised in crystal-clear trans­
parency ... At the base of all [our) appeals is a genuine and 
transparent concern for the well being of our society and our 
distinguished university. It is our sincere hope that the uni­
versity administration, faculty and staff exercise the same 
openness and transparency towards us in providing a better 
relationship. Although there are some positive signs in this 
respect, we are still awaiting the response to our requests. 
Let us not forget that we are one family and, as beneficiaries 
in this educational enterprise, our concerns should be those 
of the university at large." 

"Our second concern is democracy on campus. We are 
fortunate that our country has been historically committed to 
democracy, and that all efforts to shake down our belief in 
the democratic process have failed. We do recognize and are 
grateful to this institution for planting and nurturing the 
seeds of democracy in thousands of graduates over a period 
exceeding one hundred and thirty years. Were it not for the 
role of AUB and other academic institutions in lebanon in 
fostering democratic ideals and practices, freedom would 
have long been curtailed and forgotten. Democracy should 
be lived existentially on campus in its fullest expression. The 
motto of AUB "that they may have life and have it more 
abundantly" is attained through the acquisition of the ele­
ments of truth and through a fair representation of the will of 
the students ... lt is true that the university granted the stu­
dents the opportunity to express their opinion through vari­
ous committees, but we believe that we have reached the 
time and maturity to activate an independent student repre­
sentative body." 

"We now turn to our commitment. As AUB students, we 
proceed with devotion in championing a noble cause, be it 
political, social, educational, compassionate, human love, or 
sports. Idealism being often our basic drive is coupled with 
a commitment to achieve a better society ... One may migrate 
into different convictions but the basic elements of truth, 
honesty, compassion and love for each other, will be main­
tained in our behavior." 

"Those of us who are graduating this year will be embark­
ing soon on some sort of productive employment, each in 
his or her profession or expertise. While the Lebanese 
among us, in particular, pledge to share in the process of the 
reconstruction of the country, all AUB graduates are com­
mitted to share in the development of their societies and in 
presenting a model of efficiency, character and leadership. 
To our Alma Mater, we pledge our devotion and full support 
in the years to come." 

OUTlOOK 71 

Penrose Awards 

-D.O.B: 1975 
- Degree: BS in Biology 
- Activities: 
AUB Softball Club; AUB 
Soccer Varsity Team; 
Biology Students' Society 
Committee member; 
Lebanese Red Cross; 
Photography Club. 

Najih Nimah 

- D.O.B.: 1975 
- Degree: BS in Medical 
Laboratory Technology 
- Activities: AUB Debate 
Club President (1995-1997); 
piano 

Lena Kalfayan 

-0.0.8.: 1978 
- Degree: BS in Biology 
- Achievements: International 
College (I C) Artist of the Year 
(1993-1994); High School 
Graduating Class 
Valedictorian; IC Scholar; 
Stephen Penrose Award 
-Activities: AUB Drama Club 
m11fnber; painting; Beirut 
Symphonic Band (flute) 

Ashraf Osman 
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A Department in SCOPE 

THE INSTITUTE OF MONEY & BANKING 
by Gaby Afram 

Of AUB's various departments and schools, one that has 
been a considerable success among students and profes­
sionals equally is the Institute of Money and Banking (1MB). 
Established in 1983, it offers a graduate program leading to 
a Master's degree in Money and Banking. The prog ram's 
courses provide a w ide array of exposure in the fields of 

ance and banking. 
The approach combines theory and appl ication, w ith spe­

cial emphasis on current reg iona l and internat ional issues. 
delivery is by a prominent group of academicians, poli­

rv-. m:>~<Prs , bankers and financial managers with solid pro­
ional backgrounds and experiences. Students and out­

siders alike benefit from the expertise of numerous scholars 
and professionals that lecture in the annual series of semi­
nars organized by the 1MB. 

The Institute also undertakes resea rch work and policy 
and carries out training programs for banking and 

financial institut ions in collaboration wi th renown 
international institu t ions and professionals - such as a 
recently conducted workshop about treasury and bourse 

peration in co llaboration with Citiban k. 
A ll this makes the 1MB spec ial at AUB. Th is year alone, the 

nstitute graduated 21 students, its biggest promotion yet. 
OK's Gaby Af ram spoke w ith Professor Saad Andary, 

irector of the 1MB, about this unique program. 

0: How do you feel about this yea( s large number of MMB 
graduates? 

· It is indicative of the popularity of the program among stu­
' and of the excellent recepti on that our graduates are 

rded from local, reg ional, and international employers It 
is also indicative of the hard work and commitment of our 

to promote graduates of a high ca libe r. The sustained 
emand for our gradu ates encourages students to compete 
r a rather limited number of vacancies. 

What types of jobs have the Institute's graduates 
med, and w hat are the prospects for the new graduates 
ring the m arket? 

The jobs that our graduates have assumed cover a broad 
rum of financial markets. In banks, these include the 

it, treasury, internationa l and reta il funct ions, and infor­
mation systems. They also involve a variety of posts in 
investment banking, insurance, and financial management, 

a number of major international business firms. In add i-
on, our students have held jobs in the f ields of aud iting and 

management consultancy, primarily of f inancial instituti ons. 
ong the institutions that our graduates work at are com­
rcial banks, investment banks, f inance companies, insur­

companies, central banks, banks' cont rol comm issions, 
s well as multi nationa ls. Geographically, they are spread 
round the M idd le East, Eu rope and North America . Many 

have assumed executive posts, and they 
invariably command better remuneration than 
other graduates being served by the strong 
market demand for their services. 

Q: What are the Institute's future steps and 
how will it meet competition from new 
entrants such as the Hautes Etudes 
Commercials and the Haute Etudes Financiers? 
A: The Institute has recently inaugurated an 
information center connected real -time via 
satellite to all major financial centers, and to a 
data bank from which detailed financial and 
other economic market information can be 
retrieved tracing back to ten years. This center 
also receives periodicals and recent financial 
reports from some forty countries , which 
makes it a unique center in the region. The 
institute is also working on plans to expand its 
training facilities to serve bankers and 
financiers from the region . As for competition 
from existing and new entrants, the Institute lives up to its 
role as patron to these institutions, and in fact regards them 

------ ---- ----

as complimentary institutions. 

ON MY MIND- AUB, What a Wonderful Place! 
by Hussain Abdul Hussain 

It is hard to write about all those whom I have met and 
those whom I have worked with during my sophomore year. 
To begin with I would like to thank a very close friend fo r 
teach ing me the most important lesson, the one thing that 
we all pretend to have when we actually do not: Hbnesty. 
Second, I would like to thank a group of mates fo r making 
me feel that common people, other than myself, should be 
regarded as brothers and sisters in citizenship, and that 
those command our utmost support. Third, may God bless 
the very hard worker who really impressed me, and from 
whom I have learned to do things the way others wanted me 
to do them whenever it was not possible for me to do them 
my own way. 

My appreciation is also extended to the man who gave us, 
the staff of OUTLOOK, the greatest assistance. Th is same 
person was in our shoes two decades ago, and to him I say 
a big thank you. Finally, and to end my "thanking list" , I am 
thankful to the man who makes our lives much more excit­
ing. The one man we love because he is the one we can hate. 
The one we can blame whenever we find no one to blame. 
He is our friend who always welcomes us with a warm smile 

and a hearty salute. AUB students oppose him strongly only 
because he diverts their efforts in their everlasting struggle 
with the administration. 

On a different note, one may also meet a different kind of 
people at AUB - people one wishes never to have met. These 
are a bunch of people who symbolize the corrupt few in the 
real world. They are the kind that manage to stifle the natur­
al sincerity of the AUB community bringing about nothing 
but hypocrisy. These are a segment of our society that live 
by the "me, myself, and I" principle when it come to dealing 
with the various issues of life. Without them AUB would not 
be real and would be boringly ideal. To these I owe nothing, 
but, I feel, it is our duty to make them differentiate good from 
evil. 

Whether it is good or evil , AUB is a complex combination 
of different types of students resembling the varying strata 
of society. An academic year at AUB is thus far from being 
purely academic. It is so challenging that one feels one can 
spend a lifetime at the university. To our Alma Mater we say, 
Hurrah! 

AUB Graduates: Where Do We Go From Here? 
Reem Anchass1 

Throughout the undergraduate years, we tend to lead a 

carefree life. Life revolves around studying, making friends, 

attempting new endeavors, and reevaluating our beliefs and 

values . Eventually, this academic and cultural experience 

comes to an end. The reason? You have graduated. Reality 

hits you hard then. A new phase in your life is just about to 

begin. 

Next move? Go out into the real world and try to find a job. 

The process of finding ·a job in one's field of study is not an 

easy task. The market is both limited and competitive. 

Beside.s, you need to learn to "market" yourself and your 

skills and to prepare an impressive resume. Amidst all this, 

does AUB lend assistance to graduating students to help 

them secure jobs in their field? 

In universities around the word, placement after graduation 

constitutes the ultimate service a university can offer its stu­

dents. A few university admin istrators believe that place­

ment is a practical application of the theoretically-based 

instructi on the university offers. Thus, by finding jobs for its 

students, a university fulfills its educational and social role. 

What about AUB? How does it help graduating students? At 

AUB, the placement services are, unfortunately, not fully 

developed and constricted t o three "centers" : The first is the 

" bulletin boa rd" located next to the Students' Affairs Office 

in West Hall , where notices for job opportunities and "want­

ed" ads are posted throughout the academic year. 

The second " center" is the students' own departments. If 

the department and its faculty members are active, they will 

take the initiative to "market" and promote their students. 

There are departments, for example, that send their stu­

dents' resumes to professionals and to companies, or that 

invite recruitment representatives to meet with the students. 

Other departments encourage students to undertake train­

ing, while other departments require their students to train . 

If, however, the department is inactive, the students must 

find alternative methods for job-searching. 

The third "center" is the Guidance and Counseling Services 

Office operating under the auspices of the Students Affairs 

Office (West Hall). The Guidance and Counseling Program 

was launched in 1991 and is currently headed by Mrs. 

Ghandour. Although the program mainly focuses on under­

graduates who suffer from academic, social, and emotional 

problems, it also provides career counseling for graduating 

students. The counseling is in the form of career workshops 

that teach students how to write professional resumes and 

to develop their public relations skills . 

At present, the program is examining the possibility of hold­

ing a "job fair" in May of next year. The Guidance and 

Counseling Services Office hopes to expand its services in 

order to accommodate the growing needs of graduating stu­

dents. 

In short, the placement services at AUB are limited to these 

three "centers". But the three centers are not adequate to 

cater to the growing number of graduates. The solution? 

Gradual improvement in these services so that AUB can 

regain its prestigious reputation . 
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